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Footlighters’ ‘Mame’ Will Charm Audiences

Summer Party = Food, Fun, Bidding & Voting 

New Board Members Up For 
Election At Summer Party 

Outstanding Newsletter 
in Ohio, 2007

Come join your fellow Footlighters and 
their families for our annual Summer 
Membership Party on Sunday, July 20, 
for a good meal, good times, good deals 
and a great riverside view.

This year’s party will be held at the 
James Taylor Park in Newport, Ky. — 
where the Ohio and Licking rivers meet 
— with a  great  v iew of  downtown 
Cincinnati. Come join us for a visit 
w i t h  f r i e nd s  and  t o  t a ke  c a r e  o f  
membership duties such as voting for 
new Board members and paying your 
annual membership dues — all while 
enjoying a great picnic on the river 
banks. 

We’ll start gathering about 2:30 p.m. 
A general membership meeting will 
begin at 5:15 p.m., followed by dinner 
starting at 5:45 p.m. Election of Board 
members will follow dinner.

Footlighters will provide the main 

meal off the grill and cold soft drinks. 
(Sorry, no alcohol is allowed on park 
grounds.) Everyone is asked to bring a 
favorite picnic side dish to share, such 
as appetizers, salads, desserts, etc. There 
are picnic tables; bring lawn chairs or 
blankets for added seating if desired. 

Gary Rogers will lead a Corn Hole 
tournament and other activities for all. 
There are bathrooms and a playground.

Ron Houck once again will serve as 
our M.C.  for the tradit ional White 
Elephant Auction, with all proceeds 
benefiting Footlighters. Bring an item 
you want to get rid of  — something 
silly, exotic or just collecting dust in 
your basement or garage.

From the 
President

Dear Footlighters and Friends,

The  2007-08 season  was  ano the r  
success for Footlighters, and I’d like to 
thank everyone who helped make it 
possible. Most importantly, I want to 
thank my fellow Board of Trustees officers and members, 
as wel l  as our Committee Chairs and members ,  for  
working very hard to get so much accomplished behind the 
scenes this year.  

This summer marks several big Footlighters’ milestones 
for me. In August, I will end my sixth term as Board 
President, my ninth year as a Board officer and chair of 
the Long-Range Planning Committee, and my 14th year as 
a member of Footlighters. 

It has been an honor to once again serve as President. The 
two most memorable and touching moments for me were 
announcing to the members that we had paid off our 
theater mortgage and being nominated for the Art Rouse 
award, which means more to me than I could possibly 
articulate. It was definitely another memorable year. I 
have loved being an active Board member since I joined 
my first committee 14 years ago. (I know, I must have 
been dropped on my head or something … just kidding.)  

I may be leaving the Board, but I won’t be going far. I still 
will chair the Long-Range Planning Committee, which this 
year will focus on creating a new three-year strategic 
plan. I also will co-produce "Honky Tonk Angels" this 
spring — and who knows what else. 

As I leave, here’s a quick recap of our accomplishments 
this year:

1 )  Remode l ed  the  f i r s t - f l oo r  ba throom,  thanks  to  
Shawn Schuster.

2) Repaired the chair lift and the boiler, thanks to 
Ron Houck.

3) Completed costume room reorganization, thanks to Dan 
Doerger and Greg Underwood.

4 )  Sponsored  the  Doerge r /Underwood scho larsh ip  
fundraiser holiday show.

5) Completed stained glass window project, thanks to 
$10,000 matching grant from Newport.

6) Researched improvements to theater’s acoustics, thanks 
to Jeff Abbott, Caryl Hefley, Ron Houck and my apologies 
to anyone I missed.

7) Pursued additional rentals of our building and revisited 
our rate structure, thanks to Chris Wolff.

8) Paid off our mortgage and hosted a wonderful Burn The 
Mortgage party on October 26, thanks to EVERYONE!

So, thanks to all for your support this year, and I look 
forward to seeing you at the summer membership party on 
July 20.  Enjoy the summer!

John Langley, President�
Footlighters Board of Trustees

New Board Members Up For Election At 
Summer Party 

Members will elect three new members 
to the Footlighters’ Board of Trustees at 
the July 20 membership meeting.

Six candidates are running for three, 
three-year terms: Dan Doerger, Caryl 
Hefley, Maureen Lindner, Jim Racster, 
Greg Underwood and Janet Wisner and. 
Information about each candidate is 
provided below.

A fourth person also will be elected to a 
seat as a non-voting alternate, who is 
elected to a one-year term and moves to 
full voting status if someone steps down. 

Coming off the Board in August:  John 
Langley, Gary Wettengel, Jim Racster 
(who was serving a one-year term to 
complete a vacated term), and alternate 
Deana Tully.    

Information About Board Candidates:

Dan Doerger 
Dan Doerger, who is running for his 

f i r s t  t e rm  on  th e  Boa rd ,  d i r e c t ed  
Footlighters’ Fall 2007 production of 
"Ballroom" and helped create the lobby 
display for the recent "Children of Eden." 
He also assisted with the box office and 
u s h e r i n g  f o r  " D a d d y ’ s  D y i n g . . . "  
Additionally, Dan helped revive the 
theater’s dance studio, spending about 25 
hours to clear, clean and paint the space. 
He also worked about 60 hours to clean 
and organize the basement costume room, 
which he has agreed to manage to keep it 
in shape. With Greg Underwood, Dan 
produced a holiday show, "Viva Las 
Vegas," at Footlighters in December 2007, 
w h i c h  r a i s e d  $ 4 , 0 0 0  f o r  a  N K U  
scholarsh ip .  Current ly,  Dan i s  co-
producing "Mame." 

Caryl Hefley
Caryl Hefley has been a member of 

F o o t l i g h t e r s  s i n c e  1 9 9 3  a n d  h a s  
concentrated al l  her  efforts  in the 

technical and administrative areas of the 
Stained Glass Theatre. Caryl has served 
three terms on the Footlighters’ Board and 
was elected the Board’s President a 
number of times. She also has served as 
Vice President of Facility and as the 
theater’s Technical Director. Caryl’s 
technical roles include designing lighting, 
sound and sets; set construction; and 
photography and videography.

Maureen Lindner
Maureen Lindner, who is running for 

her first term on the Board, took over 
production of our show programs with 
the 2007-08 season and has handled that 
job for every show since "Ballroom."  She 
also did some sewing and was a dresser 
backstage for "Ballroom."  In addition to 
her program duties, for "Daddy's Dyin…," 
Maureen was the backstage manager, 
made some props and created the art 
gallery display, and for "Children of 
Eden , "  she  c r ea t ed  the  e l abo ra t e ,  
interactive lobby and gallery displays, 
and helped with sewing and set décor. In 
April, Maureen was named Footlighters’ 
Ou t s t and ing  Vo lun t ee r  a s  pa r t  o f  
Community Theatre Month.

Jim Racster 
Jim Racster has been a member of 

Footlighters since 1979 and has served on 
the Board for over 20 years. Past positions 
on the Board have been many and varied, 
including several terms as Outreach chair 
and Historian. He has been on stage in 
many Footlighters’ productions over the 
years but now turns his attention to 
producing, including several shows 
recently ("1940s Radio Hour," "Seussical, 
The Musical," and "Daddy's Dying, Whose 
got the Will?"). 

Greg Underwood
Greg Underwood, who is running for 

his first term on the Board, choreographed 

and danced in the Fal l  2007 show 
"Ballroom," and he co-produced "Viva 
Las Vegas," a scholarship fundraiser 
earning $4,000 for a local theater student. 
He took a leadership role in creating and 
building the lobby display for "Children 
o f  Eden . "  He  ha s  wo rked  ha rd  t o  
transform the theater’s dance studio back 
into a space where classes could be 
taught; now, he teaches ballroom dance 
classes for Footlighters’ every Monday 
night. This year, he is doing choreography 
for "Mame" and produced, directed and 
choreographed "Ballroom to Broadway," a 
summer fundraiser that benefited the 
theater’s air-conditioning fund. 

Janet Wisner
Janet has been an active Footlighter 

since joining the group in 1991, including 
several terms on the Board. Janet has 
been  ons t age  and  back s t age ,  and  
produced and stage-managed many 
productions. Her favorite role is that of 
Stage Manager, for which she has won 
Orchid Awards for many shows including 
"The Baker’s Wife," "Oliver," and "I  Love 
You, You’re Perfect, Now Change." She 
recently stage-managed "Parade" and 
"Children of Eden." She has served in the 
past as the Board’s Vice President of 
Production.

Memorable ‘Children 
of Eden’ A Huge Hit

continued on page 3, see “Children of Eden”

Address Service Requested

Join Us!
WHAT:  Footlighters’ Summer Party

WHERE: General James Taylor 
Park, Riverboat Row, Newport, KY

WHEN:  2:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., 
Sunday, July 20

RSVP:  Linda Abbott (by July 17) 
labbott1@cinci.rr.com �
(513) 922-3055

Join Us!
WHAT:   Audi t ions  fo r  Fa l l  
musical “1776"

WHEN:   August 9-11

WHERE:  Stained Glass Theatre, 
802 York Street,  Newport, Ky.

NEEDED:  25 men (all ages); 
2 women

CALL:   Gary Wettengel, producer 
(513) 474-0062 �
Appointments required. �
SHOW INFO:  Runs Feb. 5-21, 2009.

Director Mike Morehead

Cast of "Mame"
Mame Dennis  – Deana Tully
Young Patrick  – Mitchell Polonsky
Older Patrick  – Nick Donley
Agnes Gooch – Marypat Carletti
Vera Charles – Dianna L. Davis
Ito – George Fee
Beauregard – Jim Curtis
Lindsay Woolsey – Dan Doerger
Dwight Babcock – Gary Wettengel
Sally Cato – Allison Klocke
Cousin Fan – Karen Draper
Mr. Upson – Michael Murphy
Mrs. Upson – Carolmarie Stock
Gloria Upson – Cindy Wilmes
Ma Burnside – Mary Ann Smith
Pegeen – Autumn Herron

Ensemble: 
Paula Bonomini
Rebecca Bryant
Matt Dentino
Dan Doerger
Nick Donley
Karen Draper
Autumn Herron
Allison Klocke
Marsha Roudabush
Mary Ann Smith
Christina Tully
Greg Underwood
Cindy Wilmes

From the impressive set, to the perfectly blended cast, to the 
emotional story, "Children of Eden" proved to be a mega hit for 
Footlighters and one of the most successful shows in the 
troupe’s history.

Sold-out for every performance from May 1-18, with people 
even grabbing up restricted-view seats,  "Children of Eden" took 
in $32,000 — making it Footlighters’ highest grossing show 
ever. It also marked the first time since "Godspell" in the 1980s 
that Footlighters’ brought in sign-language interpreters to sign 
a performance.

Producer Freida Houck, a part of most of Footlighters’ four-
decade history, described the show as phenomenal.

"Audiences were so touched by this show," Freida said.
A unique aspect of the Footlighters’ production was the 

puppetry, with actors using movement and items plucked from 
the set — such as feathers, sticks and bark — to create animals 
and other characters. Aretta Baumgartner, a nationally 
acclaimed puppeteer, brought her talents to the show and 
created "Children of Eden’s" special look.

"Aretta taught us the truth about her favorite phrase, ‘The 
becoming is more important than the being,’ " said Director Jay 
Woffington.

"Her vision became our concept for the whole show," said 
Music Director Julie Woffington.

"We created a very complete thought, and that’s what we 
wanted to do," Jay Woffington said. "Thanks to everyone for 
making the journey worth the taking."

"Children of Eden" will live on at Footlighters in a special gift 
from the Woffingtons: A bound, professionally produced, 
coffee-table book of color photos from the show. Thank you, 
Jay and Julie.

Fundraiser Helping 
Pay for AC

A lively song-and-dance revue tit led, "Ballroom to 
Broadway" netted $1,500 for the Stained Glass Theatre’s air-
conditioning fund.

Produced, directed and choreographed by the team of Dan 
Doerger and Greg Underwood, the fundraiser ran June 14-15 
and showcased many familiar faces as well as new Footlighters 
who joined to take dance lessons in our newly reopened Dance 
Studio. This revue featured music and dance from many 
favorite Broadway musicals, old and new.

Footlighters on the stage included Dee Anne Bryll, Marypat 
Carletti, Lauren Carr, Ed Cohen, Matt Dentino, George Fee, Carol 
Hefley, Freida Houck, Ron Houck, John Langley, Maureen 
Lindner, Cathy Lutts, Sandy Morgan, Deana Tully, Jon Vater, 
Jerry Weisenhan, Gary Wettengel, Cindy Wilmes, Bill Winkler, 
Barbara Winters and Janet Wisner.

Many thanks to Dan and Greg for the generous donation to 
Footlighters!

Maureen Lindner (pictured with 
OCTA Board member Peggy Kenney) 
was selected as Footlighters’ Outstanding 
Volunteer in April as part of OCTA’s 
Community Theatre Month.  

Cathy Lutts has a role in Mariemont’s 
"Wally's Café," directed by Norma 
Niinemets and opening in September. 

Megan Williams (you might know 
her as Megan Osborn) performed in 
"GoGo Beach" in June on the 
Showboat Majestic.

Earl Lehkamp says "it’s sort of like 
being on tour," after playing for the third 
time the role of Charlie in "The 
Foreigner." He played Charlie in June 
with the Theatre Guild of Valdosta, 
Georgia, traveling from his home in 
Jacksonville, Florida, for the role he 
perfected on the Footlighters’ stage in 
Winter 2007 and later in Hamilton.

Lynne Aronson’s Flour Power 
Baking Co. now has a booth at the 
Anderson Township Farmer's Market, at 
the Park and Ride lot off Five Mile Road 
behind the Anderson Towne Center. Booth 
is open Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
selling pies, layer cakes, pound cakes, 
cookies, brownies and dog biscuits. 

Rehearsals are getting under way for 
Footlighters’ lavish Fall production of the 
well-known musical "Mame." 

With veteran Director 
Mary Haas leading a 
s t rong  ca s t ,  "Mame"  
promises to be a crowd-
pleaser. Based on a novel 
by Patrick Dennis about life 
with his eccentric and beloved 
Auntie Mame, it was turned 
into a Broadway hit by composer 
and lyricist  Jerry Herman, 
winning three Tony Awards 
when it debuted in 1966. 

Deana Tully will be featured as 
Mame. Tully is a familiar voice and face to 
the Footlighters’ stage, seen in recent 
productions of "Seussical," "Parade" and 
"Children of Eden."  The show opens at the 
Stained Glass Theatre on October 2 and 
runs through October 18, 2008. 

Construct ion begins soon on the 
intriguing set, which will create Mame’s 
swanky New York City apartment on the 
theater’s stage. The multifaceted set 
designed by Rick Stone features a 

movable grand staircase connecting two 
levels of Mame’s home. Stone and Master 
Carpenter Ron Houck will lead the set 

construction team.
Producers for "Mame" 

are Freida Houck 
and Dan Doerger. 
Janet Wisner will be 
the stage manager, with 
C h r i s  Wo l f f  a s  
assistant stage manager. 

The musical and orchestra 
director will be Darin Art. 

Other members of the production crew 
include Deborah Davis, Maureen 
Lindner and Chris Wolff on props 
and set décor; Dee Anne Bryll and 
Greg Underwood doing choreography; 
Carolyn Martinez on costume design; 
Carolyn Rath on make up and wigs; 
Patrick Flerlege and Caryl Hefley 
designing the lighting; and Jeff Abbott 
and Randy Wilburn designing and 
executing the sound.

To purchase tickets for "Mame," visit our 
Web site (www.footlighters.org) or 
call (513) 474-8711.
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Footlighters’ ‘Mame’ Will Charm Audiences

Summer Party = Food, Fun, Bidding & Voting 

New Board Members Up For 
Election At Summer Party 

Outstanding Newsletter 
in Ohio, 2007

Come join your fellow Footlighters and 
their families for our annual Summer 
Membership Party on Sunday, July 20, 
for a good meal, good times, good deals 
and a great riverside view.

This year’s party will be held at the 
James Taylor Park in Newport, Ky. — 
where the Ohio and Licking rivers meet 
— with a  great  v iew of  downtown 
Cincinnati. Come join us for a visit 
w i t h  f r i e nd s  and  t o  t a ke  c a r e  o f  
membership duties such as voting for 
new Board members and paying your 
annual membership dues — all while 
enjoying a great picnic on the river 
banks. 

We’ll start gathering about 2:30 p.m. 
A general membership meeting will 
begin at 5:15 p.m., followed by dinner 
starting at 5:45 p.m. Election of Board 
members will follow dinner.

Footlighters will provide the main 

meal off the grill and cold soft drinks. 
(Sorry, no alcohol is allowed on park 
grounds.) Everyone is asked to bring a 
favorite picnic side dish to share, such 
as appetizers, salads, desserts, etc. There 
are picnic tables; bring lawn chairs or 
blankets for added seating if desired. 

Gary Rogers will lead a Corn Hole 
tournament and other activities for all. 
There are bathrooms and a playground.

Ron Houck once again will serve as 
our M.C.  for the tradit ional White 
Elephant Auction, with all proceeds 
benefiting Footlighters. Bring an item 
you want to get rid of  — something 
silly, exotic or just collecting dust in 
your basement or garage.

From the 
President

Dear Footlighters and Friends,

The  2007-08 season  was  ano the r  
success for Footlighters, and I’d like to 
thank everyone who helped make it 
possible. Most importantly, I want to 
thank my fellow Board of Trustees officers and members, 
as wel l  as our Committee Chairs and members ,  for  
working very hard to get so much accomplished behind the 
scenes this year.  

This summer marks several big Footlighters’ milestones 
for me. In August, I will end my sixth term as Board 
President, my ninth year as a Board officer and chair of 
the Long-Range Planning Committee, and my 14th year as 
a member of Footlighters. 

It has been an honor to once again serve as President. The 
two most memorable and touching moments for me were 
announcing to the members that we had paid off our 
theater mortgage and being nominated for the Art Rouse 
award, which means more to me than I could possibly 
articulate. It was definitely another memorable year. I 
have loved being an active Board member since I joined 
my first committee 14 years ago. (I know, I must have 
been dropped on my head or something … just kidding.)  

I may be leaving the Board, but I won’t be going far. I still 
will chair the Long-Range Planning Committee, which this 
year will focus on creating a new three-year strategic 
plan. I also will co-produce "Honky Tonk Angels" this 
spring — and who knows what else. 

As I leave, here’s a quick recap of our accomplishments 
this year:

1 )  Remode l ed  the  f i r s t - f l oo r  ba throom,  thanks  to  
Shawn Schuster.

2) Repaired the chair lift and the boiler, thanks to 
Ron Houck.

3) Completed costume room reorganization, thanks to Dan 
Doerger and Greg Underwood.

4 )  Sponsored  the  Doerge r /Underwood scho larsh ip  
fundraiser holiday show.

5) Completed stained glass window project, thanks to 
$10,000 matching grant from Newport.

6) Researched improvements to theater’s acoustics, thanks 
to Jeff Abbott, Caryl Hefley, Ron Houck and my apologies 
to anyone I missed.

7) Pursued additional rentals of our building and revisited 
our rate structure, thanks to Chris Wolff.

8) Paid off our mortgage and hosted a wonderful Burn The 
Mortgage party on October 26, thanks to EVERYONE!

So, thanks to all for your support this year, and I look 
forward to seeing you at the summer membership party on 
July 20.  Enjoy the summer!

John Langley, President�
Footlighters Board of Trustees

New Board Members Up For Election At 
Summer Party 

Members will elect three new members 
to the Footlighters’ Board of Trustees at 
the July 20 membership meeting.

Six candidates are running for three, 
three-year terms: Dan Doerger, Caryl 
Hefley, Maureen Lindner, Jim Racster, 
Greg Underwood and Janet Wisner and. 
Information about each candidate is 
provided below.

A fourth person also will be elected to a 
seat as a non-voting alternate, who is 
elected to a one-year term and moves to 
full voting status if someone steps down. 

Coming off the Board in August:  John 
Langley, Gary Wettengel, Jim Racster 
(who was serving a one-year term to 
complete a vacated term), and alternate 
Deana Tully.    

Information About Board Candidates:

Dan Doerger 
Dan Doerger, who is running for his 

f i r s t  t e rm  on  th e  Boa rd ,  d i r e c t ed  
Footlighters’ Fall 2007 production of 
"Ballroom" and helped create the lobby 
display for the recent "Children of Eden." 
He also assisted with the box office and 
u s h e r i n g  f o r  " D a d d y ’ s  D y i n g . . . "  
Additionally, Dan helped revive the 
theater’s dance studio, spending about 25 
hours to clear, clean and paint the space. 
He also worked about 60 hours to clean 
and organize the basement costume room, 
which he has agreed to manage to keep it 
in shape. With Greg Underwood, Dan 
produced a holiday show, "Viva Las 
Vegas," at Footlighters in December 2007, 
w h i c h  r a i s e d  $ 4 , 0 0 0  f o r  a  N K U  
scholarsh ip .  Current ly,  Dan i s  co-
producing "Mame." 

Caryl Hefley
Caryl Hefley has been a member of 

F o o t l i g h t e r s  s i n c e  1 9 9 3  a n d  h a s  
concentrated al l  her  efforts  in the 

technical and administrative areas of the 
Stained Glass Theatre. Caryl has served 
three terms on the Footlighters’ Board and 
was elected the Board’s President a 
number of times. She also has served as 
Vice President of Facility and as the 
theater’s Technical Director. Caryl’s 
technical roles include designing lighting, 
sound and sets; set construction; and 
photography and videography.

Maureen Lindner
Maureen Lindner, who is running for 

her first term on the Board, took over 
production of our show programs with 
the 2007-08 season and has handled that 
job for every show since "Ballroom."  She 
also did some sewing and was a dresser 
backstage for "Ballroom."  In addition to 
her program duties, for "Daddy's Dyin…," 
Maureen was the backstage manager, 
made some props and created the art 
gallery display, and for "Children of 
Eden , "  she  c r ea t ed  the  e l abo ra t e ,  
interactive lobby and gallery displays, 
and helped with sewing and set décor. In 
April, Maureen was named Footlighters’ 
Ou t s t and ing  Vo lun t ee r  a s  pa r t  o f  
Community Theatre Month.

Jim Racster 
Jim Racster has been a member of 

Footlighters since 1979 and has served on 
the Board for over 20 years. Past positions 
on the Board have been many and varied, 
including several terms as Outreach chair 
and Historian. He has been on stage in 
many Footlighters’ productions over the 
years but now turns his attention to 
producing, including several shows 
recently ("1940s Radio Hour," "Seussical, 
The Musical," and "Daddy's Dying, Whose 
got the Will?"). 

Greg Underwood
Greg Underwood, who is running for 

his first term on the Board, choreographed 

and danced in the Fal l  2007 show 
"Ballroom," and he co-produced "Viva 
Las Vegas," a scholarship fundraiser 
earning $4,000 for a local theater student. 
He took a leadership role in creating and 
building the lobby display for "Children 
o f  Eden . "  He  ha s  wo rked  ha rd  t o  
transform the theater’s dance studio back 
into a space where classes could be 
taught; now, he teaches ballroom dance 
classes for Footlighters’ every Monday 
night. This year, he is doing choreography 
for "Mame" and produced, directed and 
choreographed "Ballroom to Broadway," a 
summer fundraiser that benefited the 
theater’s air-conditioning fund. 

Janet Wisner
Janet has been an active Footlighter 

since joining the group in 1991, including 
several terms on the Board. Janet has 
been  ons t age  and  back s t age ,  and  
produced and stage-managed many 
productions. Her favorite role is that of 
Stage Manager, for which she has won 
Orchid Awards for many shows including 
"The Baker’s Wife," "Oliver," and "I  Love 
You, You’re Perfect, Now Change." She 
recently stage-managed "Parade" and 
"Children of Eden." She has served in the 
past as the Board’s Vice President of 
Production.

Memorable ‘Children 
of Eden’ A Huge Hit

continued on page 3, see “Children of Eden”

Address Service Requested

Join Us!
WHAT:  Footlighters’ Summer Party

WHERE: General James Taylor 
Park, Riverboat Row, Newport, KY

WHEN:  2:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., 
Sunday, July 20

RSVP:  Linda Abbott (by July 17) 
labbott1@cinci.rr.com �
(513) 922-3055

Join Us!
WHAT:   Audi t ions  fo r  Fa l l  
musical “1776"

WHEN:   August 9-11

WHERE:  Stained Glass Theatre, 
802 York Street,  Newport, Ky.

NEEDED:  25 men (all ages); 
2 women

CALL:   Gary Wettengel, producer 
(513) 474-0062 �
Appointments required. �
SHOW INFO:  Runs Feb. 5-21, 2009.

Director Mike Morehead

Cast of "Mame"
Mame Dennis  – Deana Tully
Young Patrick  – Mitchell Polonsky
Older Patrick  – Nick Donley
Agnes Gooch – Marypat Carletti
Vera Charles – Dianna L. Davis
Ito – George Fee
Beauregard – Jim Curtis
Lindsay Woolsey – Dan Doerger
Dwight Babcock – Gary Wettengel
Sally Cato – Allison Klocke
Cousin Fan – Karen Draper
Mr. Upson – Michael Murphy
Mrs. Upson – Carolmarie Stock
Gloria Upson – Cindy Wilmes
Ma Burnside – Mary Ann Smith
Pegeen – Autumn Herron

Ensemble: 
Paula Bonomini
Rebecca Bryant
Matt Dentino
Dan Doerger
Nick Donley
Karen Draper
Autumn Herron
Allison Klocke
Marsha Roudabush
Mary Ann Smith
Christina Tully
Greg Underwood
Cindy Wilmes

From the impressive set, to the perfectly blended cast, to the 
emotional story, "Children of Eden" proved to be a mega hit for 
Footlighters and one of the most successful shows in the 
troupe’s history.

Sold-out for every performance from May 1-18, with people 
even grabbing up restricted-view seats,  "Children of Eden" took 
in $32,000 — making it Footlighters’ highest grossing show 
ever. It also marked the first time since "Godspell" in the 1980s 
that Footlighters’ brought in sign-language interpreters to sign 
a performance.

Producer Freida Houck, a part of most of Footlighters’ four-
decade history, described the show as phenomenal.

"Audiences were so touched by this show," Freida said.
A unique aspect of the Footlighters’ production was the 

puppetry, with actors using movement and items plucked from 
the set — such as feathers, sticks and bark — to create animals 
and other characters. Aretta Baumgartner, a nationally 
acclaimed puppeteer, brought her talents to the show and 
created "Children of Eden’s" special look.

"Aretta taught us the truth about her favorite phrase, ‘The 
becoming is more important than the being,’ " said Director Jay 
Woffington.

"Her vision became our concept for the whole show," said 
Music Director Julie Woffington.

"We created a very complete thought, and that’s what we 
wanted to do," Jay Woffington said. "Thanks to everyone for 
making the journey worth the taking."

"Children of Eden" will live on at Footlighters in a special gift 
from the Woffingtons: A bound, professionally produced, 
coffee-table book of color photos from the show. Thank you, 
Jay and Julie.

Fundraiser Helping 
Pay for AC

A lively song-and-dance revue tit led, "Ballroom to 
Broadway" netted $1,500 for the Stained Glass Theatre’s air-
conditioning fund.

Produced, directed and choreographed by the team of Dan 
Doerger and Greg Underwood, the fundraiser ran June 14-15 
and showcased many familiar faces as well as new Footlighters 
who joined to take dance lessons in our newly reopened Dance 
Studio. This revue featured music and dance from many 
favorite Broadway musicals, old and new.

Footlighters on the stage included Dee Anne Bryll, Marypat 
Carletti, Lauren Carr, Ed Cohen, Matt Dentino, George Fee, Carol 
Hefley, Freida Houck, Ron Houck, John Langley, Maureen 
Lindner, Cathy Lutts, Sandy Morgan, Deana Tully, Jon Vater, 
Jerry Weisenhan, Gary Wettengel, Cindy Wilmes, Bill Winkler, 
Barbara Winters and Janet Wisner.

Many thanks to Dan and Greg for the generous donation to 
Footlighters!

Maureen Lindner (pictured with 
OCTA Board member Peggy Kenney) 
was selected as Footlighters’ Outstanding 
Volunteer in April as part of OCTA’s 
Community Theatre Month.  

Cathy Lutts has a role in Mariemont’s 
"Wally's Café," directed by Norma 
Niinemets and opening in September. 

Megan Williams (you might know 
her as Megan Osborn) performed in 
"GoGo Beach" in June on the 
Showboat Majestic.

Earl Lehkamp says "it’s sort of like 
being on tour," after playing for the third 
time the role of Charlie in "The 
Foreigner." He played Charlie in June 
with the Theatre Guild of Valdosta, 
Georgia, traveling from his home in 
Jacksonville, Florida, for the role he 
perfected on the Footlighters’ stage in 
Winter 2007 and later in Hamilton.

Lynne Aronson’s Flour Power 
Baking Co. now has a booth at the 
Anderson Township Farmer's Market, at 
the Park and Ride lot off Five Mile Road 
behind the Anderson Towne Center. Booth 
is open Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
selling pies, layer cakes, pound cakes, 
cookies, brownies and dog biscuits. 

Rehearsals are getting under way for 
Footlighters’ lavish Fall production of the 
well-known musical "Mame." 

With veteran Director 
Mary Haas leading a 
s t rong  ca s t ,  "Mame"  
promises to be a crowd-
pleaser. Based on a novel 
by Patrick Dennis about life 
with his eccentric and beloved 
Auntie Mame, it was turned 
into a Broadway hit by composer 
and lyricist  Jerry Herman, 
winning three Tony Awards 
when it debuted in 1966. 

Deana Tully will be featured as 
Mame. Tully is a familiar voice and face to 
the Footlighters’ stage, seen in recent 
productions of "Seussical," "Parade" and 
"Children of Eden."  The show opens at the 
Stained Glass Theatre on October 2 and 
runs through October 18, 2008. 

Construct ion begins soon on the 
intriguing set, which will create Mame’s 
swanky New York City apartment on the 
theater’s stage. The multifaceted set 
designed by Rick Stone features a 

movable grand staircase connecting two 
levels of Mame’s home. Stone and Master 
Carpenter Ron Houck will lead the set 

construction team.
Producers for "Mame" 

are Freida Houck 
and Dan Doerger. 
Janet Wisner will be 
the stage manager, with 
C h r i s  Wo l f f  a s  
assistant stage manager. 

The musical and orchestra 
director will be Darin Art. 

Other members of the production crew 
include Deborah Davis, Maureen 
Lindner and Chris Wolff on props 
and set décor; Dee Anne Bryll and 
Greg Underwood doing choreography; 
Carolyn Martinez on costume design; 
Carolyn Rath on make up and wigs; 
Patrick Flerlege and Caryl Hefley 
designing the lighting; and Jeff Abbott 
and Randy Wilburn designing and 
executing the sound.

To purchase tickets for "Mame," visit our 
Web site (www.footlighters.org) or 
call (513) 474-8711.
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Footlighters’ ‘Mame’ Will Charm Audiences

Summer Party = Food, Fun, Bidding & Voting 

New Board Members Up For 
Election At Summer Party 

Outstanding Newsletter 
in Ohio, 2007

Come join your fellow Footlighters and 
their families for our annual Summer 
Membership Party on Sunday, July 20, 
for a good meal, good times, good deals 
and a great riverside view.

This year’s party will be held at the 
James Taylor Park in Newport, Ky. — 
where the Ohio and Licking rivers meet 
— with a  great  v iew of  downtown 
Cincinnati. Come join us for a visit 
w i t h  f r i e nd s  and  t o  t a ke  c a r e  o f  
membership duties such as voting for 
new Board members and paying your 
annual membership dues — all while 
enjoying a great picnic on the river 
banks. 

We’ll start gathering about 2:30 p.m. 
A general membership meeting will 
begin at 5:15 p.m., followed by dinner 
starting at 5:45 p.m. Election of Board 
members will follow dinner.

Footlighters will provide the main 

meal off the grill and cold soft drinks. 
(Sorry, no alcohol is allowed on park 
grounds.) Everyone is asked to bring a 
favorite picnic side dish to share, such 
as appetizers, salads, desserts, etc. There 
are picnic tables; bring lawn chairs or 
blankets for added seating if desired. 

Gary Rogers will lead a Corn Hole 
tournament and other activities for all. 
There are bathrooms and a playground.

Ron Houck once again will serve as 
our M.C.  for the tradit ional White 
Elephant Auction, with all proceeds 
benefiting Footlighters. Bring an item 
you want to get rid of  — something 
silly, exotic or just collecting dust in 
your basement or garage.

From the 
President

Dear Footlighters and Friends,

The  2007-08 season  was  ano the r  
success for Footlighters, and I’d like to 
thank everyone who helped make it 
possible. Most importantly, I want to 
thank my fellow Board of Trustees officers and members, 
as wel l  as our Committee Chairs and members ,  for  
working very hard to get so much accomplished behind the 
scenes this year.  

This summer marks several big Footlighters’ milestones 
for me. In August, I will end my sixth term as Board 
President, my ninth year as a Board officer and chair of 
the Long-Range Planning Committee, and my 14th year as 
a member of Footlighters. 

It has been an honor to once again serve as President. The 
two most memorable and touching moments for me were 
announcing to the members that we had paid off our 
theater mortgage and being nominated for the Art Rouse 
award, which means more to me than I could possibly 
articulate. It was definitely another memorable year. I 
have loved being an active Board member since I joined 
my first committee 14 years ago. (I know, I must have 
been dropped on my head or something … just kidding.)  

I may be leaving the Board, but I won’t be going far. I still 
will chair the Long-Range Planning Committee, which this 
year will focus on creating a new three-year strategic 
plan. I also will co-produce "Honky Tonk Angels" this 
spring — and who knows what else. 

As I leave, here’s a quick recap of our accomplishments 
this year:

1 )  Remode l ed  the  f i r s t - f l oo r  ba throom,  thanks  to  
Shawn Schuster.

2) Repaired the chair lift and the boiler, thanks to 
Ron Houck.

3) Completed costume room reorganization, thanks to Dan 
Doerger and Greg Underwood.

4 )  Sponsored  the  Doerge r /Underwood scho larsh ip  
fundraiser holiday show.

5) Completed stained glass window project, thanks to 
$10,000 matching grant from Newport.

6) Researched improvements to theater’s acoustics, thanks 
to Jeff Abbott, Caryl Hefley, Ron Houck and my apologies 
to anyone I missed.

7) Pursued additional rentals of our building and revisited 
our rate structure, thanks to Chris Wolff.

8) Paid off our mortgage and hosted a wonderful Burn The 
Mortgage party on October 26, thanks to EVERYONE!

So, thanks to all for your support this year, and I look 
forward to seeing you at the summer membership party on 
July 20.  Enjoy the summer!

John Langley, President�
Footlighters Board of Trustees

New Board Members Up For Election At 
Summer Party 

Members will elect three new members 
to the Footlighters’ Board of Trustees at 
the July 20 membership meeting.

Six candidates are running for three, 
three-year terms: Dan Doerger, Caryl 
Hefley, Maureen Lindner, Jim Racster, 
Greg Underwood and Janet Wisner and. 
Information about each candidate is 
provided below.

A fourth person also will be elected to a 
seat as a non-voting alternate, who is 
elected to a one-year term and moves to 
full voting status if someone steps down. 

Coming off the Board in August:  John 
Langley, Gary Wettengel, Jim Racster 
(who was serving a one-year term to 
complete a vacated term), and alternate 
Deana Tully.    

Information About Board Candidates:

Dan Doerger 
Dan Doerger, who is running for his 

f i r s t  t e rm  on  th e  Boa rd ,  d i r e c t ed  
Footlighters’ Fall 2007 production of 
"Ballroom" and helped create the lobby 
display for the recent "Children of Eden." 
He also assisted with the box office and 
u s h e r i n g  f o r  " D a d d y ’ s  D y i n g . . . "  
Additionally, Dan helped revive the 
theater’s dance studio, spending about 25 
hours to clear, clean and paint the space. 
He also worked about 60 hours to clean 
and organize the basement costume room, 
which he has agreed to manage to keep it 
in shape. With Greg Underwood, Dan 
produced a holiday show, "Viva Las 
Vegas," at Footlighters in December 2007, 
w h i c h  r a i s e d  $ 4 , 0 0 0  f o r  a  N K U  
scholarsh ip .  Current ly,  Dan i s  co-
producing "Mame." 

Caryl Hefley
Caryl Hefley has been a member of 

F o o t l i g h t e r s  s i n c e  1 9 9 3  a n d  h a s  
concentrated al l  her  efforts  in the 

technical and administrative areas of the 
Stained Glass Theatre. Caryl has served 
three terms on the Footlighters’ Board and 
was elected the Board’s President a 
number of times. She also has served as 
Vice President of Facility and as the 
theater’s Technical Director. Caryl’s 
technical roles include designing lighting, 
sound and sets; set construction; and 
photography and videography.

Maureen Lindner
Maureen Lindner, who is running for 

her first term on the Board, took over 
production of our show programs with 
the 2007-08 season and has handled that 
job for every show since "Ballroom."  She 
also did some sewing and was a dresser 
backstage for "Ballroom."  In addition to 
her program duties, for "Daddy's Dyin…," 
Maureen was the backstage manager, 
made some props and created the art 
gallery display, and for "Children of 
Eden , "  she  c r ea t ed  the  e l abo ra t e ,  
interactive lobby and gallery displays, 
and helped with sewing and set décor. In 
April, Maureen was named Footlighters’ 
Ou t s t and ing  Vo lun t ee r  a s  pa r t  o f  
Community Theatre Month.

Jim Racster 
Jim Racster has been a member of 

Footlighters since 1979 and has served on 
the Board for over 20 years. Past positions 
on the Board have been many and varied, 
including several terms as Outreach chair 
and Historian. He has been on stage in 
many Footlighters’ productions over the 
years but now turns his attention to 
producing, including several shows 
recently ("1940s Radio Hour," "Seussical, 
The Musical," and "Daddy's Dying, Whose 
got the Will?"). 

Greg Underwood
Greg Underwood, who is running for 

his first term on the Board, choreographed 

and danced in the Fal l  2007 show 
"Ballroom," and he co-produced "Viva 
Las Vegas," a scholarship fundraiser 
earning $4,000 for a local theater student. 
He took a leadership role in creating and 
building the lobby display for "Children 
o f  Eden . "  He  ha s  wo rked  ha rd  t o  
transform the theater’s dance studio back 
into a space where classes could be 
taught; now, he teaches ballroom dance 
classes for Footlighters’ every Monday 
night. This year, he is doing choreography 
for "Mame" and produced, directed and 
choreographed "Ballroom to Broadway," a 
summer fundraiser that benefited the 
theater’s air-conditioning fund. 

Janet Wisner
Janet has been an active Footlighter 

since joining the group in 1991, including 
several terms on the Board. Janet has 
been  ons t age  and  back s t age ,  and  
produced and stage-managed many 
productions. Her favorite role is that of 
Stage Manager, for which she has won 
Orchid Awards for many shows including 
"The Baker’s Wife," "Oliver," and "I  Love 
You, You’re Perfect, Now Change." She 
recently stage-managed "Parade" and 
"Children of Eden." She has served in the 
past as the Board’s Vice President of 
Production.

Memorable ‘Children 
of Eden’ A Huge Hit

continued on page 3, see “Children of Eden”

Address Service Requested

Join Us!
WHAT:  Footlighters’ Summer Party

WHERE: General James Taylor 
Park, Riverboat Row, Newport, KY

WHEN:  2:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., 
Sunday, July 20

RSVP:  Linda Abbott (by July 17) 
labbott1@cinci.rr.com �
(513) 922-3055

Join Us!
WHAT:   Audi t ions  fo r  Fa l l  
musical “1776"

WHEN:   August 9-11

WHERE:  Stained Glass Theatre, 
802 York Street,  Newport, Ky.

NEEDED:  25 men (all ages); 
2 women

CALL:   Gary Wettengel, producer 
(513) 474-0062 �
Appointments required. �
SHOW INFO:  Runs Feb. 5-21, 2009.

Director Mike Morehead

Cast of "Mame"
Mame Dennis  – Deana Tully
Young Patrick  – Mitchell Polonsky
Older Patrick  – Nick Donley
Agnes Gooch – Marypat Carletti
Vera Charles – Dianna L. Davis
Ito – George Fee
Beauregard – Jim Curtis
Lindsay Woolsey – Dan Doerger
Dwight Babcock – Gary Wettengel
Sally Cato – Allison Klocke
Cousin Fan – Karen Draper
Mr. Upson – Michael Murphy
Mrs. Upson – Carolmarie Stock
Gloria Upson – Cindy Wilmes
Ma Burnside – Mary Ann Smith
Pegeen – Autumn Herron

Ensemble: 
Paula Bonomini
Rebecca Bryant
Matt Dentino
Dan Doerger
Nick Donley
Karen Draper
Autumn Herron
Allison Klocke
Marsha Roudabush
Mary Ann Smith
Christina Tully
Greg Underwood
Cindy Wilmes

From the impressive set, to the perfectly blended cast, to the 
emotional story, "Children of Eden" proved to be a mega hit for 
Footlighters and one of the most successful shows in the 
troupe’s history.

Sold-out for every performance from May 1-18, with people 
even grabbing up restricted-view seats,  "Children of Eden" took 
in $32,000 — making it Footlighters’ highest grossing show 
ever. It also marked the first time since "Godspell" in the 1980s 
that Footlighters’ brought in sign-language interpreters to sign 
a performance.

Producer Freida Houck, a part of most of Footlighters’ four-
decade history, described the show as phenomenal.

"Audiences were so touched by this show," Freida said.
A unique aspect of the Footlighters’ production was the 

puppetry, with actors using movement and items plucked from 
the set — such as feathers, sticks and bark — to create animals 
and other characters. Aretta Baumgartner, a nationally 
acclaimed puppeteer, brought her talents to the show and 
created "Children of Eden’s" special look.

"Aretta taught us the truth about her favorite phrase, ‘The 
becoming is more important than the being,’ " said Director Jay 
Woffington.

"Her vision became our concept for the whole show," said 
Music Director Julie Woffington.

"We created a very complete thought, and that’s what we 
wanted to do," Jay Woffington said. "Thanks to everyone for 
making the journey worth the taking."

"Children of Eden" will live on at Footlighters in a special gift 
from the Woffingtons: A bound, professionally produced, 
coffee-table book of color photos from the show. Thank you, 
Jay and Julie.

Fundraiser Helping 
Pay for AC

A lively song-and-dance revue tit led, "Ballroom to 
Broadway" netted $1,500 for the Stained Glass Theatre’s air-
conditioning fund.

Produced, directed and choreographed by the team of Dan 
Doerger and Greg Underwood, the fundraiser ran June 14-15 
and showcased many familiar faces as well as new Footlighters 
who joined to take dance lessons in our newly reopened Dance 
Studio. This revue featured music and dance from many 
favorite Broadway musicals, old and new.

Footlighters on the stage included Dee Anne Bryll, Marypat 
Carletti, Lauren Carr, Ed Cohen, Matt Dentino, George Fee, Carol 
Hefley, Freida Houck, Ron Houck, John Langley, Maureen 
Lindner, Cathy Lutts, Sandy Morgan, Deana Tully, Jon Vater, 
Jerry Weisenhan, Gary Wettengel, Cindy Wilmes, Bill Winkler, 
Barbara Winters and Janet Wisner.

Many thanks to Dan and Greg for the generous donation to 
Footlighters!

Maureen Lindner (pictured with 
OCTA Board member Peggy Kenney) 
was selected as Footlighters’ Outstanding 
Volunteer in April as part of OCTA’s 
Community Theatre Month.  

Cathy Lutts has a role in Mariemont’s 
"Wally's Café," directed by Norma 
Niinemets and opening in September. 

Megan Williams (you might know 
her as Megan Osborn) performed in 
"GoGo Beach" in June on the 
Showboat Majestic.

Earl Lehkamp says "it’s sort of like 
being on tour," after playing for the third 
time the role of Charlie in "The 
Foreigner." He played Charlie in June 
with the Theatre Guild of Valdosta, 
Georgia, traveling from his home in 
Jacksonville, Florida, for the role he 
perfected on the Footlighters’ stage in 
Winter 2007 and later in Hamilton.

Lynne Aronson’s Flour Power 
Baking Co. now has a booth at the 
Anderson Township Farmer's Market, at 
the Park and Ride lot off Five Mile Road 
behind the Anderson Towne Center. Booth 
is open Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
selling pies, layer cakes, pound cakes, 
cookies, brownies and dog biscuits. 

Rehearsals are getting under way for 
Footlighters’ lavish Fall production of the 
well-known musical "Mame." 

With veteran Director 
Mary Haas leading a 
s t rong  ca s t ,  "Mame"  
promises to be a crowd-
pleaser. Based on a novel 
by Patrick Dennis about life 
with his eccentric and beloved 
Auntie Mame, it was turned 
into a Broadway hit by composer 
and lyricist  Jerry Herman, 
winning three Tony Awards 
when it debuted in 1966. 

Deana Tully will be featured as 
Mame. Tully is a familiar voice and face to 
the Footlighters’ stage, seen in recent 
productions of "Seussical," "Parade" and 
"Children of Eden."  The show opens at the 
Stained Glass Theatre on October 2 and 
runs through October 18, 2008. 

Construct ion begins soon on the 
intriguing set, which will create Mame’s 
swanky New York City apartment on the 
theater’s stage. The multifaceted set 
designed by Rick Stone features a 

movable grand staircase connecting two 
levels of Mame’s home. Stone and Master 
Carpenter Ron Houck will lead the set 

construction team.
Producers for "Mame" 

are Freida Houck 
and Dan Doerger. 
Janet Wisner will be 
the stage manager, with 
C h r i s  Wo l f f  a s  
assistant stage manager. 

The musical and orchestra 
director will be Darin Art. 

Other members of the production crew 
include Deborah Davis, Maureen 
Lindner and Chris Wolff on props 
and set décor; Dee Anne Bryll and 
Greg Underwood doing choreography; 
Carolyn Martinez on costume design; 
Carolyn Rath on make up and wigs; 
Patrick Flerlege and Caryl Hefley 
designing the lighting; and Jeff Abbott 
and Randy Wilburn designing and 
executing the sound.

To purchase tickets for "Mame," visit our 
Web site (www.footlighters.org) or 
call (513) 474-8711.
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Footlighters’ ‘Mame’ Will Charm Audiences

Summer Party = Food, Fun, Bidding & Voting 

New Board Members Up For 
Election At Summer Party 

Outstanding Newsletter 
in Ohio, 2007

Come join your fellow Footlighters and 
their families for our annual Summer 
Membership Party on Sunday, July 20, 
for a good meal, good times, good deals 
and a great riverside view.

This year’s party will be held at the 
James Taylor Park in Newport, Ky. — 
where the Ohio and Licking rivers meet 
— with a  great  v iew of  downtown 
Cincinnati. Come join us for a visit 
w i t h  f r i e nd s  and  t o  t a ke  c a r e  o f  
membership duties such as voting for 
new Board members and paying your 
annual membership dues — all while 
enjoying a great picnic on the river 
banks. 

We’ll start gathering about 2:30 p.m. 
A general membership meeting will 
begin at 5:15 p.m., followed by dinner 
starting at 5:45 p.m. Election of Board 
members will follow dinner.

Footlighters will provide the main 

meal off the grill and cold soft drinks. 
(Sorry, no alcohol is allowed on park 
grounds.) Everyone is asked to bring a 
favorite picnic side dish to share, such 
as appetizers, salads, desserts, etc. There 
are picnic tables; bring lawn chairs or 
blankets for added seating if desired. 

Gary Rogers will lead a Corn Hole 
tournament and other activities for all. 
There are bathrooms and a playground.

Ron Houck once again will serve as 
our M.C.  for the tradit ional White 
Elephant Auction, with all proceeds 
benefiting Footlighters. Bring an item 
you want to get rid of  — something 
silly, exotic or just collecting dust in 
your basement or garage.

From the 
President

Dear Footlighters and Friends,

The  2007-08 season  was  ano the r  
success for Footlighters, and I’d like to 
thank everyone who helped make it 
possible. Most importantly, I want to 
thank my fellow Board of Trustees officers and members, 
as wel l  as our Committee Chairs and members ,  for  
working very hard to get so much accomplished behind the 
scenes this year.  

This summer marks several big Footlighters’ milestones 
for me. In August, I will end my sixth term as Board 
President, my ninth year as a Board officer and chair of 
the Long-Range Planning Committee, and my 14th year as 
a member of Footlighters. 

It has been an honor to once again serve as President. The 
two most memorable and touching moments for me were 
announcing to the members that we had paid off our 
theater mortgage and being nominated for the Art Rouse 
award, which means more to me than I could possibly 
articulate. It was definitely another memorable year. I 
have loved being an active Board member since I joined 
my first committee 14 years ago. (I know, I must have 
been dropped on my head or something … just kidding.)  

I may be leaving the Board, but I won’t be going far. I still 
will chair the Long-Range Planning Committee, which this 
year will focus on creating a new three-year strategic 
plan. I also will co-produce "Honky Tonk Angels" this 
spring — and who knows what else. 

As I leave, here’s a quick recap of our accomplishments 
this year:

1 )  Remode l ed  the  f i r s t - f l oo r  ba throom,  thanks  to  
Shawn Schuster.

2) Repaired the chair lift and the boiler, thanks to 
Ron Houck.

3) Completed costume room reorganization, thanks to Dan 
Doerger and Greg Underwood.

4 )  Sponsored  the  Doerge r /Underwood scho larsh ip  
fundraiser holiday show.

5) Completed stained glass window project, thanks to 
$10,000 matching grant from Newport.

6) Researched improvements to theater’s acoustics, thanks 
to Jeff Abbott, Caryl Hefley, Ron Houck and my apologies 
to anyone I missed.

7) Pursued additional rentals of our building and revisited 
our rate structure, thanks to Chris Wolff.

8) Paid off our mortgage and hosted a wonderful Burn The 
Mortgage party on October 26, thanks to EVERYONE!

So, thanks to all for your support this year, and I look 
forward to seeing you at the summer membership party on 
July 20.  Enjoy the summer!

John Langley, President�
Footlighters Board of Trustees

New Board Members Up For Election At 
Summer Party 

Members will elect three new members 
to the Footlighters’ Board of Trustees at 
the July 20 membership meeting.

Six candidates are running for three, 
three-year terms: Dan Doerger, Caryl 
Hefley, Maureen Lindner, Jim Racster, 
Greg Underwood and Janet Wisner and. 
Information about each candidate is 
provided below.

A fourth person also will be elected to a 
seat as a non-voting alternate, who is 
elected to a one-year term and moves to 
full voting status if someone steps down. 

Coming off the Board in August:  John 
Langley, Gary Wettengel, Jim Racster 
(who was serving a one-year term to 
complete a vacated term), and alternate 
Deana Tully.    

Information About Board Candidates:

Dan Doerger 
Dan Doerger, who is running for his 

f i r s t  t e rm  on  th e  Boa rd ,  d i r e c t ed  
Footlighters’ Fall 2007 production of 
"Ballroom" and helped create the lobby 
display for the recent "Children of Eden." 
He also assisted with the box office and 
u s h e r i n g  f o r  " D a d d y ’ s  D y i n g . . . "  
Additionally, Dan helped revive the 
theater’s dance studio, spending about 25 
hours to clear, clean and paint the space. 
He also worked about 60 hours to clean 
and organize the basement costume room, 
which he has agreed to manage to keep it 
in shape. With Greg Underwood, Dan 
produced a holiday show, "Viva Las 
Vegas," at Footlighters in December 2007, 
w h i c h  r a i s e d  $ 4 , 0 0 0  f o r  a  N K U  
scholarsh ip .  Current ly,  Dan i s  co-
producing "Mame." 

Caryl Hefley
Caryl Hefley has been a member of 

F o o t l i g h t e r s  s i n c e  1 9 9 3  a n d  h a s  
concentrated al l  her  efforts  in the 

technical and administrative areas of the 
Stained Glass Theatre. Caryl has served 
three terms on the Footlighters’ Board and 
was elected the Board’s President a 
number of times. She also has served as 
Vice President of Facility and as the 
theater’s Technical Director. Caryl’s 
technical roles include designing lighting, 
sound and sets; set construction; and 
photography and videography.

Maureen Lindner
Maureen Lindner, who is running for 

her first term on the Board, took over 
production of our show programs with 
the 2007-08 season and has handled that 
job for every show since "Ballroom."  She 
also did some sewing and was a dresser 
backstage for "Ballroom."  In addition to 
her program duties, for "Daddy's Dyin…," 
Maureen was the backstage manager, 
made some props and created the art 
gallery display, and for "Children of 
Eden , "  she  c r ea t ed  the  e l abo ra t e ,  
interactive lobby and gallery displays, 
and helped with sewing and set décor. In 
April, Maureen was named Footlighters’ 
Ou t s t and ing  Vo lun t ee r  a s  pa r t  o f  
Community Theatre Month.

Jim Racster 
Jim Racster has been a member of 

Footlighters since 1979 and has served on 
the Board for over 20 years. Past positions 
on the Board have been many and varied, 
including several terms as Outreach chair 
and Historian. He has been on stage in 
many Footlighters’ productions over the 
years but now turns his attention to 
producing, including several shows 
recently ("1940s Radio Hour," "Seussical, 
The Musical," and "Daddy's Dying, Whose 
got the Will?"). 

Greg Underwood
Greg Underwood, who is running for 

his first term on the Board, choreographed 

and danced in the Fal l  2007 show 
"Ballroom," and he co-produced "Viva 
Las Vegas," a scholarship fundraiser 
earning $4,000 for a local theater student. 
He took a leadership role in creating and 
building the lobby display for "Children 
o f  Eden . "  He  ha s  wo rked  ha rd  t o  
transform the theater’s dance studio back 
into a space where classes could be 
taught; now, he teaches ballroom dance 
classes for Footlighters’ every Monday 
night. This year, he is doing choreography 
for "Mame" and produced, directed and 
choreographed "Ballroom to Broadway," a 
summer fundraiser that benefited the 
theater’s air-conditioning fund. 

Janet Wisner
Janet has been an active Footlighter 

since joining the group in 1991, including 
several terms on the Board. Janet has 
been  ons t age  and  back s t age ,  and  
produced and stage-managed many 
productions. Her favorite role is that of 
Stage Manager, for which she has won 
Orchid Awards for many shows including 
"The Baker’s Wife," "Oliver," and "I  Love 
You, You’re Perfect, Now Change." She 
recently stage-managed "Parade" and 
"Children of Eden." She has served in the 
past as the Board’s Vice President of 
Production.

Memorable ‘Children 
of Eden’ A Huge Hit

continued on page 3, see “Children of Eden”

Address Service Requested

Join Us!
WHAT:  Footlighters’ Summer Party

WHERE: General James Taylor 
Park, Riverboat Row, Newport, KY

WHEN:  2:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., 
Sunday, July 20

RSVP:  Linda Abbott (by July 17) 
labbott1@cinci.rr.com �
(513) 922-3055

Join Us!
WHAT:   Audi t ions  fo r  Fa l l  
musical “1776"

WHEN:   August 9-11

WHERE:  Stained Glass Theatre, 
802 York Street,  Newport, Ky.

NEEDED:  25 men (all ages); 
2 women

CALL:   Gary Wettengel, producer 
(513) 474-0062 �
Appointments required. �
SHOW INFO:  Runs Feb. 5-21, 2009.

Director Mike Morehead

Cast of "Mame"
Mame Dennis  – Deana Tully
Young Patrick  – Mitchell Polonsky
Older Patrick  – Nick Donley
Agnes Gooch – Marypat Carletti
Vera Charles – Dianna L. Davis
Ito – George Fee
Beauregard – Jim Curtis
Lindsay Woolsey – Dan Doerger
Dwight Babcock – Gary Wettengel
Sally Cato – Allison Klocke
Cousin Fan – Karen Draper
Mr. Upson – Michael Murphy
Mrs. Upson – Carolmarie Stock
Gloria Upson – Cindy Wilmes
Ma Burnside – Mary Ann Smith
Pegeen – Autumn Herron

Ensemble: 
Paula Bonomini
Rebecca Bryant
Matt Dentino
Dan Doerger
Nick Donley
Karen Draper
Autumn Herron
Allison Klocke
Marsha Roudabush
Mary Ann Smith
Christina Tully
Greg Underwood
Cindy Wilmes

From the impressive set, to the perfectly blended cast, to the 
emotional story, "Children of Eden" proved to be a mega hit for 
Footlighters and one of the most successful shows in the 
troupe’s history.

Sold-out for every performance from May 1-18, with people 
even grabbing up restricted-view seats,  "Children of Eden" took 
in $32,000 — making it Footlighters’ highest grossing show 
ever. It also marked the first time since "Godspell" in the 1980s 
that Footlighters’ brought in sign-language interpreters to sign 
a performance.

Producer Freida Houck, a part of most of Footlighters’ four-
decade history, described the show as phenomenal.

"Audiences were so touched by this show," Freida said.
A unique aspect of the Footlighters’ production was the 

puppetry, with actors using movement and items plucked from 
the set — such as feathers, sticks and bark — to create animals 
and other characters. Aretta Baumgartner, a nationally 
acclaimed puppeteer, brought her talents to the show and 
created "Children of Eden’s" special look.

"Aretta taught us the truth about her favorite phrase, ‘The 
becoming is more important than the being,’ " said Director Jay 
Woffington.

"Her vision became our concept for the whole show," said 
Music Director Julie Woffington.

"We created a very complete thought, and that’s what we 
wanted to do," Jay Woffington said. "Thanks to everyone for 
making the journey worth the taking."

"Children of Eden" will live on at Footlighters in a special gift 
from the Woffingtons: A bound, professionally produced, 
coffee-table book of color photos from the show. Thank you, 
Jay and Julie.

Fundraiser Helping 
Pay for AC

A lively song-and-dance revue tit led, "Ballroom to 
Broadway" netted $1,500 for the Stained Glass Theatre’s air-
conditioning fund.

Produced, directed and choreographed by the team of Dan 
Doerger and Greg Underwood, the fundraiser ran June 14-15 
and showcased many familiar faces as well as new Footlighters 
who joined to take dance lessons in our newly reopened Dance 
Studio. This revue featured music and dance from many 
favorite Broadway musicals, old and new.

Footlighters on the stage included Dee Anne Bryll, Marypat 
Carletti, Lauren Carr, Ed Cohen, Matt Dentino, George Fee, Carol 
Hefley, Freida Houck, Ron Houck, John Langley, Maureen 
Lindner, Cathy Lutts, Sandy Morgan, Deana Tully, Jon Vater, 
Jerry Weisenhan, Gary Wettengel, Cindy Wilmes, Bill Winkler, 
Barbara Winters and Janet Wisner.

Many thanks to Dan and Greg for the generous donation to 
Footlighters!

Maureen Lindner (pictured with 
OCTA Board member Peggy Kenney) 
was selected as Footlighters’ Outstanding 
Volunteer in April as part of OCTA’s 
Community Theatre Month.  

Cathy Lutts has a role in Mariemont’s 
"Wally's Café," directed by Norma 
Niinemets and opening in September. 

Megan Williams (you might know 
her as Megan Osborn) performed in 
"GoGo Beach" in June on the 
Showboat Majestic.

Earl Lehkamp says "it’s sort of like 
being on tour," after playing for the third 
time the role of Charlie in "The 
Foreigner." He played Charlie in June 
with the Theatre Guild of Valdosta, 
Georgia, traveling from his home in 
Jacksonville, Florida, for the role he 
perfected on the Footlighters’ stage in 
Winter 2007 and later in Hamilton.

Lynne Aronson’s Flour Power 
Baking Co. now has a booth at the 
Anderson Township Farmer's Market, at 
the Park and Ride lot off Five Mile Road 
behind the Anderson Towne Center. Booth 
is open Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
selling pies, layer cakes, pound cakes, 
cookies, brownies and dog biscuits. 

Rehearsals are getting under way for 
Footlighters’ lavish Fall production of the 
well-known musical "Mame." 

With veteran Director 
Mary Haas leading a 
s t rong  ca s t ,  "Mame"  
promises to be a crowd-
pleaser. Based on a novel 
by Patrick Dennis about life 
with his eccentric and beloved 
Auntie Mame, it was turned 
into a Broadway hit by composer 
and lyricist  Jerry Herman, 
winning three Tony Awards 
when it debuted in 1966. 

Deana Tully will be featured as 
Mame. Tully is a familiar voice and face to 
the Footlighters’ stage, seen in recent 
productions of "Seussical," "Parade" and 
"Children of Eden."  The show opens at the 
Stained Glass Theatre on October 2 and 
runs through October 18, 2008. 

Construct ion begins soon on the 
intriguing set, which will create Mame’s 
swanky New York City apartment on the 
theater’s stage. The multifaceted set 
designed by Rick Stone features a 

movable grand staircase connecting two 
levels of Mame’s home. Stone and Master 
Carpenter Ron Houck will lead the set 

construction team.
Producers for "Mame" 

are Freida Houck 
and Dan Doerger. 
Janet Wisner will be 
the stage manager, with 
C h r i s  Wo l f f  a s  
assistant stage manager. 

The musical and orchestra 
director will be Darin Art. 

Other members of the production crew 
include Deborah Davis, Maureen 
Lindner and Chris Wolff on props 
and set décor; Dee Anne Bryll and 
Greg Underwood doing choreography; 
Carolyn Martinez on costume design; 
Carolyn Rath on make up and wigs; 
Patrick Flerlege and Caryl Hefley 
designing the lighting; and Jeff Abbott 
and Randy Wilburn designing and 
executing the sound.

To purchase tickets for "Mame," visit our 
Web site (www.footlighters.org) or 
call (513) 474-8711.


