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‘Daddy’s Dyin’’ 
Gearing Up For 

Winter Run

THE STAINED GLASS THEATRE

802 York Street 

Newport ,  KY 41071

Comedy “Daddy’s Dyin’ ...” 
Entertains With Laughter And Heart

Dance Studio To Host Lessons Again

‘Children Of Eden’ Readies For Spring Opening 

It’s Spring Party Time In March

‘Eden’ Seeks Helpers  
"Children of Eden" has unique needs for 
set decor and props that will require 
volunteer labor for a variety of tasks: 
•	Set construction
•	Creating animal puppets out of �

natural materials
• Helping sew very simple, �

basic costumes
• Finding/donating items as necessary 
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  F r e i d a  H o u c k  
(ronfritz@fuse.net, or 513-708-0213) or 
Janet Wisner (jlwisner@juno.com), if 
interested in volunteering in any area.

Children Of Eden Cast: 
Father — Robert Weidle 
Eve/Mama Noah — Lori Valentine
Adam/Noah — Rich Roedersheimer
Cain/Jaipeth — Jesse Draud
Abel/Ham — Dustin Baird
Yonah — Jessica Holt
Young Cain —James Sheline
Young Abel — Mitchell Polonsky

Storytellers:  
Lauren Carr 
Jim Curtis 
Nick Donley
Bonnie Emmer
Sarah Gibson
Ken Goldhoff
Sarah Gravely 
Jeff Grooms 
Jyreika Guest
Lukas Hartman
Kendra Kizer
Taylor Reynolds
Ben Schaad 
Vincent Stroud
Elizabeth Sunderhaus
Deana Tully 
John Vater
Meghan Watkins

Young Storytellers:
Alexa Hartsfield
Hope Pauly

Box Office Assistance Sought  
Volunteers are needed to help with 
ticketing duties during "Daddy’s 
Dyin’ …" (February 14- March 2) 
because Box Office Manager Gary 
Wettengale will be busy getting 
ready to go on stage.
Gary plays Daddy Turnover, so he 
can’t man his usual preshow post 
in  the  lobby d i s t r ibu t ing  and 
selling tickets. Interested in 
helping out? Contact Gary, �
(513) 474-0062. 

Director & Cast Of �
“Daddy’s Dyin’ …"

(from left to right in photo at right) 
Harmony Rhodes — Chris Tully 
Marlene Turnover — Angie Dodge
Orville Turnover — John Langley
Evalita Turnover — Jill Herzner
DIrector – Robert Weidle 
Mama Wheelis — Mary Ann Smith
Lurlene Turnover Rogers — Cathy Lutts
Buford "Daddy" Turnover — �

Gary Wettengel
Sara Lee Turnover — Jennifer Drake

The International Thespian Society has 
created a scholarship to honor the 
retirement of Jhon Marshall, who 
spent his career teaching theater to high 
school students and is a performer and 
director in local community theaters.   

Nominations (one per theater per award) 
are due May 1 for three awards given by 
ACT Cincinnati:

•  T h e  R o g e r  G r o o m s  Aw a r d ,  f o r  
o u t s t a n d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  
community theatre by directors ,  
choreographers, music directors and 
actors

• The Art Rouse Award, for overall 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  
community theater

•  Th e  Ma r i o  P i t a c c o  Awa r d ,  f o r  
contributions to theater’s technical side.

Mariemont Players will sponsor an Art 
Sale Fundraiser from 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. on 
Sunday, Jan. 27, at the Walton Creek 

Theater, 4101 Walton Creek Road, 
Mariemont. A portion of the sales will 
benefit Mariemont’s Building Fund. 
Featured will be original oils, acrylics, 
watercolors and limited-edition prints 
by artists such as Dali, Erte, Chagal, 
Peter Max, Agam and other local and 
listed artists. �
Questions:  Call Charlie Sampson, �
(513) 382-5854.

Outstanding Newsletter 
in Ohio, 2007

The Turnover family 
of Lowake, Texas, fares 
best when far apart. But 
they are drawn together 
a t  t h e  f a m i l y ’ s  
f a r m h o u s e  i n  t h e  
summer of 1986 after 
their father’s illness, with 
funny, sad and uplifting results.

"Daddy’s Dyin’ (Who’s Got The 
W i l l ? ) , "  by  De l  Sho r e s ,  r un s  
February  14  to  March  2  a t  the  
Stained Glass Theatre. Director Robert 
Weidle, who says he’s "incredibly pleased 
with the cast," promises this show will 
deliver "an evening of entertainment," 
plus more.

"This show is a comedy, but it is filled 
with a lot of heart and soul," Weidle 
said. "There are some hysterical moments 
where you laugh at ,  and with,  the 
characters. But, there are also very soft, 
touching moments that will make you 
cry. It’s a comedy with meaning."

"Daddy’s Dyin’ …" opened 
in 1988 in Seattle and has 

become popular on the 
communi ty  thea t e r  
circuit. A movie based 
o n  t h e  s c r i p t  w a s  

released in 1990. It’s a 
familiar work for Weidle, 

w h o  p l a y e d  O r v i l l e  
Turnover in a production several 

years ago. 
Dan Phares’ set shows audiences the 

living and dining areas of the 1930-era 
Turnover house, which has that lived-
in  look  o f  a  se t  f rom "Al l  In  The  
Family."  It’s an old woman’s home, 
where the owner "just keeps adding 
stuff," Weidle said. 

The show is produced by Jim Racster 
and Lee Osborn. 

"Daddy’s Dyin’ …" tickets now 
are on sale. Order through our 
Web site (www.footlighters.org), 
or call (513) 474-8711.

Take a peek soon inside the Stained 
Glass Theatre’s Dance Studio and see 
something surprising: A whole lot of 
dancing going on!

Used to be, so much junk ended up in 
there — left-over props, odds and ends of 
furniture, rolls of carpet and material — it 
was a tad difficult to even tell it was a 

dance studio. But all the elements are 
there — wooden floor, a wall of tall 
mirrors, a ballet bar.

Now, thanks to the work of  Dan 
Doerger and Greg Underwood, all the junk 
is cleared out. And thanks to Dan and Dee 
Anne Bryll, dance lessons once again will 
be held inside the wide-open space.

Two classes will be held on Monday 
evenings. Dee Ann's Musical Theatre Tap 
class will be from 6:30 - 7:25 p.m. and 
Greg's Musical Theater Partner Dance 
class will be from 7:30 - 8:25 p.m.

A s  a  s p e c i a l  d e a l ,  
Footlighters’ members will 

pay only $5 per class. Non-members will pay $10 per class. (By 
the way, Footlighters’ memberships begin at $15 per year.)

Contact Greg for more information: gunderwood27@aol.com.
This means the dance studio now is off limits as 

a storage room. We really mean it — Off Limits! It still will be 
available during show runs as a dressing room, but it no longer will be a 
convenient dumping ground for stuff that should go in the basement or out to 
the curb.

Dan, who also focused his organizational zeal on our basement costume 
room, has a request for keeping that room in shape: Hang all returned or 
donated garments on the empty rack in the back of the room, and Dan will 
hang all items in their proper places. If everything gets dumped on the front 
racks or on the floor by the door, as in the past, one soon won’t be able to get 
into the room again.

From the 
President

Dear Footlighters and Friends,
Happy New Year!  I hope 
everyone ’s  ho l idays  were  
enjoyable. It was wonderful to 
see so many new and familiar 
faces at our annual Holiday 
Party in December. It was a great evening of fine food 
and holiday cheer. I’d like to thank Linda Abbott and 
Jim Racster, who worked so hard to orchestrate all the 
details to make this party a huge success. 
During the party’s membership meeting, I gave a brief 
state-of-the-theatre address to recap recent activities of 
our Board of Trustees. Here’s a summary:
First, I acknowledged our dedicated, hard-working Board 
members, our committee heads and other volunteers — 
without them, there would be no "business" — followed by a 
report on our short-term goals: 
Goals In Progress:
• Res ea r ch  po t en t i a l  improvemen t s  t o  th e  	 	 		

auditorium’s acoustics.
• Pursue additional rentals and revisit rate structure 

and contracts.
• Repair the auditorium’s window curtains.
Goals Completed:
• Paid off our mortgage and hosted a wonderful Burn 

The Mortgage party on Oct. 26!
• Remodeled the dressing-room bathroom, thanks to 

Sean Schuster.
• Repaired the chair lift and furnace, thanks to 

Ron Houck.
• Completed the reorganization of the basement 

Costume Room, thanks to Dan Doerger.
• Began our involvement with the Dan Doerger/ 

Greg Underwood scholarship by co-sponsoring a 
holiday show in the theatre, "Viva Las Vegas."

• Completed repair of our stained-glass windows, 
thanks to a $10,000 matching grant from the City 
of Newport.

We then applauded our fall show, "Ballroom," directed 
by Dan Doerger and produced by Peggy Kenney and 
Linda Abbott, which delivered a profit of about 
$4,000! 
Robert Weidle, director of our winter show, "Daddy’s 
Dyin, Who’s got The Will," and Jay and Julie 
Woffington, codirectors of spring’s "Children of Eden," 
then spoke about their works-in-progress. 
We at Footlighters are thankful for so much. Most 
importantly, we are thankful for all of you … our 
volunteers, our patrons and our members. Without 
you, we would not have a purpose. So, whether you 
appear on stage, participate on a show’s production 
staff and technical crew, serve on our Board and/or 
committees, or support us from the audience, we 
thank you for being there for us. 
I thank you, too, for your generous holiday gifts to the 
children of Newport’s Brighton Center and to the 
theatre, and I wish you all the best in the New Year!
Sincerely, �
John Langley, President

‘Viva Las Christmas’ A 
Roaring Success

In just two performances, the holiday show, "Viva Las Christmas" raised just 
over $3,500 for a college scholarship.

A student stuDyin’ theater at Northern Kentucky University will receive the 
scholarship, and it will pay for an entire semester, including books. It will be 
awarded in conjunction with NKU’s theater department. Ken Jones, theater 
chairperson, will help decide which student receives the award.

Greg Underwood and Dan Doerger, the show’s creators, hope to stage more 
shows like this to benefit the Stained Glass Theatre’s restoration. Some ideas they 
are considering are to raise money for sealing the outside bricks and replacing the 
auditorium’s carpet.

"Viva Las Christmas," a holiday song-and-dance revue as lavish as a Las Vegas 
stage show, ran Dec. 8-9 at the Stained Glass Theatre. This was the third time that 
Underwood and Doerger have presented a holiday show, with Footlighters’ joining 
for the first time this year.

They wish to thank the Footlighters who helped out on stage: Jerry Weisenhahn, 
Marypat Carletti, Marsha Roudabaush, Cindy Wilmes, Matt Dentino, Jon Vater, 
Terry Thompson Cannon, Kandy Thompson Cannon and Bonita Brockert.

Thanks, too, to the backstage help from Ron Houck, Freida Houck, George Fee, 
Maureen Kelly, Gary Wettingel, Janet Wisner, Gary Rogers and Dee Anne Bryll. 

We have a wonderful new webmaster, Rick 
Lee, from the Northwest region, who has added a 
lot of information to OCTA’s Web site, so please 
check it out: www.octaweb.org

There will be more additions to the OCTA site 
soon, such as an online OCTA store, a competition to design graphics 
for the new Web site, and OCTA Space (based on the Internet’s 
myspace.com)

Mark your calendars for the mid-winter workshop to be held 
February 16-17, 2008, in the Southeast region. These programs 
always are a lot of fun. Check the Web site for more details. Contact 
Peggy Kenney (pkenney@srsdeaf.org) if you want to attend with the 
group.

Community Theatre Month will be celebrated in April again. 
Information about the activities will follow soon.

Check Out OCTA’s 
Revamped Web Site

With a strong cast selected for 
Footlighters’ joyous spring 
musical "Children of Eden," 
now the work begins to 
create a soaring set and 
c r a f t  a  menag e r i e  o f  
animal puppets.

Director Jay Woffington 
and Music Director/Producer 
Julie Woffington describe as 
phenomenal the chosen cast of 
28, including 20 Storytellers. It 
includes six students from the theater 
depar tment  a t  Nor thern  Kentucky 
University, two from the University of 
C i n c i nna t i ,  a nd  on e  f r om  M i am i  
University, plus four children. Chosen 
from nearly 100 people who auditioned — 
and the competition was fierce — the cast 
is a combination of long-time Footlighters 
and newcomers.

You may recognize Meghan Watkins, 
cast as a Storyteller, from her recent 
appearances as part of Cincinnati's 
winning choir on NBC's "Clash of the 
Choirs." And, Storyteller Vince Stroud is 
a recording artist who won the Procter & 

Gamble "American Idol" singing 
competition. 

Rich Roedersheimer, a 
graduate of the Baldwin-
W a l l a c e  C o l l e g e  
Conservatory of Music 
cast as  Adam/Noah, has 

w o r k e d  a t  s e v e r a l  
professional theaters and 

w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
national tours of "Oklahoma" 

and "Ragtime." 
Long-time Footlighters in the cast 

include Jim Curtis, Ken Goldhoff, Deana 
Tully, Lori Valentine, Jon Vater and 
Robert Weidle.  

This ambitious endeavor is led by the 
Woffingtons and Michael McCormick, 
who wil l  choreograph the show  — 
traveling in from Philadelphia! Jay, Julie 
and Michael last worked together in 2002 
on Footlighters’ "West Side Story," which 
won many Orchid awards, went to the 
state OCTA competition and won City 
Beat’s Cincinnati Entertainment Award as 
2 0 0 2 ’ s  B e s t  C o m m u n i t y  T h e a t e r  
Production.

Aretta Baumgartner, a nationally 
acclaimed puppeteer, will lead the animal 
puppetry and consult on movement. As 
Julie puts it, "With Aretta on our team, 
Julie Taymor and "The Lion King" will get 
a run for their money!" 

Dan Demody’s fantastic set design will 
stretch from one wall of the theater to the 
other — say goodbye to the side curtains 
— and wi l l  feature  mult ip le  levels  
ascending to the heavens. Ron Houck will 
lead set construction.

Diane Carr is designing the costumes. 
Jeff Abbott and Randy Wilburn are 
designing the sound, and Glen Goodwin, 
a professional lighting designer working 
with Footlighters for the first time, is 
designing the lighting. The 13-piece 
orchestra will be conducted by Ken Holdt. 

Produc ing wi th  Ju l i e  a re  Fre ida  
Houck and Janet Wisner, who also is 
the stage manager.
Footl ighters ’  production of 
“Children of Eden" will run May 
1-18. For tickets, visit our Web 
site (www.footlighters.org) or 
call (513) 474-8711.

Karoke singing, a little dancing and 
some video games will keep the lobby 
hopping with some after-dinner fun at 
the Footlighters’ annual Spring Party and 
Membership Meeting.

Please note: The party 
date has changed. The new 
date is Friday, March 7. 

Footlighters will provide an array of 

tasty hors d’oeuvres and light fare, plus 
soft drinks. If you want to drink beer or 
liquor, bring your own bottle.

The party begins at  7 p .m. At 8 
p.m., Board President John Langley 
w i l l  u p d a t e  m e m b e r s  o n  w h a t ’ s  
happening with the troupe and the 
Board .  A l l  Foo t l i gh te r s  and  the i r  
families are invited.

Party Time! 
What:			2008 Spring Party�
															& membership meeting
When:   Friday, March 7�
              		7 p.m. – ?
Where:  Stained Glass Theatre�
                802 York St., Newport, Ky

Dance Studio
continued from page 1

continued on page 2, see “Dance Studio”
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‘Daddy’s Dyin’’ 
Gearing Up For 

Winter Run

THE STAINED GLASS THEATRE

802 York Street 

Newport ,  KY 41071

Comedy “Daddy’s Dyin’ ...” 
Entertains With Laughter And Heart

Dance Studio To Host Lessons Again

‘Children Of Eden’ Readies For Spring Opening 

It’s Spring Party Time In March

‘Eden’ Seeks Helpers  
"Children of Eden" has unique needs for 
set decor and props that will require 
volunteer labor for a variety of tasks: 
•	Set construction
•	Creating animal puppets out of �

natural materials
• Helping sew very simple, �

basic costumes
• Finding/donating items as necessary 
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  F r e i d a  H o u c k  
(ronfritz@fuse.net, or 513-708-0213) or 
Janet Wisner (jlwisner@juno.com), if 
interested in volunteering in any area.

Children Of Eden Cast: 
Father — Robert Weidle 
Eve/Mama Noah — Lori Valentine
Adam/Noah — Rich Roedersheimer
Cain/Jaipeth — Jesse Draud
Abel/Ham — Dustin Baird
Yonah — Jessica Holt
Young Cain —James Sheline
Young Abel — Mitchell Polonsky

Storytellers:  
Lauren Carr 
Jim Curtis 
Nick Donley
Bonnie Emmer
Sarah Gibson
Ken Goldhoff
Sarah Gravely 
Jeff Grooms 
Jyreika Guest
Lukas Hartman
Kendra Kizer
Taylor Reynolds
Ben Schaad 
Vincent Stroud
Elizabeth Sunderhaus
Deana Tully 
John Vater
Meghan Watkins

Young Storytellers:
Alexa Hartsfield
Hope Pauly

Box Office Assistance Sought  
Volunteers are needed to help with 
ticketing duties during "Daddy’s 
Dyin’ …" (February 14- March 2) 
because Box Office Manager Gary 
Wettengale will be busy getting 
ready to go on stage.
Gary plays Daddy Turnover, so he 
can’t man his usual preshow post 
in  the  lobby d i s t r ibu t ing  and 
selling tickets. Interested in 
helping out? Contact Gary, �
(513) 474-0062. 

Director & Cast Of �
“Daddy’s Dyin’ …"

(from left to right in photo at right) 
Harmony Rhodes — Chris Tully 
Marlene Turnover — Angie Dodge
Orville Turnover — John Langley
Evalita Turnover — Jill Herzner
DIrector – Robert Weidle 
Mama Wheelis — Mary Ann Smith
Lurlene Turnover Rogers — Cathy Lutts
Buford "Daddy" Turnover — �

Gary Wettengel
Sara Lee Turnover — Jennifer Drake

The International Thespian Society has 
created a scholarship to honor the 
retirement of Jhon Marshall, who 
spent his career teaching theater to high 
school students and is a performer and 
director in local community theaters.   

Nominations (one per theater per award) 
are due May 1 for three awards given by 
ACT Cincinnati:

•  T h e  R o g e r  G r o o m s  Aw a r d ,  f o r  
o u t s t a n d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  
community theatre by directors ,  
choreographers, music directors and 
actors

• The Art Rouse Award, for overall 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  
community theater

•  Th e  Ma r i o  P i t a c c o  Awa r d ,  f o r  
contributions to theater’s technical side.

Mariemont Players will sponsor an Art 
Sale Fundraiser from 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. on 
Sunday, Jan. 27, at the Walton Creek 

Theater, 4101 Walton Creek Road, 
Mariemont. A portion of the sales will 
benefit Mariemont’s Building Fund. 
Featured will be original oils, acrylics, 
watercolors and limited-edition prints 
by artists such as Dali, Erte, Chagal, 
Peter Max, Agam and other local and 
listed artists. �
Questions:  Call Charlie Sampson, �
(513) 382-5854.

Outstanding Newsletter 
in Ohio, 2007

The Turnover family 
of Lowake, Texas, fares 
best when far apart. But 
they are drawn together 
a t  t h e  f a m i l y ’ s  
f a r m h o u s e  i n  t h e  
summer of 1986 after 
their father’s illness, with 
funny, sad and uplifting results.

"Daddy’s Dyin’ (Who’s Got The 
W i l l ? ) , "  by  De l  Sho r e s ,  r un s  
February  14  to  March  2  a t  the  
Stained Glass Theatre. Director Robert 
Weidle, who says he’s "incredibly pleased 
with the cast," promises this show will 
deliver "an evening of entertainment," 
plus more.

"This show is a comedy, but it is filled 
with a lot of heart and soul," Weidle 
said. "There are some hysterical moments 
where you laugh at ,  and with,  the 
characters. But, there are also very soft, 
touching moments that will make you 
cry. It’s a comedy with meaning."

"Daddy’s Dyin’ …" opened 
in 1988 in Seattle and has 

become popular on the 
communi ty  thea t e r  
circuit. A movie based 
o n  t h e  s c r i p t  w a s  

released in 1990. It’s a 
familiar work for Weidle, 

w h o  p l a y e d  O r v i l l e  
Turnover in a production several 

years ago. 
Dan Phares’ set shows audiences the 

living and dining areas of the 1930-era 
Turnover house, which has that lived-
in  look  o f  a  se t  f rom "Al l  In  The  
Family."  It’s an old woman’s home, 
where the owner "just keeps adding 
stuff," Weidle said. 

The show is produced by Jim Racster 
and Lee Osborn. 

"Daddy’s Dyin’ …" tickets now 
are on sale. Order through our 
Web site (www.footlighters.org), 
or call (513) 474-8711.

Take a peek soon inside the Stained 
Glass Theatre’s Dance Studio and see 
something surprising: A whole lot of 
dancing going on!

Used to be, so much junk ended up in 
there — left-over props, odds and ends of 
furniture, rolls of carpet and material — it 
was a tad difficult to even tell it was a 

dance studio. But all the elements are 
there — wooden floor, a wall of tall 
mirrors, a ballet bar.

Now, thanks to the work of  Dan 
Doerger and Greg Underwood, all the junk 
is cleared out. And thanks to Dan and Dee 
Anne Bryll, dance lessons once again will 
be held inside the wide-open space.

Two classes will be held on Monday 
evenings. Dee Ann's Musical Theatre Tap 
class will be from 6:30 - 7:25 p.m. and 
Greg's Musical Theater Partner Dance 
class will be from 7:30 - 8:25 p.m.

A s  a  s p e c i a l  d e a l ,  
Footlighters’ members will 

pay only $5 per class. Non-members will pay $10 per class. (By 
the way, Footlighters’ memberships begin at $15 per year.)

Contact Greg for more information: gunderwood27@aol.com.
This means the dance studio now is off limits as 

a storage room. We really mean it — Off Limits! It still will be 
available during show runs as a dressing room, but it no longer will be a 
convenient dumping ground for stuff that should go in the basement or out to 
the curb.

Dan, who also focused his organizational zeal on our basement costume 
room, has a request for keeping that room in shape: Hang all returned or 
donated garments on the empty rack in the back of the room, and Dan will 
hang all items in their proper places. If everything gets dumped on the front 
racks or on the floor by the door, as in the past, one soon won’t be able to get 
into the room again.

From the 
President

Dear Footlighters and Friends,
Happy New Year!  I hope 
everyone ’s  ho l idays  were  
enjoyable. It was wonderful to 
see so many new and familiar 
faces at our annual Holiday 
Party in December. It was a great evening of fine food 
and holiday cheer. I’d like to thank Linda Abbott and 
Jim Racster, who worked so hard to orchestrate all the 
details to make this party a huge success. 
During the party’s membership meeting, I gave a brief 
state-of-the-theatre address to recap recent activities of 
our Board of Trustees. Here’s a summary:
First, I acknowledged our dedicated, hard-working Board 
members, our committee heads and other volunteers — 
without them, there would be no "business" — followed by a 
report on our short-term goals: 
Goals In Progress:
• Res ea r ch  po t en t i a l  improvemen t s  t o  th e  	 	 		

auditorium’s acoustics.
• Pursue additional rentals and revisit rate structure 

and contracts.
• Repair the auditorium’s window curtains.
Goals Completed:
• Paid off our mortgage and hosted a wonderful Burn 

The Mortgage party on Oct. 26!
• Remodeled the dressing-room bathroom, thanks to 

Sean Schuster.
• Repaired the chair lift and furnace, thanks to 

Ron Houck.
• Completed the reorganization of the basement 

Costume Room, thanks to Dan Doerger.
• Began our involvement with the Dan Doerger/ 

Greg Underwood scholarship by co-sponsoring a 
holiday show in the theatre, "Viva Las Vegas."

• Completed repair of our stained-glass windows, 
thanks to a $10,000 matching grant from the City 
of Newport.

We then applauded our fall show, "Ballroom," directed 
by Dan Doerger and produced by Peggy Kenney and 
Linda Abbott, which delivered a profit of about 
$4,000! 
Robert Weidle, director of our winter show, "Daddy’s 
Dyin, Who’s got The Will," and Jay and Julie 
Woffington, codirectors of spring’s "Children of Eden," 
then spoke about their works-in-progress. 
We at Footlighters are thankful for so much. Most 
importantly, we are thankful for all of you … our 
volunteers, our patrons and our members. Without 
you, we would not have a purpose. So, whether you 
appear on stage, participate on a show’s production 
staff and technical crew, serve on our Board and/or 
committees, or support us from the audience, we 
thank you for being there for us. 
I thank you, too, for your generous holiday gifts to the 
children of Newport’s Brighton Center and to the 
theatre, and I wish you all the best in the New Year!
Sincerely, �
John Langley, President

‘Viva Las Christmas’ A 
Roaring Success

In just two performances, the holiday show, "Viva Las Christmas" raised just 
over $3,500 for a college scholarship.

A student stuDyin’ theater at Northern Kentucky University will receive the 
scholarship, and it will pay for an entire semester, including books. It will be 
awarded in conjunction with NKU’s theater department. Ken Jones, theater 
chairperson, will help decide which student receives the award.

Greg Underwood and Dan Doerger, the show’s creators, hope to stage more 
shows like this to benefit the Stained Glass Theatre’s restoration. Some ideas they 
are considering are to raise money for sealing the outside bricks and replacing the 
auditorium’s carpet.

"Viva Las Christmas," a holiday song-and-dance revue as lavish as a Las Vegas 
stage show, ran Dec. 8-9 at the Stained Glass Theatre. This was the third time that 
Underwood and Doerger have presented a holiday show, with Footlighters’ joining 
for the first time this year.

They wish to thank the Footlighters who helped out on stage: Jerry Weisenhahn, 
Marypat Carletti, Marsha Roudabaush, Cindy Wilmes, Matt Dentino, Jon Vater, 
Terry Thompson Cannon, Kandy Thompson Cannon and Bonita Brockert.

Thanks, too, to the backstage help from Ron Houck, Freida Houck, George Fee, 
Maureen Kelly, Gary Wettingel, Janet Wisner, Gary Rogers and Dee Anne Bryll. 

We have a wonderful new webmaster, Rick 
Lee, from the Northwest region, who has added a 
lot of information to OCTA’s Web site, so please 
check it out: www.octaweb.org

There will be more additions to the OCTA site 
soon, such as an online OCTA store, a competition to design graphics 
for the new Web site, and OCTA Space (based on the Internet’s 
myspace.com)

Mark your calendars for the mid-winter workshop to be held 
February 16-17, 2008, in the Southeast region. These programs 
always are a lot of fun. Check the Web site for more details. Contact 
Peggy Kenney (pkenney@srsdeaf.org) if you want to attend with the 
group.

Community Theatre Month will be celebrated in April again. 
Information about the activities will follow soon.

Check Out OCTA’s 
Revamped Web Site

With a strong cast selected for 
Footlighters’ joyous spring 
musical "Children of Eden," 
now the work begins to 
create a soaring set and 
c r a f t  a  menag e r i e  o f  
animal puppets.

Director Jay Woffington 
and Music Director/Producer 
Julie Woffington describe as 
phenomenal the chosen cast of 
28, including 20 Storytellers. It 
includes six students from the theater 
depar tment  a t  Nor thern  Kentucky 
University, two from the University of 
C i n c i nna t i ,  a nd  on e  f r om  M i am i  
University, plus four children. Chosen 
from nearly 100 people who auditioned — 
and the competition was fierce — the cast 
is a combination of long-time Footlighters 
and newcomers.

You may recognize Meghan Watkins, 
cast as a Storyteller, from her recent 
appearances as part of Cincinnati's 
winning choir on NBC's "Clash of the 
Choirs." And, Storyteller Vince Stroud is 
a recording artist who won the Procter & 

Gamble "American Idol" singing 
competition. 

Rich Roedersheimer, a 
graduate of the Baldwin-
W a l l a c e  C o l l e g e  
Conservatory of Music 
cast as  Adam/Noah, has 

w o r k e d  a t  s e v e r a l  
professional theaters and 

w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
national tours of "Oklahoma" 

and "Ragtime." 
Long-time Footlighters in the cast 

include Jim Curtis, Ken Goldhoff, Deana 
Tully, Lori Valentine, Jon Vater and 
Robert Weidle.  

This ambitious endeavor is led by the 
Woffingtons and Michael McCormick, 
who wil l  choreograph the show  — 
traveling in from Philadelphia! Jay, Julie 
and Michael last worked together in 2002 
on Footlighters’ "West Side Story," which 
won many Orchid awards, went to the 
state OCTA competition and won City 
Beat’s Cincinnati Entertainment Award as 
2 0 0 2 ’ s  B e s t  C o m m u n i t y  T h e a t e r  
Production.

Aretta Baumgartner, a nationally 
acclaimed puppeteer, will lead the animal 
puppetry and consult on movement. As 
Julie puts it, "With Aretta on our team, 
Julie Taymor and "The Lion King" will get 
a run for their money!" 

Dan Demody’s fantastic set design will 
stretch from one wall of the theater to the 
other — say goodbye to the side curtains 
— and wi l l  feature  mult ip le  levels  
ascending to the heavens. Ron Houck will 
lead set construction.

Diane Carr is designing the costumes. 
Jeff Abbott and Randy Wilburn are 
designing the sound, and Glen Goodwin, 
a professional lighting designer working 
with Footlighters for the first time, is 
designing the lighting. The 13-piece 
orchestra will be conducted by Ken Holdt. 

Produc ing wi th  Ju l i e  a re  Fre ida  
Houck and Janet Wisner, who also is 
the stage manager.
Footl ighters ’  production of 
“Children of Eden" will run May 
1-18. For tickets, visit our Web 
site (www.footlighters.org) or 
call (513) 474-8711.

Karoke singing, a little dancing and 
some video games will keep the lobby 
hopping with some after-dinner fun at 
the Footlighters’ annual Spring Party and 
Membership Meeting.

Please note: The party 
date has changed. The new 
date is Friday, March 7. 

Footlighters will provide an array of 

tasty hors d’oeuvres and light fare, plus 
soft drinks. If you want to drink beer or 
liquor, bring your own bottle.

The party begins at  7 p .m. At 8 
p.m., Board President John Langley 
w i l l  u p d a t e  m e m b e r s  o n  w h a t ’ s  
happening with the troupe and the 
Board .  A l l  Foo t l i gh te r s  and  the i r  
families are invited.

Party Time! 
What:			2008 Spring Party�
															& membership meeting
When:   Friday, March 7�
              		7 p.m. – ?
Where:  Stained Glass Theatre�
                802 York St., Newport, Ky

Dance Studio
continued from page 1

continued on page 2, see “Dance Studio”
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‘Daddy’s Dyin’’ 
Gearing Up For 

Winter Run

THE STAINED GLASS THEATRE

802 York Street 

Newport ,  KY 41071

Comedy “Daddy’s Dyin’ ...” 
Entertains With Laughter And Heart

Dance Studio To Host Lessons Again

‘Children Of Eden’ Readies For Spring Opening 

It’s Spring Party Time In March

‘Eden’ Seeks Helpers  
"Children of Eden" has unique needs for 
set decor and props that will require 
volunteer labor for a variety of tasks: 
•	Set construction
•	Creating animal puppets out of �

natural materials
• Helping sew very simple, �

basic costumes
• Finding/donating items as necessary 
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  F r e i d a  H o u c k  
(ronfritz@fuse.net, or 513-708-0213) or 
Janet Wisner (jlwisner@juno.com), if 
interested in volunteering in any area.

Children Of Eden Cast: 
Father — Robert Weidle 
Eve/Mama Noah — Lori Valentine
Adam/Noah — Rich Roedersheimer
Cain/Jaipeth — Jesse Draud
Abel/Ham — Dustin Baird
Yonah — Jessica Holt
Young Cain —James Sheline
Young Abel — Mitchell Polonsky

Storytellers:  
Lauren Carr 
Jim Curtis 
Nick Donley
Bonnie Emmer
Sarah Gibson
Ken Goldhoff
Sarah Gravely 
Jeff Grooms 
Jyreika Guest
Lukas Hartman
Kendra Kizer
Taylor Reynolds
Ben Schaad 
Vincent Stroud
Elizabeth Sunderhaus
Deana Tully 
John Vater
Meghan Watkins

Young Storytellers:
Alexa Hartsfield
Hope Pauly

Box Office Assistance Sought  
Volunteers are needed to help with 
ticketing duties during "Daddy’s 
Dyin’ …" (February 14- March 2) 
because Box Office Manager Gary 
Wettengale will be busy getting 
ready to go on stage.
Gary plays Daddy Turnover, so he 
can’t man his usual preshow post 
in  the  lobby d i s t r ibu t ing  and 
selling tickets. Interested in 
helping out? Contact Gary, �
(513) 474-0062. 

Director & Cast Of �
“Daddy’s Dyin’ …"

(from left to right in photo at right) 
Harmony Rhodes — Chris Tully 
Marlene Turnover — Angie Dodge
Orville Turnover — John Langley
Evalita Turnover — Jill Herzner
DIrector – Robert Weidle 
Mama Wheelis — Mary Ann Smith
Lurlene Turnover Rogers — Cathy Lutts
Buford "Daddy" Turnover — �

Gary Wettengel
Sara Lee Turnover — Jennifer Drake

The International Thespian Society has 
created a scholarship to honor the 
retirement of Jhon Marshall, who 
spent his career teaching theater to high 
school students and is a performer and 
director in local community theaters.   

Nominations (one per theater per award) 
are due May 1 for three awards given by 
ACT Cincinnati:

•  T h e  R o g e r  G r o o m s  Aw a r d ,  f o r  
o u t s t a n d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  
community theatre by directors ,  
choreographers, music directors and 
actors

• The Art Rouse Award, for overall 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  
community theater

•  Th e  Ma r i o  P i t a c c o  Awa r d ,  f o r  
contributions to theater’s technical side.

Mariemont Players will sponsor an Art 
Sale Fundraiser from 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. on 
Sunday, Jan. 27, at the Walton Creek 

Theater, 4101 Walton Creek Road, 
Mariemont. A portion of the sales will 
benefit Mariemont’s Building Fund. 
Featured will be original oils, acrylics, 
watercolors and limited-edition prints 
by artists such as Dali, Erte, Chagal, 
Peter Max, Agam and other local and 
listed artists. �
Questions:  Call Charlie Sampson, �
(513) 382-5854.

Outstanding Newsletter 
in Ohio, 2007

The Turnover family 
of Lowake, Texas, fares 
best when far apart. But 
they are drawn together 
a t  t h e  f a m i l y ’ s  
f a r m h o u s e  i n  t h e  
summer of 1986 after 
their father’s illness, with 
funny, sad and uplifting results.

"Daddy’s Dyin’ (Who’s Got The 
W i l l ? ) , "  by  De l  Sho r e s ,  r un s  
February  14  to  March  2  a t  the  
Stained Glass Theatre. Director Robert 
Weidle, who says he’s "incredibly pleased 
with the cast," promises this show will 
deliver "an evening of entertainment," 
plus more.

"This show is a comedy, but it is filled 
with a lot of heart and soul," Weidle 
said. "There are some hysterical moments 
where you laugh at ,  and with,  the 
characters. But, there are also very soft, 
touching moments that will make you 
cry. It’s a comedy with meaning."

"Daddy’s Dyin’ …" opened 
in 1988 in Seattle and has 

become popular on the 
communi ty  thea t e r  
circuit. A movie based 
o n  t h e  s c r i p t  w a s  

released in 1990. It’s a 
familiar work for Weidle, 

w h o  p l a y e d  O r v i l l e  
Turnover in a production several 

years ago. 
Dan Phares’ set shows audiences the 

living and dining areas of the 1930-era 
Turnover house, which has that lived-
in  look  o f  a  se t  f rom "Al l  In  The  
Family."  It’s an old woman’s home, 
where the owner "just keeps adding 
stuff," Weidle said. 

The show is produced by Jim Racster 
and Lee Osborn. 

"Daddy’s Dyin’ …" tickets now 
are on sale. Order through our 
Web site (www.footlighters.org), 
or call (513) 474-8711.

Take a peek soon inside the Stained 
Glass Theatre’s Dance Studio and see 
something surprising: A whole lot of 
dancing going on!

Used to be, so much junk ended up in 
there — left-over props, odds and ends of 
furniture, rolls of carpet and material — it 
was a tad difficult to even tell it was a 

dance studio. But all the elements are 
there — wooden floor, a wall of tall 
mirrors, a ballet bar.

Now, thanks to the work of  Dan 
Doerger and Greg Underwood, all the junk 
is cleared out. And thanks to Dan and Dee 
Anne Bryll, dance lessons once again will 
be held inside the wide-open space.

Two classes will be held on Monday 
evenings. Dee Ann's Musical Theatre Tap 
class will be from 6:30 - 7:25 p.m. and 
Greg's Musical Theater Partner Dance 
class will be from 7:30 - 8:25 p.m.

A s  a  s p e c i a l  d e a l ,  
Footlighters’ members will 

pay only $5 per class. Non-members will pay $10 per class. (By 
the way, Footlighters’ memberships begin at $15 per year.)

Contact Greg for more information: gunderwood27@aol.com.
This means the dance studio now is off limits as 

a storage room. We really mean it — Off Limits! It still will be 
available during show runs as a dressing room, but it no longer will be a 
convenient dumping ground for stuff that should go in the basement or out to 
the curb.

Dan, who also focused his organizational zeal on our basement costume 
room, has a request for keeping that room in shape: Hang all returned or 
donated garments on the empty rack in the back of the room, and Dan will 
hang all items in their proper places. If everything gets dumped on the front 
racks or on the floor by the door, as in the past, one soon won’t be able to get 
into the room again.

From the 
President

Dear Footlighters and Friends,
Happy New Year!  I hope 
everyone ’s  ho l idays  were  
enjoyable. It was wonderful to 
see so many new and familiar 
faces at our annual Holiday 
Party in December. It was a great evening of fine food 
and holiday cheer. I’d like to thank Linda Abbott and 
Jim Racster, who worked so hard to orchestrate all the 
details to make this party a huge success. 
During the party’s membership meeting, I gave a brief 
state-of-the-theatre address to recap recent activities of 
our Board of Trustees. Here’s a summary:
First, I acknowledged our dedicated, hard-working Board 
members, our committee heads and other volunteers — 
without them, there would be no "business" — followed by a 
report on our short-term goals: 
Goals In Progress:
• Res ea r ch  po t en t i a l  improvemen t s  t o  th e  	 	 		

auditorium’s acoustics.
• Pursue additional rentals and revisit rate structure 

and contracts.
• Repair the auditorium’s window curtains.
Goals Completed:
• Paid off our mortgage and hosted a wonderful Burn 

The Mortgage party on Oct. 26!
• Remodeled the dressing-room bathroom, thanks to 

Sean Schuster.
• Repaired the chair lift and furnace, thanks to 

Ron Houck.
• Completed the reorganization of the basement 

Costume Room, thanks to Dan Doerger.
• Began our involvement with the Dan Doerger/ 

Greg Underwood scholarship by co-sponsoring a 
holiday show in the theatre, "Viva Las Vegas."

• Completed repair of our stained-glass windows, 
thanks to a $10,000 matching grant from the City 
of Newport.

We then applauded our fall show, "Ballroom," directed 
by Dan Doerger and produced by Peggy Kenney and 
Linda Abbott, which delivered a profit of about 
$4,000! 
Robert Weidle, director of our winter show, "Daddy’s 
Dyin, Who’s got The Will," and Jay and Julie 
Woffington, codirectors of spring’s "Children of Eden," 
then spoke about their works-in-progress. 
We at Footlighters are thankful for so much. Most 
importantly, we are thankful for all of you … our 
volunteers, our patrons and our members. Without 
you, we would not have a purpose. So, whether you 
appear on stage, participate on a show’s production 
staff and technical crew, serve on our Board and/or 
committees, or support us from the audience, we 
thank you for being there for us. 
I thank you, too, for your generous holiday gifts to the 
children of Newport’s Brighton Center and to the 
theatre, and I wish you all the best in the New Year!
Sincerely, �
John Langley, President

‘Viva Las Christmas’ A 
Roaring Success

In just two performances, the holiday show, "Viva Las Christmas" raised just 
over $3,500 for a college scholarship.

A student stuDyin’ theater at Northern Kentucky University will receive the 
scholarship, and it will pay for an entire semester, including books. It will be 
awarded in conjunction with NKU’s theater department. Ken Jones, theater 
chairperson, will help decide which student receives the award.

Greg Underwood and Dan Doerger, the show’s creators, hope to stage more 
shows like this to benefit the Stained Glass Theatre’s restoration. Some ideas they 
are considering are to raise money for sealing the outside bricks and replacing the 
auditorium’s carpet.

"Viva Las Christmas," a holiday song-and-dance revue as lavish as a Las Vegas 
stage show, ran Dec. 8-9 at the Stained Glass Theatre. This was the third time that 
Underwood and Doerger have presented a holiday show, with Footlighters’ joining 
for the first time this year.

They wish to thank the Footlighters who helped out on stage: Jerry Weisenhahn, 
Marypat Carletti, Marsha Roudabaush, Cindy Wilmes, Matt Dentino, Jon Vater, 
Terry Thompson Cannon, Kandy Thompson Cannon and Bonita Brockert.

Thanks, too, to the backstage help from Ron Houck, Freida Houck, George Fee, 
Maureen Kelly, Gary Wettingel, Janet Wisner, Gary Rogers and Dee Anne Bryll. 

We have a wonderful new webmaster, Rick 
Lee, from the Northwest region, who has added a 
lot of information to OCTA’s Web site, so please 
check it out: www.octaweb.org

There will be more additions to the OCTA site 
soon, such as an online OCTA store, a competition to design graphics 
for the new Web site, and OCTA Space (based on the Internet’s 
myspace.com)

Mark your calendars for the mid-winter workshop to be held 
February 16-17, 2008, in the Southeast region. These programs 
always are a lot of fun. Check the Web site for more details. Contact 
Peggy Kenney (pkenney@srsdeaf.org) if you want to attend with the 
group.

Community Theatre Month will be celebrated in April again. 
Information about the activities will follow soon.

Check Out OCTA’s 
Revamped Web Site

With a strong cast selected for 
Footlighters’ joyous spring 
musical "Children of Eden," 
now the work begins to 
create a soaring set and 
c r a f t  a  menag e r i e  o f  
animal puppets.

Director Jay Woffington 
and Music Director/Producer 
Julie Woffington describe as 
phenomenal the chosen cast of 
28, including 20 Storytellers. It 
includes six students from the theater 
depar tment  a t  Nor thern  Kentucky 
University, two from the University of 
C i n c i nna t i ,  a nd  on e  f r om  M i am i  
University, plus four children. Chosen 
from nearly 100 people who auditioned — 
and the competition was fierce — the cast 
is a combination of long-time Footlighters 
and newcomers.

You may recognize Meghan Watkins, 
cast as a Storyteller, from her recent 
appearances as part of Cincinnati's 
winning choir on NBC's "Clash of the 
Choirs." And, Storyteller Vince Stroud is 
a recording artist who won the Procter & 

Gamble "American Idol" singing 
competition. 

Rich Roedersheimer, a 
graduate of the Baldwin-
W a l l a c e  C o l l e g e  
Conservatory of Music 
cast as  Adam/Noah, has 

w o r k e d  a t  s e v e r a l  
professional theaters and 

w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
national tours of "Oklahoma" 

and "Ragtime." 
Long-time Footlighters in the cast 

include Jim Curtis, Ken Goldhoff, Deana 
Tully, Lori Valentine, Jon Vater and 
Robert Weidle.  

This ambitious endeavor is led by the 
Woffingtons and Michael McCormick, 
who wil l  choreograph the show  — 
traveling in from Philadelphia! Jay, Julie 
and Michael last worked together in 2002 
on Footlighters’ "West Side Story," which 
won many Orchid awards, went to the 
state OCTA competition and won City 
Beat’s Cincinnati Entertainment Award as 
2 0 0 2 ’ s  B e s t  C o m m u n i t y  T h e a t e r  
Production.

Aretta Baumgartner, a nationally 
acclaimed puppeteer, will lead the animal 
puppetry and consult on movement. As 
Julie puts it, "With Aretta on our team, 
Julie Taymor and "The Lion King" will get 
a run for their money!" 

Dan Demody’s fantastic set design will 
stretch from one wall of the theater to the 
other — say goodbye to the side curtains 
— and wi l l  feature  mult ip le  levels  
ascending to the heavens. Ron Houck will 
lead set construction.

Diane Carr is designing the costumes. 
Jeff Abbott and Randy Wilburn are 
designing the sound, and Glen Goodwin, 
a professional lighting designer working 
with Footlighters for the first time, is 
designing the lighting. The 13-piece 
orchestra will be conducted by Ken Holdt. 

Produc ing wi th  Ju l i e  a re  Fre ida  
Houck and Janet Wisner, who also is 
the stage manager.
Footl ighters ’  production of 
“Children of Eden" will run May 
1-18. For tickets, visit our Web 
site (www.footlighters.org) or 
call (513) 474-8711.

Karoke singing, a little dancing and 
some video games will keep the lobby 
hopping with some after-dinner fun at 
the Footlighters’ annual Spring Party and 
Membership Meeting.

Please note: The party 
date has changed. The new 
date is Friday, March 7. 

Footlighters will provide an array of 

tasty hors d’oeuvres and light fare, plus 
soft drinks. If you want to drink beer or 
liquor, bring your own bottle.

The party begins at  7 p .m. At 8 
p.m., Board President John Langley 
w i l l  u p d a t e  m e m b e r s  o n  w h a t ’ s  
happening with the troupe and the 
Board .  A l l  Foo t l i gh te r s  and  the i r  
families are invited.

Party Time! 
What:			2008 Spring Party�
															& membership meeting
When:   Friday, March 7�
              		7 p.m. – ?
Where:  Stained Glass Theatre�
                802 York St., Newport, Ky
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