Elegant “Ballroom” A Crowd Pleaser

Footlighters’ Fall show, “Ballroom” filled the seats and left
audiences wanting to sign up for Lindy lessons.

Our “Ballroom” swept onstage as ballroom dancing enjoys a
revitalized popularity, thanks to such influences as TV’s “Dancing
With The Stars.” The show sold out at least five times, selling more
than $26,600 worth of tickets.

Director Dan Doerger described the show as a “near perfect mix
of singers, dancers and actors” who made it all work beautifully
with a combination of performers new to the group and veteran
Footlighters.

“I have worked with few casts that bonded like this one. It was a
pleasure going to rehearsals and working with this incredible
bunch of performers,” Doerger said. “When I direct a show I hope
for three things: a top-notch production that audiences enjoy, the
cast leaving with the feeling they have learned something, and
everyone (audience and cast) having a good time. I think all three

o

happened with ‘Ballroom!.

Changes Made To
OCTAFest Competition

By Peggy Kenney

Take a minute and log onto OCTA’s new Web site:
http://www.octaweb.org www.octaweb.org.

You will find the latest OCTA information there, in a newly
designed easy-to-use format, including the statewide call board,
the Executive Board’s contact information
and upcoming OCTA events. Rick Lee, the
new Webmaster, is doing a marvelous job,
so check it out and let him know.

At OCTA’s state board retreat in
Columbus Oct.19-21, a few changes were
made regarding OCTAfest:

Instead of limiting the time that groups
have for set up and the 30-minute excerpt,
each group will be given 45 minutes — all
inclusive. As soon as the set up and sound checks are
completed, the excerpt will begin. At the end of 40 minutes, the
stage will go dark and all judging will stop. Then the group will
have 5 minutes to strike, using the work lights.

This will influence how quickly audiences will need to be seated
because it won’t be known how long each group’s preparation will
take. But it will help the performing groups to not have to panic if
they have problems with set up or if sound checks take longer than
10 minutes, as in the old regulations. This method has worked very
successfully for two years at OCTA JR competition.

Because OCTA wants to assure that the best shows from each
regional OCTAfest are brought to the state conference, no
showcasing (performing an excerpt with no intention of going to
state competition if chosen) will be permitted at regional
competition.

The ruling to declare April as Community Theater Month still is
in the Ohio Statehouse but is very close to passing. And, OCTA will
have workshops this year to train new responders and
guide/respondents.

We’ll keep you posted on all these events. For questions about
OCTA, contact OCTA delegate Peggy Kenney (
“mailto:pkenney @srsdeaf.org” pkenney@srsdeaf.org), who also
serves on OCTA’s state Executive Board.

Choreographer Greg Underwood enjoyed watching the dancers’
grow confident as they moved through the summer’s “ballroom
boot camp” and into the fall rehearsals.

“Many of them went from knowing nothing about ballroom
dancing to doing complicated show numbers. All the dance
routines had a different personality and style, and it was fun to see
cast members adding a bit of themselves to the dances,”
Underwood said. “I would do it all again! Can we do “Ballroom”
two years in a row? Thanks Footlighters, and thanks to a
wonderful cast.”

“Ballroom” also
welcomed some out-of-
town visitors to the
audience from OCTA
(Ohio Community
Theatre Association):
Jim and Ginny
Morrison, 1st vice
president; Jerry
Zimmerman, OCTA
president; and Harold
Poppe, State Conference
‘08 chair.

Ballroom Memories:
Producers have one
souvenir left from
“Ballroom,” a large,
blue duffel bag with
the show’s logo.
Interested? Contact
Peggy Kenney, (513)
661-4359. Cost: $10.50.

ACT Cincinnati Chips

In For State Expenses

By Robert Weidle

ACT Cincinnati’s Board has decided to help theater groups
cover the cost of taking a show to state competition.

Play excerpts selected at the June 2008 competition to
represent the Southwest Region at the state level will receive
$300 toward the cost of taking the excerpt on the road.

It’s not too early to start planning for the June 2008 Act
Cincinnati convention, which will be based in a new location.
ACT Cincinnati will be held June 26-28, 2008, with play
excerpts performed at the usual location, Miami University’s
Hamilton campus.

The new hotel site will be The Embassy Suites in Blue Ash on
the Reed Hartman Highway. Cost will be $119 per night for a
Queen-Sized Suite, which sleeps four people, and $129 per
night for a Double Queen-Sized Suite, which sleeps six. Each
registered guest will receive a free breakfast every morning and
may attend a Manager’s Reception every evening, with cocktails
and hors d’oeuvres.

ACT will pay for a Hospitality Room at the hotel. To make
reservations, call The Embassy Suites, (513) 733-8900.

Earl Lehkamp and Mary Ann Smith
doing the Lindy Hop.



Hey Footlighters — 1t’s Holiday Party Time!

Come join your friends at Footlighters for
the annual Holiday Party — for a good meal,
some catching up and some holiday cheer.

The Holiday Party, combined with a
membership meeting, will be from 5 p.m.
to 8 p.m. on Sunday, December 2,
at the Stained Glass Theatre. All
Footlighters and their families are invited.

Footlighters will provide the meal’s main
dish, serving at 6 p.m. Members are asked
to bring something to share. (Suggested
pattern: Last names, A-J, salads or sides; K-
P hors d’oeuvres; Q-Z, desserts.)

Board President John Langley will
update us at 5:30 p.m. on what’s happening
with the Board.

‘Children Of Eden’ Audltmns In December

Auditions will take place on

Thursday, Dec. 6, from 7 p.m.-
9:30 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 8
from noon-5 p.m. for
Footlighters’ spring show,
“Children of Eden.”

Callbacks will be Sunday,
Dec. 9, at 6 p.m. Callbacks
will require some movement
so dress comfortably.

The melodic, energetic score mixes
pop, folk, rock, reggae, gospel and Broadway:.

The show requires strong vocal
performances and some movement, but no
dance experience required. Singers should
prepare a song. A piano accompanist will
be provided.

“Children of Eden” — from Stephen
Schwartz (“Godspell,” “Pippin,” “Wicked”)
and John Caird (“Les Misérables”) — is a
joyous, inspirational musical. Based on the
story of Genesis, this is a frank, humorous
examination of the conflict between parents
and children.

The show, which runs May 1-18, will be
directed by Jay Woffington with musical
direction by Julie Woffington, choreography

by Michael McCormick, and
puppetry by Aretta
Baumgartner. Jay, Julie and
Michael collaborated in
2002 on Footlighters’
award-winning “West Side
Story.”
A multiracial cast from
ages 12 to 80 is needed:
Storytellers - A strong
vocal ensemble with featured
soloists. Many other roles and animal
puppeteers will be cast from this group.
About 16 people: all vocal parts, ethnic
backgrounds and ages desired. Choral
experience a plus.
Father - male, stage age 45+
Adam/Noah - male, stage age 30-40
Eve/Noah’s Wife - female, stage age 30-40
Cain/Jaipheth - male, stage age 15-25
Abel/Ham - male, stage age 15-25
Yonah - female, stage age 15-25
Young Cain, male, stage age 8-14
Young Abel, male, stage age 8-14
Other roles and featured soloists
Questions? Contact Julie Woffington,
(513) 231-9955 or woffingtonjc@gmail.com.

“Viva Las Christmas” Benefits Scholarship

Boost your spirits with this delightful
seasonal musical, “Viva Las Christmas,” a
holiday song-and-dance revue as lavish and
sparkling as a Las Vegas show.

Created by veteran performers Dan
Doerger and Greg Underwood, this musical
variety show is certain to put you in a
holiday mood. Underwood and Doerger also
produce and direct the show, with
Underwood doing the choreography.

Proceeds will benefit a scholarship
for the performing arts to be presented
by Doerger, Underwood and the
Footlighters troupe. This is the third

year Dan and Greg have presented a
holiday show, with Footlighters joining
for the first time this year.

Show Dates: Saturday, Dec. 8, at 7
p-m. & Sunday, Dec. 9 at 2 p.m.
at the Stained Glass Theatre.
Tickets are on sale at www.Footlighters.org.

Cast includes: Deborah Mitchell
and Matt Dentino as Eve and
Eddie, plus Jon Vater, Steve Lester,
Meridith Keith-Church, Bonita
Brockert, Tracey Kellum, The Greg
Underwood Dancers, and Dee
Anne Bryll’s tap troupe.

Keeping with two Holiday Party
traditions, members may bring gifts for the
theater and/or for the Brighton Center, a
neighborhood agency that helps Newport
families who are homeless or in need. If
bringing a gift for the Brighton Center (new
toys, new clothing, backpacks, etc.), please
bring it unwrapped for a child up to age 16.

The theater can use almost anything —
cleaning supplies, paper towels, bathroom
tissue, trash bags and office supplies. Also
welcomed: gift cards to places such as
Home Depot and Lowe’s so crews can buy
set-building supplies, etc.

Party Time!

What: 2007 Holiday Party
membership meeting
When: Sunday, Dec. 2
5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Where: Stained Glass Theatre

802 York St., Newport, Ky

b

‘Daddy’s Dying
Gearing Up For
Winter Run

Construction begins in mid-December to
turn the Footlighters’ stage into the
sprawling house of the Turnover family, the
stars of our winter show, “Daddy’s Dyin’
Who’s Got The Will?”

The audience will spy on the Turnovers
as the large Texas family reunites to await
the imminent death of their father. Of
course, there are humorous complications
surrounding the drafting of his will as the
family’s varied personalities clash.

Rehearsals start Jan. 2, and the show
runs Feb. 14 - March 2.

Robert Weidle directs this show, with Jim
Racster, Lee Osborn and Shirley Williams
producing.

Dan Phares is designing the set, and Rick
Stone will be the master builder, with help
from Ron Houck and Bill Winkler.

Other crew members: Barb Hoffmann set
decor; Theresa Greenwood and Peggy
Kenney, props design; Ali Willis, lighting
design; Mark Aronson, sound design; Jim
Curtis, costumes and lobby display; Jim
Percival, wigs/hairdresser; and Chris Wolff,
stage manager.
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Footlighters’” Footnotes

Congratulations to Amy and Rick
Hamilton on the arrival of their
beautiful daughter Sophia! After spending
a few weeks together in Guatemala, the
happy family arrived home in September.

Robert Weidle and Jon Vater
enjoyed a recent encounter in Dayton,
Ohio, with Stephen Schwartz, composer of
Broadway greats "Godspell,” "Wicked,”
and “Children of Eden.” They attended a

master class with Schwartz, in Dayton to
develop a new show. Robert was thrilled
when he was selected in a drawing to sing
for Schwartz.

Brian Richardson and Fred Tacon
are performing in “Caroline, or Change”
with New Stage Collective, Oct. 25 -
Nov.18.

And, many Footlighters were in Cincinnati
Music Theatre’s “Follies,” Nov. 2-11:
Laurie Brinkman, Rick Kramer,
Catherine Ross, Sharon Shelton,
Deana Tully Joe Hormnbaker,
Dennis Murphy, Danny Duncan,
Kevin Stout, Dustin Baird, Ruth
Crowley, Kim Toft, Gary
Wettengel and Julie Anderson;
plus JV Katz, Melody Nordmoe
and Greg Underwood, choreography.

Hope you got to see... Burt McCollom,
Dennis Murphy and Bill Balfour
performing in Mad Anthony Theatre
Company’s "Art”, in October at the Fitton
Center for the Creative Arts in Hamilton.
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