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Dear Members and Friends,

Here we are again, starting another great 
season at The Stained Glass Theatre. 

On August 25, we held our annual Board of 
Trustees retreat — and we had a very productive day!  We began by 
welcoming our new Board members — Cathy Lutts, Christine 
Wolff and Gary Rogers — who the membership elected at our 
annual summer party. Jim Racster, elected as an alternate, also was 
welcomed to full Board membership, following the recent resignation of 
Paul Strabley.  Deanna Tully now has been invited to serve on 
the Board as alternate, but I have not yet confirmed her acceptance.

The Board elected and appointed the following:

Officers  �
President — John Langley�
Vice President Administration & Building Rentals — 
Chris Wolff�
Vice President Facility — Ron Houck, who is seeking someone to 
take over next year�
Vice President Productions — Cathy Lutts�
Secretary — Peggy Kenney�
Treasurer — George Fee, also seeking someone to take over next year

Committee Chairs�
ACT Rep -- Robert Weidle & Dee Anne Bryll�
Director & Play Selections -- Jim Curtis  �
Excerpt Selection -- Sharon Shelton�
Grant Writing -- Janet Wisner �
Historian -- Jim Racster�
Libretto newsletter-- Chris Wolff �
Long-Range Planning -- John Langley�
Marketing -- Freida Houck    �
Membership -- Dean Rettig �
OCTA Rep -- Peggy Kenney �
Outreach -- Linda Abbott   �
Season Brochure -- Gary Rogers �
Technical Director -- Caryl Hefley�
Tickets -- Gary Wettengel �
Web site -- Dean Rettig

The Board also conducted a very productive brainstorming session 
focused on the three areas below and established the following goals, 
listed randomly: 

Facility�
Dressing-room bathroom – renovate (under way) �
Theater carpet -- clean or replace�
Chair lift -- repair or replace�
Gallery stage floor -- paint �
Theater acoustics -- Research how to improve  �
Black-out window curtains -- repair or replace�
Sound booth – move into balcony �
Stained-glass windows -- repair �
Air-conditioning -- repair or replace (under way)�
Costume room – finish organizing  �
Office window -- repair or remove broken panes �
Building rentals -- investigate more rentals of art gallery, dance studio, 
auditorium

Membership & Technical Talent�
Bring back the phone committee; have sign-up sheets at membership 
meetings to solicit help. �
Add people who audition to membership and Libretto mailing lists.�
Focus on increasing season subscribers.�
Monitor that everyone involved with shows is a paid member.�
List available opportunities & job openings on ACT and Footlighters’ 
Web sites, etc.�
Focus on better recognition of all who help out, give donations, etc.�
Reach out to past performers to encourage involvement.�
Implement President-appointed project leaders to handle specific tasks.�
Set and publish early all meeting & party dates. (done)�
Plan “Burn the Mortgage” party. (under way) 

Marketing & Awareness�
Develop marketing communications plan, including activities to increase 
brand awareness and exposure in Newport’s business community.�
Get involved with the D. Doerger scholarship.

Thanks to everyone who helped make our retreat a great start to the 
new season. 

To all our members and friends … do you like painting or helping build 
a set; designing and collecting props or costumes; working backstage; 
selling program ads? There are so many ways to get involved at the 
Stained Glass Theatre. Just give us a call, (859) 291-7464.  

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at 7:30 p.m., 
Friday, October 26, for a wonderful occasion, our 
“Burn The Mortgage Party,” and on December 2 for our 
annual Holiday Party! 

Sincerely,�
John Langley�
President, Footlighters’ Board of Trustees

A restored stained-glass window, a 
renovated first-floor restroom and a 
smoothly working stage turntable are part 
of the upgrades happening at the Stained 
Glass Theatre, our historic home for the 
past 20 years.

Visitors will notice scaffolding going 
up soon over the building’s front door as 
work begins on restoring the former 
church’s largest stained-glass window, 
measuring 13 ft. wide and 16 ft. tall. The 
work, costing $22,000, will replace 
broken glass and bring the impressive 

window back to its former beauty. The 
restoration is being funded in part with 
a  $10 ,000  g ran t  f rom the  C i ty  o f  
Newpor t .  Foo t l igh te r s ’  i s  s eek ing  
additional grant money and donations to 
cover the entire cost.

Renovation work already is under way 
on the first-floor restroom near the 
kitchen and dressing rooms. It will 
upgrade the fixtures and cabinets, and 
make the room handicapped accessible. 
The work will be completed before the 
Fall show opens.

Repairs are finished to the stage turntable, 
which needed a bearing replaced and an 
alignment so it would, once again, turn 
smoothly and evenly.

An unexpected repair came along this 
summer when the two air-conditioning units on 
the roof broke down. One needed freon; the 
other blew a compressor, with a replacement cost 
of $6,800.

Also completed from the "Honey-Do List" of 
building chores created in June: A cabinet was 
hung in the kitchen opening up needed counter 
space. It’s been a busy summer at Stained Glass!

Auditions in November for 
Winter Show 

“Ballroom”

T h e  F o o t l i g h t e r s ’  s t a g e  
w i l l  f i l l  w i t h  d a n c e r s  
t w i r l i n g  d r e a m i l y  t o  t h e  
sound of a Big Band as the 
F a l l  m u s i c a l  " B a l l r o o m "  
opens October 4.

Color fu l  ba l l  gowns wi l l  
stand out prettily against a 
br ight  whi te  se t  draped in  
f lowing white curtains and 
cascading like a wedding cake. The story is set in the 
S t a r d u s t  B a l l r o o m ,  w h e r e  t h e  r e g u l a r s  w e l c o m e  
newcomers to take a spin on the dance floor.   

The  aud ience  wi l l  be  t r ea ted  to  "a  ve ry  e l egant  
musical," said Director Dan Doerger. 

"The look is very elegant — the cast, the music, the 
dancers ,  a l l  very  e legant , "  Doerger  sa id .  "And the  
story is very sweet .  At the end, when she sings,  "I  
Wi sh  You  a  Wal t z , "  she ’ s  say ing ,  ‘ I  w i sh  you  the  
strength to go out and live your life,’ and that’s very 
affirming."

E a c h  t i m e  t h e  a u d i e n c e  v i s i t s  t h e  b a l l r o o m  a  
different dance is performed, including the Foxtrot, 
the Tango, the Swing, the Waltz and the Rumba. A 
"dancing chorus," said Doerger,  wil l  entertain with 
precision and grace honed at "ballroom boot camp," 
launched this summer.

Three professional dancers, who teach and compete in 
ba l l room dancing ,  are  par t  of  the  large  cas t .  Greg 
Underwood, the show’s choreographer, Doreen Beatrice 
and Bonita Brockert shared their talents with other cast 
members, some of whom were more familiar with tap and 
other musical-theater styles of dancing than ballroom.

The band, too, are the stars of this show, playing on 
stage in an elaborate bandstand. 

"Ballroom" tells the story of Bea, played by Dee Anne 
Bryll, a widowed grandmother who yearns to start living 
again. She discovers the Stardust Ballroom and falls in 
love with her new dance partner.

Come early to see "Ballroom" and enjoy some delicious 
desserts before the show downstairs in the lobby. (The 
show runs about 90 minutes without intermission.)
"Ballroom" plays October 4-21, at the Stained Glass 
Theatre, 802 York Street, Newport, Ky. For tickets, 
order online at www.Footlighters.org, or 
call (513) 474-8711.

Auditions for Footlighters’ comedy, 
"Daddy’s Dyin` Who’s Got The Will?," will 
be by appointment starting at 7 p.m. on 
November 11-12 at the theater. 

To schedule an appointment, call the 
director, Robert Weidle, (513) 405-1882.

Call backs will be Wednesday, Nov. 14, 
at 7 p.m.  Show Dates are Feb. 14, 15, 16, 
17; Feb. 21, 22, 23, 24; and Feb. 28, 29. 
March 1, 2.

The show looks at a reunion of a large 
Texas family awaiting the imminent death 
of their father and all the complications 
surrounding the drafting of his will.

The eight-member cast: 
• Buford "Daddy" Turnover -- The 

father, age 70. A stroke victim, partially 
paralyzed on  left side; walks with a 
cane or l imp and has occasional 
moments of coherency.

• Mama Wheelis-- The Turnover 
children’s grandmother, age 80. She’s 
feisty, speaks her mind and rules the 
house. (Think, Granny from "The 
Beverly Hillbillies.")

• Orville Turnover -- The Brother, age 
38. Abusive, out of shape, unhappy and 

mean; likes his beer way too much; a 
redneck trash collector.

• Lurlene Turnover Rogers -- The 
Oldest Sister, age 42. A preacher’s wife 
and elementary school teacher; attractive, 
stylish; very Christian but has a bite.

• Sara Lee Turnover -- The Middle 
Sister, age 36. A few pounds overweight; 
the town’s beautician, sports a bleached 
beehive; single, still lives at home; strong 
willed; has a wonderful sense of humor. 

• Evalita Turnover -- The Youngest 
Sister, age 32. Six-times married; loves 
to shock her family. She was a beauty 
and still is, from a distance; has a worn 
look about her; "trailer trash;" a 
wounded soul.

• Marlene Turnover -- Orville’s Wife, 
age 36. Very overweight (temporarily); 
constant victim of Orville’s abuse; 
however, losing 62 pounds can boost a 
girl’s confidence.

• Harmony Rhodes – Evalita’s latest 
fiancé, age 35. A musician; vegetarian; 
attractive, tan, off-beat, long wavy 
hair. Looks like Jesus with earrings; 
has a past.

THE STAINED GLASS THEATRE

802 York Street 

Newport ,  KY 41071

“Ballroom" Twirls, Dips, Swings 
And Tangos Onto Stage 

Exciting Upgrades Coming To 
Our Beloved Building

This year’s OCTA state conference, held 
over Labor Day weekend at the Hilton Inn in 
Beachwood, Ohio, was a wonderful 
experience for the Footlighters 
who attended.

One of the criticisms from the 
past was that excerpts begin too 
early. To remedy this, a schedule 
was developed similar to one 
used at the National AACTfest. 
Excerpts began Saturday at 
11:15 a.m., continued with 
breaks until late in the evening and then 
resumed on Sunday at 11:30 a.m. Workshops 
were in the mornings and other times when 
no excerpts were scheduled. The feedback for 
this seemed very positive, so we hope it will 
continue.

Our members tried to defend the State 
OCTA-Feud championship but were 
eliminated early. However, the Footlighters’ 
team of Sharon & Julie Shelton, Larry Weber, 
Brian Anderson, Sean Shuster, Ruth Crowley 
and Peggy Kenney captured a prize at the 

costume ball as a group of Pussy Galore.  
Also, Robert Weidle and Jon Vater won the 
costume contest as, in Robert’s own words, 

"My name is Bond ... Big Bond. 
And this is my Bond Girl, Lane 
Bryant!"  They certainly were a 
crowd-pleaser.

At the annual membership 
meeting, Peggy Kenney was re-
elected  2nd Vice President in 
charge of Membership, Marketing 
and PR. Jerry Zimmerman from 

NW will continue as President.
O t h e r  h o n o r s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  

Southwest region:
• Laureen Sprague received a $300 OCTA 

scholarship.
• The late Roger Grooms was inducted into 

the OCTA Hall of Fame.
• Linda Roll received the inaugural "Spirit of 

Community Theatre" award.
• Our Libretto newsletter editors, Tim Binzer 

and Chris Wolff, won four awards: 
Excellence in Layout Design, Outstanding 

in Reader Appeal, Outstanding in Overall 
Design, and Outstanding Newsletter in 
Ohio. 

The Southwest region’s excerpts earned the 
following awards:
• Wyoming Players’ "Talk Radio" — Alex 

Cline, Merit in Acting; and Tony Belanger, 
Merit in Acting 

• Beechmont Players’ "Grease" — Carol 
Wagner, Merit in Costumes; Alyssa Foley, 
Excellence in Choreography; and the Art 
Rouse Traveling Award for bringing the 
largest group the longest distance 
The theme for the 2008 conference in 

Columbus: OCTA, How Sweet It Is!  
I hope more Footlighters will consider 

attending next Labor Day. It’s a great 
opportunity to see favorite shows and new 
productions, share ideas, meet fellow 
thespians, attend workshops, and see what’s 
happening in theater around Ohio. OCTA is a 
very active state organization, and we should 
be proud to be part of it. Maybe you should 
think about joining the fun next year!

OCTA State Conference — �
“007 License To Thrill"

continued from page 1

continued on page 2, see “Ballroom”

Dee Anne Bryll, as Bea, and Matt Dentino, as Al, 
 practicing their dance steps.

Save These Dates!
Plan ahead for these upcoming 
Footlighters’ events:

• Friday, October 26, 2007 — 
"Burn The Mortgage Party," 
7:30 p.m. Footlighters pays off 
its mortgage on the Stained 
Glass Theatre!

• Sunday, December 2, 2007 — 
Ho l iday  Pa r ty /Member sh ip  
Meeting, 5 p.m.-8 p.m.

• Sunday, March 2, 2008 — 
S p r i n g  Pa r t y / M e m b e r s h i p  
Meeting, 5 p.m.-8 p.m.

• Sunday, July 20, 2008 — 
Summer  Par ty /Membersh ip  
Meeting  (Time TBA) 

• Saturday, August 9, 2008 — 
Annual Board Retreat, 10 a.m.-
3 p.m.

Huge congratulations to everyone who 

contributed to "Parade," which won five 

a w a r d s  a t  t h e  2 0 07  C i n c i n n a t i  

Enter ta inment  Awards  in  August ,  

including Best Community 

Theatre Production!

CEA winners: �

• Darin Art, Best Actor �

• Pam Day, Best Actress �

• Fred Tacon, Best Supporting Actor �

• Deana Tully, Best Supporting Actress 
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Dear Members and Friends,

Here we are again, starting another great 
season at The Stained Glass Theatre. 

On August 25, we held our annual Board of 
Trustees retreat — and we had a very productive day!  We began by 
welcoming our new Board members — Cathy Lutts, Christine 
Wolff and Gary Rogers — who the membership elected at our 
annual summer party. Jim Racster, elected as an alternate, also was 
welcomed to full Board membership, following the recent resignation of 
Paul Strabley.  Deanna Tully now has been invited to serve on 
the Board as alternate, but I have not yet confirmed her acceptance.

The Board elected and appointed the following:

Officers  �
President — John Langley�
Vice President Administration & Building Rentals — 
Chris Wolff�
Vice President Facility — Ron Houck, who is seeking someone to 
take over next year�
Vice President Productions — Cathy Lutts�
Secretary — Peggy Kenney�
Treasurer — George Fee, also seeking someone to take over next year

Committee Chairs�
ACT Rep -- Robert Weidle & Dee Anne Bryll�
Director & Play Selections -- Jim Curtis  �
Excerpt Selection -- Sharon Shelton�
Grant Writing -- Janet Wisner �
Historian -- Jim Racster�
Libretto newsletter-- Chris Wolff �
Long-Range Planning -- John Langley�
Marketing -- Freida Houck    �
Membership -- Dean Rettig �
OCTA Rep -- Peggy Kenney �
Outreach -- Linda Abbott   �
Season Brochure -- Gary Rogers �
Technical Director -- Caryl Hefley�
Tickets -- Gary Wettengel �
Web site -- Dean Rettig

The Board also conducted a very productive brainstorming session 
focused on the three areas below and established the following goals, 
listed randomly: 

Facility�
Dressing-room bathroom – renovate (under way) �
Theater carpet -- clean or replace�
Chair lift -- repair or replace�
Gallery stage floor -- paint �
Theater acoustics -- Research how to improve  �
Black-out window curtains -- repair or replace�
Sound booth – move into balcony �
Stained-glass windows -- repair �
Air-conditioning -- repair or replace (under way)�
Costume room – finish organizing  �
Office window -- repair or remove broken panes �
Building rentals -- investigate more rentals of art gallery, dance studio, 
auditorium

Membership & Technical Talent�
Bring back the phone committee; have sign-up sheets at membership 
meetings to solicit help. �
Add people who audition to membership and Libretto mailing lists.�
Focus on increasing season subscribers.�
Monitor that everyone involved with shows is a paid member.�
List available opportunities & job openings on ACT and Footlighters’ 
Web sites, etc.�
Focus on better recognition of all who help out, give donations, etc.�
Reach out to past performers to encourage involvement.�
Implement President-appointed project leaders to handle specific tasks.�
Set and publish early all meeting & party dates. (done)�
Plan “Burn the Mortgage” party. (under way) 

Marketing & Awareness�
Develop marketing communications plan, including activities to increase 
brand awareness and exposure in Newport’s business community.�
Get involved with the D. Doerger scholarship.

Thanks to everyone who helped make our retreat a great start to the 
new season. 

To all our members and friends … do you like painting or helping build 
a set; designing and collecting props or costumes; working backstage; 
selling program ads? There are so many ways to get involved at the 
Stained Glass Theatre. Just give us a call, (859) 291-7464.  

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at 7:30 p.m., 
Friday, October 26, for a wonderful occasion, our 
“Burn The Mortgage Party,” and on December 2 for our 
annual Holiday Party! 

Sincerely,�
John Langley�
President, Footlighters’ Board of Trustees

A restored stained-glass window, a 
renovated first-floor restroom and a 
smoothly working stage turntable are part 
of the upgrades happening at the Stained 
Glass Theatre, our historic home for the 
past 20 years.

Visitors will notice scaffolding going 
up soon over the building’s front door as 
work begins on restoring the former 
church’s largest stained-glass window, 
measuring 13 ft. wide and 16 ft. tall. The 
work, costing $22,000, will replace 
broken glass and bring the impressive 

window back to its former beauty. The 
restoration is being funded in part with 
a  $10 ,000  g ran t  f rom the  C i ty  o f  
Newpor t .  Foo t l igh te r s ’  i s  s eek ing  
additional grant money and donations to 
cover the entire cost.

Renovation work already is under way 
on the first-floor restroom near the 
kitchen and dressing rooms. It will 
upgrade the fixtures and cabinets, and 
make the room handicapped accessible. 
The work will be completed before the 
Fall show opens.

Repairs are finished to the stage turntable, 
which needed a bearing replaced and an 
alignment so it would, once again, turn 
smoothly and evenly.

An unexpected repair came along this 
summer when the two air-conditioning units on 
the roof broke down. One needed freon; the 
other blew a compressor, with a replacement cost 
of $6,800.

Also completed from the "Honey-Do List" of 
building chores created in June: A cabinet was 
hung in the kitchen opening up needed counter 
space. It’s been a busy summer at Stained Glass!

Auditions in November for 
Winter Show 

“Ballroom”

T h e  F o o t l i g h t e r s ’  s t a g e  
w i l l  f i l l  w i t h  d a n c e r s  
t w i r l i n g  d r e a m i l y  t o  t h e  
sound of a Big Band as the 
F a l l  m u s i c a l  " B a l l r o o m "  
opens October 4.

Color fu l  ba l l  gowns wi l l  
stand out prettily against a 
br ight  whi te  se t  draped in  
f lowing white curtains and 
cascading like a wedding cake. The story is set in the 
S t a r d u s t  B a l l r o o m ,  w h e r e  t h e  r e g u l a r s  w e l c o m e  
newcomers to take a spin on the dance floor.   

The  aud ience  wi l l  be  t r ea ted  to  "a  ve ry  e l egant  
musical," said Director Dan Doerger. 

"The look is very elegant — the cast, the music, the 
dancers ,  a l l  very  e legant , "  Doerger  sa id .  "And the  
story is very sweet .  At the end, when she sings,  "I  
Wi sh  You  a  Wal t z , "  she ’ s  say ing ,  ‘ I  w i sh  you  the  
strength to go out and live your life,’ and that’s very 
affirming."

E a c h  t i m e  t h e  a u d i e n c e  v i s i t s  t h e  b a l l r o o m  a  
different dance is performed, including the Foxtrot, 
the Tango, the Swing, the Waltz and the Rumba. A 
"dancing chorus," said Doerger,  wil l  entertain with 
precision and grace honed at "ballroom boot camp," 
launched this summer.

Three professional dancers, who teach and compete in 
ba l l room dancing ,  are  par t  of  the  large  cas t .  Greg 
Underwood, the show’s choreographer, Doreen Beatrice 
and Bonita Brockert shared their talents with other cast 
members, some of whom were more familiar with tap and 
other musical-theater styles of dancing than ballroom.

The band, too, are the stars of this show, playing on 
stage in an elaborate bandstand. 

"Ballroom" tells the story of Bea, played by Dee Anne 
Bryll, a widowed grandmother who yearns to start living 
again. She discovers the Stardust Ballroom and falls in 
love with her new dance partner.

Come early to see "Ballroom" and enjoy some delicious 
desserts before the show downstairs in the lobby. (The 
show runs about 90 minutes without intermission.)
"Ballroom" plays October 4-21, at the Stained Glass 
Theatre, 802 York Street, Newport, Ky. For tickets, 
order online at www.Footlighters.org, or 
call (513) 474-8711.

Auditions for Footlighters’ comedy, 
"Daddy’s Dyin` Who’s Got The Will?," will 
be by appointment starting at 7 p.m. on 
November 11-12 at the theater. 

To schedule an appointment, call the 
director, Robert Weidle, (513) 405-1882.

Call backs will be Wednesday, Nov. 14, 
at 7 p.m.  Show Dates are Feb. 14, 15, 16, 
17; Feb. 21, 22, 23, 24; and Feb. 28, 29. 
March 1, 2.

The show looks at a reunion of a large 
Texas family awaiting the imminent death 
of their father and all the complications 
surrounding the drafting of his will.

The eight-member cast: 
• Buford "Daddy" Turnover -- The 

father, age 70. A stroke victim, partially 
paralyzed on  left side; walks with a 
cane or l imp and has occasional 
moments of coherency.

• Mama Wheelis-- The Turnover 
children’s grandmother, age 80. She’s 
feisty, speaks her mind and rules the 
house. (Think, Granny from "The 
Beverly Hillbillies.")

• Orville Turnover -- The Brother, age 
38. Abusive, out of shape, unhappy and 

mean; likes his beer way too much; a 
redneck trash collector.

• Lurlene Turnover Rogers -- The 
Oldest Sister, age 42. A preacher’s wife 
and elementary school teacher; attractive, 
stylish; very Christian but has a bite.

• Sara Lee Turnover -- The Middle 
Sister, age 36. A few pounds overweight; 
the town’s beautician, sports a bleached 
beehive; single, still lives at home; strong 
willed; has a wonderful sense of humor. 

• Evalita Turnover -- The Youngest 
Sister, age 32. Six-times married; loves 
to shock her family. She was a beauty 
and still is, from a distance; has a worn 
look about her; "trailer trash;" a 
wounded soul.

• Marlene Turnover -- Orville’s Wife, 
age 36. Very overweight (temporarily); 
constant victim of Orville’s abuse; 
however, losing 62 pounds can boost a 
girl’s confidence.

• Harmony Rhodes – Evalita’s latest 
fiancé, age 35. A musician; vegetarian; 
attractive, tan, off-beat, long wavy 
hair. Looks like Jesus with earrings; 
has a past.

THE STAINED GLASS THEATRE

802 York Street 

Newport ,  KY 41071

“Ballroom" Twirls, Dips, Swings 
And Tangos Onto Stage 

Exciting Upgrades Coming To 
Our Beloved Building

This year’s OCTA state conference, held 
over Labor Day weekend at the Hilton Inn in 
Beachwood, Ohio, was a wonderful 
experience for the Footlighters 
who attended.

One of the criticisms from the 
past was that excerpts begin too 
early. To remedy this, a schedule 
was developed similar to one 
used at the National AACTfest. 
Excerpts began Saturday at 
11:15 a.m., continued with 
breaks until late in the evening and then 
resumed on Sunday at 11:30 a.m. Workshops 
were in the mornings and other times when 
no excerpts were scheduled. The feedback for 
this seemed very positive, so we hope it will 
continue.

Our members tried to defend the State 
OCTA-Feud championship but were 
eliminated early. However, the Footlighters’ 
team of Sharon & Julie Shelton, Larry Weber, 
Brian Anderson, Sean Shuster, Ruth Crowley 
and Peggy Kenney captured a prize at the 

costume ball as a group of Pussy Galore.  
Also, Robert Weidle and Jon Vater won the 
costume contest as, in Robert’s own words, 

"My name is Bond ... Big Bond. 
And this is my Bond Girl, Lane 
Bryant!"  They certainly were a 
crowd-pleaser.

At the annual membership 
meeting, Peggy Kenney was re-
elected  2nd Vice President in 
charge of Membership, Marketing 
and PR. Jerry Zimmerman from 

NW will continue as President.
O t h e r  h o n o r s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  

Southwest region:
• Laureen Sprague received a $300 OCTA 

scholarship.
• The late Roger Grooms was inducted into 

the OCTA Hall of Fame.
• Linda Roll received the inaugural "Spirit of 

Community Theatre" award.
• Our Libretto newsletter editors, Tim Binzer 

and Chris Wolff, won four awards: 
Excellence in Layout Design, Outstanding 

in Reader Appeal, Outstanding in Overall 
Design, and Outstanding Newsletter in 
Ohio. 

The Southwest region’s excerpts earned the 
following awards:
• Wyoming Players’ "Talk Radio" — Alex 

Cline, Merit in Acting; and Tony Belanger, 
Merit in Acting 

• Beechmont Players’ "Grease" — Carol 
Wagner, Merit in Costumes; Alyssa Foley, 
Excellence in Choreography; and the Art 
Rouse Traveling Award for bringing the 
largest group the longest distance 
The theme for the 2008 conference in 

Columbus: OCTA, How Sweet It Is!  
I hope more Footlighters will consider 

attending next Labor Day. It’s a great 
opportunity to see favorite shows and new 
productions, share ideas, meet fellow 
thespians, attend workshops, and see what’s 
happening in theater around Ohio. OCTA is a 
very active state organization, and we should 
be proud to be part of it. Maybe you should 
think about joining the fun next year!

OCTA State Conference — �
“007 License To Thrill"

continued from page 1

continued on page 2, see “Ballroom”

Dee Anne Bryll, as Bea, and Matt Dentino, as Al, 
 practicing their dance steps.

Save These Dates!
Plan ahead for these upcoming 
Footlighters’ events:

• Friday, October 26, 2007 — 
"Burn The Mortgage Party," 
7:30 p.m. Footlighters pays off 
its mortgage on the Stained 
Glass Theatre!

• Sunday, December 2, 2007 — 
Ho l iday  Pa r ty /Member sh ip  
Meeting, 5 p.m.-8 p.m.

• Sunday, March 2, 2008 — 
S p r i n g  Pa r t y / M e m b e r s h i p  
Meeting, 5 p.m.-8 p.m.

• Sunday, July 20, 2008 — 
Summer  Par ty /Membersh ip  
Meeting  (Time TBA) 

• Saturday, August 9, 2008 — 
Annual Board Retreat, 10 a.m.-
3 p.m.

Huge congratulations to everyone who 

contributed to "Parade," which won five 

a w a r d s  a t  t h e  2 0 07  C i n c i n n a t i  

Enter ta inment  Awards  in  August ,  

including Best Community 

Theatre Production!

CEA winners: �

• Darin Art, Best Actor �

• Pam Day, Best Actress �

• Fred Tacon, Best Supporting Actor �

• Deana Tully, Best Supporting Actress 
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Footlighters, let The Libretto 

know when you are in a show 
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Wolff: cwolff99@yahoo.com or 

(513) 521-8838.

Dear Members and Friends,

Here we are again, starting another great 
season at The Stained Glass Theatre. 

On August 25, we held our annual Board of 
Trustees retreat — and we had a very productive day!  We began by 
welcoming our new Board members — Cathy Lutts, Christine 
Wolff and Gary Rogers — who the membership elected at our 
annual summer party. Jim Racster, elected as an alternate, also was 
welcomed to full Board membership, following the recent resignation of 
Paul Strabley.  Deanna Tully now has been invited to serve on 
the Board as alternate, but I have not yet confirmed her acceptance.

The Board elected and appointed the following:

Officers  �
President — John Langley�
Vice President Administration & Building Rentals — 
Chris Wolff�
Vice President Facility — Ron Houck, who is seeking someone to 
take over next year�
Vice President Productions — Cathy Lutts�
Secretary — Peggy Kenney�
Treasurer — George Fee, also seeking someone to take over next year

Committee Chairs�
ACT Rep -- Robert Weidle & Dee Anne Bryll�
Director & Play Selections -- Jim Curtis  �
Excerpt Selection -- Sharon Shelton�
Grant Writing -- Janet Wisner �
Historian -- Jim Racster�
Libretto newsletter-- Chris Wolff �
Long-Range Planning -- John Langley�
Marketing -- Freida Houck    �
Membership -- Dean Rettig �
OCTA Rep -- Peggy Kenney �
Outreach -- Linda Abbott   �
Season Brochure -- Gary Rogers �
Technical Director -- Caryl Hefley�
Tickets -- Gary Wettengel �
Web site -- Dean Rettig

The Board also conducted a very productive brainstorming session 
focused on the three areas below and established the following goals, 
listed randomly: 

Facility�
Dressing-room bathroom – renovate (under way) �
Theater carpet -- clean or replace�
Chair lift -- repair or replace�
Gallery stage floor -- paint �
Theater acoustics -- Research how to improve  �
Black-out window curtains -- repair or replace�
Sound booth – move into balcony �
Stained-glass windows -- repair �
Air-conditioning -- repair or replace (under way)�
Costume room – finish organizing  �
Office window -- repair or remove broken panes �
Building rentals -- investigate more rentals of art gallery, dance studio, 
auditorium

Membership & Technical Talent�
Bring back the phone committee; have sign-up sheets at membership 
meetings to solicit help. �
Add people who audition to membership and Libretto mailing lists.�
Focus on increasing season subscribers.�
Monitor that everyone involved with shows is a paid member.�
List available opportunities & job openings on ACT and Footlighters’ 
Web sites, etc.�
Focus on better recognition of all who help out, give donations, etc.�
Reach out to past performers to encourage involvement.�
Implement President-appointed project leaders to handle specific tasks.�
Set and publish early all meeting & party dates. (done)�
Plan “Burn the Mortgage” party. (under way) 

Marketing & Awareness�
Develop marketing communications plan, including activities to increase 
brand awareness and exposure in Newport’s business community.�
Get involved with the D. Doerger scholarship.

Thanks to everyone who helped make our retreat a great start to the 
new season. 

To all our members and friends … do you like painting or helping build 
a set; designing and collecting props or costumes; working backstage; 
selling program ads? There are so many ways to get involved at the 
Stained Glass Theatre. Just give us a call, (859) 291-7464.  

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at 7:30 p.m., 
Friday, October 26, for a wonderful occasion, our 
“Burn The Mortgage Party,” and on December 2 for our 
annual Holiday Party! 

Sincerely,�
John Langley�
President, Footlighters’ Board of Trustees

A restored stained-glass window, a 
renovated first-floor restroom and a 
smoothly working stage turntable are part 
of the upgrades happening at the Stained 
Glass Theatre, our historic home for the 
past 20 years.

Visitors will notice scaffolding going 
up soon over the building’s front door as 
work begins on restoring the former 
church’s largest stained-glass window, 
measuring 13 ft. wide and 16 ft. tall. The 
work, costing $22,000, will replace 
broken glass and bring the impressive 

window back to its former beauty. The 
restoration is being funded in part with 
a  $10 ,000  g ran t  f rom the  C i ty  o f  
Newpor t .  Foo t l igh te r s ’  i s  s eek ing  
additional grant money and donations to 
cover the entire cost.

Renovation work already is under way 
on the first-floor restroom near the 
kitchen and dressing rooms. It will 
upgrade the fixtures and cabinets, and 
make the room handicapped accessible. 
The work will be completed before the 
Fall show opens.

Repairs are finished to the stage turntable, 
which needed a bearing replaced and an 
alignment so it would, once again, turn 
smoothly and evenly.

An unexpected repair came along this 
summer when the two air-conditioning units on 
the roof broke down. One needed freon; the 
other blew a compressor, with a replacement cost 
of $6,800.

Also completed from the "Honey-Do List" of 
building chores created in June: A cabinet was 
hung in the kitchen opening up needed counter 
space. It’s been a busy summer at Stained Glass!

Auditions in November for 
Winter Show 

“Ballroom”

T h e  F o o t l i g h t e r s ’  s t a g e  
w i l l  f i l l  w i t h  d a n c e r s  
t w i r l i n g  d r e a m i l y  t o  t h e  
sound of a Big Band as the 
F a l l  m u s i c a l  " B a l l r o o m "  
opens October 4.

Color fu l  ba l l  gowns wi l l  
stand out prettily against a 
br ight  whi te  se t  draped in  
f lowing white curtains and 
cascading like a wedding cake. The story is set in the 
S t a r d u s t  B a l l r o o m ,  w h e r e  t h e  r e g u l a r s  w e l c o m e  
newcomers to take a spin on the dance floor.   

The  aud ience  wi l l  be  t r ea ted  to  "a  ve ry  e l egant  
musical," said Director Dan Doerger. 

"The look is very elegant — the cast, the music, the 
dancers ,  a l l  very  e legant , "  Doerger  sa id .  "And the  
story is very sweet .  At the end, when she sings,  "I  
Wi sh  You  a  Wal t z , "  she ’ s  say ing ,  ‘ I  w i sh  you  the  
strength to go out and live your life,’ and that’s very 
affirming."

E a c h  t i m e  t h e  a u d i e n c e  v i s i t s  t h e  b a l l r o o m  a  
different dance is performed, including the Foxtrot, 
the Tango, the Swing, the Waltz and the Rumba. A 
"dancing chorus," said Doerger,  wil l  entertain with 
precision and grace honed at "ballroom boot camp," 
launched this summer.

Three professional dancers, who teach and compete in 
ba l l room dancing ,  are  par t  of  the  large  cas t .  Greg 
Underwood, the show’s choreographer, Doreen Beatrice 
and Bonita Brockert shared their talents with other cast 
members, some of whom were more familiar with tap and 
other musical-theater styles of dancing than ballroom.

The band, too, are the stars of this show, playing on 
stage in an elaborate bandstand. 

"Ballroom" tells the story of Bea, played by Dee Anne 
Bryll, a widowed grandmother who yearns to start living 
again. She discovers the Stardust Ballroom and falls in 
love with her new dance partner.

Come early to see "Ballroom" and enjoy some delicious 
desserts before the show downstairs in the lobby. (The 
show runs about 90 minutes without intermission.)
"Ballroom" plays October 4-21, at the Stained Glass 
Theatre, 802 York Street, Newport, Ky. For tickets, 
order online at www.Footlighters.org, or 
call (513) 474-8711.

Auditions for Footlighters’ comedy, 
"Daddy’s Dyin` Who’s Got The Will?," will 
be by appointment starting at 7 p.m. on 
November 11-12 at the theater. 

To schedule an appointment, call the 
director, Robert Weidle, (513) 405-1882.

Call backs will be Wednesday, Nov. 14, 
at 7 p.m.  Show Dates are Feb. 14, 15, 16, 
17; Feb. 21, 22, 23, 24; and Feb. 28, 29. 
March 1, 2.

The show looks at a reunion of a large 
Texas family awaiting the imminent death 
of their father and all the complications 
surrounding the drafting of his will.

The eight-member cast: 
• Buford "Daddy" Turnover -- The 

father, age 70. A stroke victim, partially 
paralyzed on  left side; walks with a 
cane or l imp and has occasional 
moments of coherency.

• Mama Wheelis-- The Turnover 
children’s grandmother, age 80. She’s 
feisty, speaks her mind and rules the 
house. (Think, Granny from "The 
Beverly Hillbillies.")

• Orville Turnover -- The Brother, age 
38. Abusive, out of shape, unhappy and 

mean; likes his beer way too much; a 
redneck trash collector.

• Lurlene Turnover Rogers -- The 
Oldest Sister, age 42. A preacher’s wife 
and elementary school teacher; attractive, 
stylish; very Christian but has a bite.

• Sara Lee Turnover -- The Middle 
Sister, age 36. A few pounds overweight; 
the town’s beautician, sports a bleached 
beehive; single, still lives at home; strong 
willed; has a wonderful sense of humor. 

• Evalita Turnover -- The Youngest 
Sister, age 32. Six-times married; loves 
to shock her family. She was a beauty 
and still is, from a distance; has a worn 
look about her; "trailer trash;" a 
wounded soul.

• Marlene Turnover -- Orville’s Wife, 
age 36. Very overweight (temporarily); 
constant victim of Orville’s abuse; 
however, losing 62 pounds can boost a 
girl’s confidence.

• Harmony Rhodes – Evalita’s latest 
fiancé, age 35. A musician; vegetarian; 
attractive, tan, off-beat, long wavy 
hair. Looks like Jesus with earrings; 
has a past.

THE STAINED GLASS THEATRE

802 York Street 

Newport ,  KY 41071

“Ballroom" Twirls, Dips, Swings 
And Tangos Onto Stage 

Exciting Upgrades Coming To 
Our Beloved Building

This year’s OCTA state conference, held 
over Labor Day weekend at the Hilton Inn in 
Beachwood, Ohio, was a wonderful 
experience for the Footlighters 
who attended.

One of the criticisms from the 
past was that excerpts begin too 
early. To remedy this, a schedule 
was developed similar to one 
used at the National AACTfest. 
Excerpts began Saturday at 
11:15 a.m., continued with 
breaks until late in the evening and then 
resumed on Sunday at 11:30 a.m. Workshops 
were in the mornings and other times when 
no excerpts were scheduled. The feedback for 
this seemed very positive, so we hope it will 
continue.

Our members tried to defend the State 
OCTA-Feud championship but were 
eliminated early. However, the Footlighters’ 
team of Sharon & Julie Shelton, Larry Weber, 
Brian Anderson, Sean Shuster, Ruth Crowley 
and Peggy Kenney captured a prize at the 

costume ball as a group of Pussy Galore.  
Also, Robert Weidle and Jon Vater won the 
costume contest as, in Robert’s own words, 

"My name is Bond ... Big Bond. 
And this is my Bond Girl, Lane 
Bryant!"  They certainly were a 
crowd-pleaser.

At the annual membership 
meeting, Peggy Kenney was re-
elected  2nd Vice President in 
charge of Membership, Marketing 
and PR. Jerry Zimmerman from 

NW will continue as President.
O t h e r  h o n o r s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  
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