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Hilarious ‘Tuna Christmas’
Gears Up For December Fun

It’s a fun-filled family reunion onstage
as all the characters from Tuna, Texas,
gather at the Stained Glass Theatre in
December.

It has been 10 years since actors
Danny Davies and Wayne Wright got
together with Director Norma Niinemets
for this delicious Tuna Delight. "A Tuna
Christmas” runs for 10 performances
December 7 -17.

"We hope everyone will spend the
holidays with all your old favorite
citizens from Tuna, Texas,” Niinemets
said. "Bring the whole family and join in
the holiday fun.”

Master actors and comedians Davies
and Wright — with a multitude of split-
second costume changes — portray all 24
citizens of Texas’ third-smallest town,
where the Lion’s Club is too liberal and
Patsy Cline never dies.

In this sequel to the hit "Greater Tuna,”
the time is 24 hours before Christmas,

Footlighters’ continues one of its
favorite traditions in December 2006 —
the annual Holiday Party, bringing
together friends for eating, chatting and
sharing show-time memories.

Party Time!

What: 2006 Holiday Rty &
membership meeting
When: Sunday, Dec. 17
5:30 p.m.- 8 p.m.
Where: Stained Glass Theatre

802 Yrk St., Newport

and all comic hell is about to break loose
as the delightfully eccentric characters
attempt to cope with seasonal traumas,
such as a disaster-prone little theatre
production of "A Christmas Carol,” and a
lawn decorating contest being sabotaged
by a mysterious Christmas phantom.

The Holiday Party, combined with a
membership meeting, will be from 5:30
p-m. to 8 p.m. on Sunday,
December 17, at the Stained Glass
Theatre. All Footlighters and their
families are invited.

A highlight of the event will be the
highly anticipated announcement of
Footlighters’ 2007-08 season. We’ll
introduce the new season’s directors and
tell a little about each show. Footlighters’
Board President John Langley also will
update us on what’s happening with the
Board.

Footlighters will provide the meal’s
main dish. Members are asked to bring

Production staff for A Tuna Christmas”:
¢ Producers — Cathy Lutts, Suzy Dorward
e Set Design — Gary Rogers
e Master Carpenters — Ron Houck,
Charlie Sampson, Jim Cautz
e Stage Manager — Janet Wisner
e Backstage — Chris Wolff, Susan Hurst
® Dressers — Pam Day, Suzy Dorward,
Debbie Dorward, Cathy Lutts
e Lighting Design — Caryl Hefley
e Lighting Execution — Jim Curtis
® Prop Mistresses — Debbie Dorward,
Suzy Dorward
® Program — Lee Osborne, Peggy Kenney
¢ Lobby Display — Dan Davies
¢ Opening Night Party — Larry Weber

”A Tuna Christmas” runs Dec.
7-17. For tickets, order online
at www.footlighters.org, or call
(513) 474-8711.

a dish to share. (Suggested pattern: Last
names, A-J, desserts; K-P hors
d’oeuvres; Q-Z, salads or sides.

Two Holiday Party traditions will
continue, with many members bringing
gifts for the theater and/or for the
Brighton Center, a neighborhood
agency that helps Newport families who
are homeless or in need. If bringing a
gift for the Brighton Center (new toys,
clothing, backpacks, etc.), please bring
it unwrapped for a child up to age 16.

Almost anything can be used by the
theater! Suggested gifts include

cleaning supplies, paper towels,

continued on page 3, see “Holiday Party”

Visit our at www.footlighters.org
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From the

President

Happy Autumn! Well,
the chill is in the air,
the leaves are piling up,
and the holidays are
right around the corner!

We had a great run with our first show,
"Seussical, The Musical” and everyone
involved with this production deserves a big
round of applause! Now, we’re gearing up
for rehearsals for A Tuna Christmas,” and
we’ve just had a great turnout at auditions
for our winter show, "The Foreigner.”

I hope everyone enjoyed themselves at our
recent fall membership party, and I'd like to
extend a huge “thank you” to Linda Abbott
and everyone who helped make the evening
wonderful. I also look forward to seeing you
in December at our next membership event —
our annual holiday party and membership
meeting. I'll be giving a short state-of-the-
business address to review with everyone
where we are with achieving our objectives
for the year and the profit made on the fall
show. And, the big news of the night will be
the announcement of our season line-up for
next year!

Given that we own a wonderful facility that
is on the National Register Of Historic
Places, we are constantly required to put a
major financial investment behind repair and
upkeep. To this point, I am looking for
someone to oversee the area of grant
writing/corporate sponsorships for our
organization. If you are interested, or know
someone who might be, please contact me at
(513) 604-2863 to discuss.

Have a great fall, and I look forward to
seeing all of you at "A Tuna Christmas” and
at our annual holiday party/meeting.

Sincerely,

John Langley
President
Footlighters’ Board of Trustees

Successful ‘Seussical’ Wows
Sold-Out Audiences

A talented high-energy cast, music that delighted and a set that was a treat
for the eyes added up to a very successful run for Footlighters’ fall show,
“Seussical - The Musical.”

Audiences loved it, selling out the theater for almost every performance to
see an elephant up in a tree, a tiny planet on a dust speck, a general going to
war over butter and a mischievous cat in a striped hat. From the chatter in the
lobby, it was clear audience members loved the show so much that many came
back a second time — and brought their friends.

As one patron said: "Wow! If you enjoy smiling and don’t have kids, then
come on anyway ‘cause this is still the show for you!”

e Seussical sold 1,833 tickets

e Seussical grossed $9,000 profit

e Seussical’s opening week
competed squarely with Tall Stacks

Director Gary Rogers filled the
stage with one of the biggest cast to
grace the Footlighters’ stage — 29
actors, ranging from elementary
school age to college students to
young adults.

A Julie Wacksman as Gertrude McFuzz and Dan
Cohen as Horton the Elephant
Alyssa Bellman as the Cat in the Hat

From the costumes to the set,
audiences saw a kaleidoscope of color
that entertained everyone’s eyes both
young and old.

The audience’s first hint of the fun
evening awaiting them was the sight
of the stage as they entered the theater
— a stage splashed and swirled with
colors of bright pink, green, purple
and gold, looking like a place anyone
would like go to play. One patron
described the set as "a ‘Seussical pop-
up book.” It so delighted viewers that many parents posed their youngsters on
the stage after a show, using the set as a photo backdrop.

Producers Jim Racster, Shirley Williams and Janet Wisner heralded their crew
for a top-notch job: Costumes, designed by Elaine Michael and Carolyn
Martinez; props, designed by Barb Hoffmann; lighting, designed by Tony
DiMuzio and Patrick Flerlage; sound design and execution, by Jeff Abbott and
Randy Wilburn (both earning an added thanks for coming to the show’s last-
minute rescue); orchestra director Linda Abbott; and the backstage crew, Chris
Wolff, Anne Wrider, Dawn Gruenemeier and Jim Curtis.

A big thanks also goes out to Loire Kissela for organizing the backstage team
of Moms who were essential in helping the show’s youngsters make their super-
fast costume changes. Also, thanks to Marcella Haney and Rachel Grieman for
helping sew the drapes for the blacklight numbers, the colorful ribbon curtain
and the new blackout shades for the theater’s tall windows.

And that Ron Houck — how did he make Gertrude’s tail grow like that?
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Cast Chosen For Funny Foreigner

The cast for Footlighters’ winter show,
"The Foreigner,” includes many people we’re
happy to welcome back to our stage.

This funny show focuses on a shy young
man named Charlie who is visiting a fishing
lodge in Georgia. Everyone around him
thinks he can’t understand English. But he
can, and he overhears more secrets and
revelations than he should.

Earl Lehkamp, a long-time Footlighter
absent from our stage for more than 10
years, plays Charlie, the foreigner. Also
returning to Footlighters are Anne Wrider
(Betty), Tim Binzer (David), Brian Richardson
(Froggy) and Mark Waldfogle (Owen).

OCTA
News

by Peggy Kenney

The annual Ohio Community
Theatre Association’s (OCTA) Board
retreat was held October 20-22 in
Cincinnati. Here are things to look
forward to this year:

e The OCTA Web page soon will
be up.

e A "Community Theatre Spirit”
award will be presented at conference.

e Workshops for guide/responders
will be held throughout the state.

e OCTA Jr will be held again this
year in Columbus in July.

e April is Ohio Community
Theatre Month, and each theatre will
receive packet with suggested ways
to celebrate

The State AACT fest will be held in
Akron, February 16-18, followed by
the Regional III

Festival in Schaumburg, Illinois, on
April 27-29, and Nationals in
Charlotte, North Carolina, June 19-24.

The theme for the annual
conference in Beechwood is
”0OCTAO007...License to Thrill.”

We wish the best of luck to Eleanor
Smith as she retires from as OCTA’s
Executive Secretary. Joyce Leahy will
take over the duties in January.

Newcomers in the cast are Matt Menkhaus
(Ellerd) and Catherine Cook (Catherine).

Fred Thoman, also returning after a long
absence, will design the set, with the added
challenge of creating a working trap door
on the stage.

Michael Morehead, also returning after
a long stretch away, is directing the show,
which runs February 15 to March 4.

There still are openings on the show’s
technical crew. Producers need a properties
designer, backstage crew, and people to
run the light board and operate sound.
Contact Caryl Hefley, producer, if
interested: (513) 791-4041.

December Audition Set
For Spring Show ‘Parade’

Auditions for the musical drama
"Parade” will be held December 11-12
at the Stained Glass Theatre.

This play tells the true story of the
trial and lynching of Leo Frank, a
New York man wrongly accused of a
13-year-old girl’s murder in 1913 in
rural Georgia. Daring, innovative and
bold, "Parade” won Tony Awards in
2000 for Best Book and Best Score.
Its subject matter offers a moral
lesson on the dangers of prejudice
and ignorance.

"Parade” will be directed by Ed
Cohen and Dee Anne Bryll. The show
runs May 3-20, 2007.

Audition times are 7 p.m. to 10
p.m. on Monday, Dec. 11 and Tuesday,
Dec 12.

Auditions are by appointment
only. Call Dean Rettig, (513) 624-
7258, to schedule an appointment
and with questions.

Casting will be for about 20
men and 11 women. Participants
should prepare a one-minute
monologue and one song to sing
(accompanist provided). No dance
audition is necessary.
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Holiday Party

continued from page 1

bathroom tissue, trash bags, office
supplies and tools. Also welcomed:
gift cards to places such as Home
Depot and Lowe’s so crews can buy
set-building supplies, etc.

If you’d like to participate in a
cookie exchange, bring a couple dozen
of your favorite cookies, swap with
others, and go home with a variety of
goodies for your holiday dinners. Or,
just bring lots of cookies to share!




