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John Langley continues as president of Footlighters, following his re-
election to the post in August by the Board of Trustees.

The Board met in a retreat on August 20 to elect officers, appoint 
committee chairs and set goals for the 2006-07 season. (See "From The 
President" column, at left)

Three new Board members were elected by the membership at the August 
12 gathering: Jim Curtis, Peggy Kenney and Robert Weidle, with 
Amy Hamilton elected as a non-voting alternate.

Serving with Langley for 2006-07 will be: Dean Rettig, vice president of 
administration; Caryl Hefley, vice president of facility and technical 
director; Peggy Kenney, vice president of productions; Jim Curtis, 
secretary; and George Fee, re-elected treasurer.

Committee chairs will be: Mark Aronson, marketing; Paul Strabley, 
play & director selection; Cathy Lutts, ACT representative; Peggy 
Kenney, OCTA representative; Christine Wolff, The Libretto editor; Jim 
Racster, historian; Dean Rettig, membership, Webmaster; Gary 
Wettengel, tickets; Robert Weidle, excerpts; and Lynne Aronson, 
tech workshop.
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Bill Winkler is recovering at home 
after a couple of trips to the hospital. 
The first trip was to remove a fungus 
growing on his lung.  He was then 
readmitted after a strep virus infected his 
heart. He's feeling good now, but has to 
undergo 3 weeks of IV treatments.

Congrats to Footlighters who won 2006 
Cincinnati Entertainment Awards on 
Aug. 25:�
Gary Rogers, for Officer Lockstock 
in “Urinetown" with Showbiz Players, 
and Dee Anne Bryll, for Maggie 
Jones in “42nd Street" with Cincinnati 
Music Theatre. 

Congrats, also, to Footlighters who won 
ORCHID awards for Wyoming Players' 
“Crimes of the Heart": �
Dennis Murphy - �
Excellence in Set Design �
Rick Hamilton - �
Excellence in Set Construction �
Amy Hamilton - �
Excellence in Direction �
The three work together again in Jean-
Paul Sartre's “No Exit," presented by Left 
Bank Productions at Monmouth Theater, 
Sept. 21- 24. For reservations, contact 

Amy at ahamilton9@earthlink.net.

Lynne Aronson directs and performs 
in The Clermont Inn Players’ production 
“The Potman Spoke Sooth" on Sept. 15, 
22, 23, 29 & 30. She also will direct 
Clermont’s November shows and “Farndale 
Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen's 
Guild Dramatic Society Murder Mystery" 
for The Wyoming Players in January.

Offstage, Lynne opened her own baking 
company, Flour Power Baking Co.  Let her 
k n o w  y o u r  b a k i n g  n e e d s :  
flourpowerbaking@aol.com.

A  t i p  o f  t h e  h a t  t o  L a r r y  
Weber…because of his hard work, his 
mother's house on Montana Avenue 
recently won “Yard of the Month" from 
Westwood Civic Association. 

Kathie Labanz and Rilla Foster 
enjoyed ushering at Cirque Du Soleil.

Footlighters, let The Libretto 

know when you are in a show 

or have news to share.

Send informat ion to  Chr i s  

Wolff: cwolff99@yahoo.com or 

(513) 521-8838.

Greetings!

This was a busy year for us 
at Footlighters! In addition 
to a very successful season 
on stage, we enjoyed an 
equally successful year 
behind the scenes:
•	We launched our online ticket-sales program, 

making the ticket-ordering process more 
convenient for patrons and box-office staff.

•	We completed the process of identifying our 	 		
future desired position in the marketplace and 
revised our three-year, long-range plan to help 
us get there.

• We ignited fund-raising efforts to help gain 
funding for essential building repairs.

• We regained full use of our basement (costume, 
prop and storage rooms) following the 
November 2005 flood.

• We received several Orchid Awards at the Ohio 
Community Theatre Association’s annual 
regional convention in June. 

Our Board of Trustees just completed a very 
successful annual retreat and solidified the 
following, short-term strategic goals for 2006-07:
1. Restructure the role/job description of 

Marketing Chair and his/her committee, putting 
more focus on the full scope of marketing 
planning vs. program advertising only:�
a. Develop a marketing communications plan 
for the organization.

2. Focus on the most crucial building repairs first 
(walls, wiring, water, stained-glass windows).

3. Broaden the base of constituency for a Building 
Fund campaign.

4. Increase our talent pool in all areas of off-stage 
production (sound, lighting, production 
management, construction, theatre maintenance):
A.	 Survey the membership to search for new 	

technical and production staff.
B. Conduct a workshop/training class for new 

production/ technical staff.
5. Continue the audience production survey this fall.
6. Increase overall season-ticket subscriptions and 

group ticket sales by a 10% minimum.
7. Increase grant writing and public/private 

funding efforts:
A. Appoint two people within the group to head 

Finance and Grant Writing/Sponsorships.
B. Investigate City of Newport’s Economic 

Development Block Grant.
C. Attempt to secure a show and/or season or 

program sponsor.
8. Continue to pursue rental opportunities for the 

theater, dance studio and art gallery. 

We have a lot on our plate, so if you would like to 
help us tackle any of this, please call me to 
discuss at (859) 291-7464.

Sincerely, 

John Langley

Cat In The Hat & Company Bring 
Fun To Stage In “Seussical"  

Footlighters’ fall musical "Seussical" 
will delight both children and older folks 
— anyone who loves the Dr. Seuss books’ 
wonderful characters and stories.

“Seussical" opens 8 p.m. Oct. 5 and 
runs through Oct. 22, with Sunday 
matinees at 2 p.m.

Pul led f rom 20 beloved c lass ics  
written by children's 
a u t h o r  T h e o d o r e  
Geisel (Dr. Seuss), 
this show fills the 
stage with a cast of 
35 people telling a 
s to ry  o f  hope ,  o f  
believing in yourself 
and of being a true 
friend who keeps a 
p r o m i s e .  T h e  
a u d i e n c e  w i l l  
recognize such Dr. 
Seuss books as The 
C a t  I n  T h e  H a t ,  
Horton Hears a Who, 
Gertrude McFuzz,  
The  But te r  Bat t l e  
Book, If I Ran the 

Circus, and I Had Trouble in Getting to 
Solla Sollew.

The mus ic  i s  an ec lec t ic  mix of  
everything from traditional ballads, such 
as “Alone in the Universe" and “Solla 
Sollew," to the Sousa-inspired sound of 
“The Military." The rousing  opening 
number, “Oh, the Thinks You Can Think," 
fills the stage with performers and sets 
the show’s lively, fun mood.

“It will be a fun-filled evening," said 
Director Gary Rogers. “There will be 
great music, lots of color, humor and 
happiness, and a little sadness — but it 
all turns out OK."

Rogers wanted to direct “Seussical" 
after falling in love with the music at a 
performance. He sees this show as a 
wonde r fu l  way  “ to  expose  young  
children to live theater."

“I love the idea of doing a show with 
children in it that’s also a show for kids," 

Rogers said. “Adults will 
remember reading the 
books as kids, and the 
kids probably have the 
books at home."

The show’s producers 
a r e  J i m  R a c s t e r ,  
Shir ley Wil l iams 
and Janet Wisner. 
Tim Binzer is designing 
our colorful, multilevel 
“Seussical" set, with Rick Stone as 
master carpenter. Linda Abbott is our 
music director. The crew also includes: 
Barb Hoffmann,  props; Tony 
Dimuzio, lights; Elaine Michael 
and Carolyn Martinez, costumes; 
Janet Wisner, stage manager; Chris 
Wolff, assistant stage manager; and 
Peggy Kenney, house manager.

“ S e u s s i c a l , "  w h i c h  o p e n e d  o n  
Broadway in 2000, is a popular show on 
the community and high-school theater 

circuit. Audiences are 
drawn by the music and 
by  wha t  t h e  s how ’ s  
w r i t e r s  d e s c r i b e  a s  
“something that runs 
through several of the 
books that  isn ' t  just  
children's literature. It's 
of a more profound and 
adult nature."

“ W e  t r i e d  t o  b e  
truthful to the innocent anarchy in the 
books. There is a deep concern in them 
for the planet, for human beings and 
how we should behave toward one 
another, and it plays out in all this zany 
stuff," Lynn Ahrens, who co-wrote the 
lyrics and book, said in a New York 
Times article in 2000.

“Seussical" runs Oct. 5-22. 
For tickets, order online at 
www.footlighters.org or call 
(513) 474-8711.

What really puts the “community" into 
“community theater?"

We think the answer is simple: It’s the 
people. And, going one step further, it’s 
the camaraderie, the friendships, the 
sense of “we’re in this together" that 
symbolizes our theater community.

Footlighters, a community theater 
troupe for more than 40 years, invites 
newcomers to become members, and we 
would love to see former members return 
to active membership in the group.
Membership Renewal Time

As we begin our 2006-2007 season, 
Foo t l i gh t e r s  l aunche s  i t s  annua l  
membership drive.

Membership fees help cover the cost of 
such things as mailings to members and 
season-ticket subscribers, free troupe 
parties and gatherings, and the expense 
of running Footlighters and keeping The 
Stained Glass Theatre in shape. Members 
also receive a year of The Libretto, the 
troupe’s bimonthly newsletter that aims 
to keep everyone up to date on all 
Footlighters’ activities. 

M e m b e r s h i p  d u e s :  $ 2 5  p e r  
household, or $15 per individual.

You may use the membership form 
inside this issue of The Libretto and mail 
it with your dues to Dean Rettig, 7200 
Royalgreen Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45244

Party Time! 
What: 	Fall Party for Members �

Free Food & Entertainment

When: 	Sunday, October 15, 4:30 p.m. 
(After the 2 p.m.�
"Seussical" matinee) 

Where: The Stained Glass�
Theatre lobby�
802 York Street�
Newport, KY 

Alissa Bellman – Cat In The Hat�
Blake Becket – Jo Jo�
Dan Cohen – Horton The Elephant�
Deanna Tully –Mayzie Bird�
Julie Wacksman -Gertrude McFuzz

Bill Geraghty – The Grinch�
Jeff Grooms – Judge Yertle The Turtle�
Dana Kisor - General Ghengis Khan Schmitz�
Sarah Martin - Sour Kangaroo

Jennifer McGurie - Bird Girl�
Taylor Reynolds - Bird Girl�
Amy Shaffer - Bird Girl

Kevin Stout - Mayor of Whoville�
Brandee Anderson – Mayor’s Wife

Hailey Gadd – A Who �
Donald Haney – A who�
Emily Kissela – A Who�
Hope Pauly – A Who �
Noelle Rogers – A Who 

Natalie Rieger - Thing One�
Carly Hill - Thing Two

Julia Abanto – Ensemble�
Kevin Dunaway – Ensemble�
George Fee – Ensemble�
Rachel Geiman – Ensemble�
Zach Stewart – Ensemble

Dustin Baird – Wickersham Brother�
Patrick Flerlage – Wickersham Brother�
Jazzman McMullen – Wickersham Brother

Board Elects Officers, 
Welcomes New Trustees

Who’s Who in "Seussical"

continued on page 3, see “Seussical”

continued from page 1

Surrounding Dan Cohen (Horton, seated) are Deanna Tully (Mayzie, left), 
Alissa Bellman (Cat in the Hat, center) and Julie Wacksman (Gertrude, right).

Membership Form
2006-2007

Voluntary Giving Level

Personal Information

______Check if you need tax deductible receipt for your gift

Please check one Individual Membership          $15

_______ Patron - $25

Name (for Household Membership, list additional names and DOB on back of form) Birthday ( MM / DD )

Address 1

Address 2

Phone #3 (primary)  Circle type    H   W   C   F

Phone #3 (backup)                       H   W   C   F

City State Zip Phone #3 (emergency)                  H   W   C   F

Occupation

List Special Interests (Acting / Design / Technical / Administrative,  etc. )

Note that your membership is for the duration of the current season only.

Gender
M      F

E-mail

_______ Guarantor - $50 _______ Benefactor - $100 _______ Angel - $500

Household Membership         $25

Please make check payable to: 
Footlighters, Inc.

Send form & check to: 
Dean Rettig  7200 Royalgreen Dr., Cinci, OH 45244

OFFICE USE ONLY        Date Received:       /     /               By:                   cash / check / credit        Amount Paid:

The location of OCTA’s annual conference will continue 
to move around the state, based on a vote taken over Labor 
Day weekend at the 2006 OCTA meeting in Columbus.

Delegates to the Ohio Community Theatre Association’s 
conference voted their preference from three choices: 
Always hold the conference in Columbus, a central location; hold a Columbus 
conference, then move the next year to a northern city, then back to 
Columbus, then move south and then back to Columbus; or continue the 
practice of annually moving the conference’s location around the state. 

Delegates voted to continue moving the site to different Ohio cities. The 
Southwest region had 60% of its theatres represented. 

More than 420 people attended this conference, called  "Around the World 
in 80 Plays." There were lots of exciting excerpts, workshops and much 
partying in Columbus.

Some activities focused on thanking Eleanor Smith, OCTA’s executive 
director who is retiring, for her years of service. At the Monte Carlo Casino, 
attendees enjoyed a presentation of "This Is Your Life, Eleanor Smith."  On 
Sunday, she was inducted into the OCTA Hall of Fame.  

Judges gave very positive feedback for all four shows brought from the 
Southwest region. The list of honors bestowed will be posted soon on OCTA’s 
Web site:  www.octaweb.org.

The new OCTA executive board was elected: Jerry Zimmerman (NW), 
president; John Falkenback (SW), 1st vice-present; Peggy Kenney (SW), 2nd 
vice-president; Susan Barzda (SE), secretary; and Gary Buerk (NW), treasurer. 

Tri-County Players took the travel award for bringing the most people the 
farthest distance. The basket raffles netted over $2,000 for OCTA’s treasury, 
which is in need after the Ohio Arts Fund drastically cut funding to arts 
organization. We’re also proud that our Southwest Region received a plaque 
for increasing  OCTA patrons from our region by 60% in 2005. 

If you have not become an OCTA patron for 2006, please consider sending 
your donation now. Check the Web site or with Peggy Kenney for details, 
(513) 661-4359.

Next year’s conference will be at Beachwood Holiday Inn near Cleveland. It 
will be the year 007, so the theme will be a thriller! Hope you can join us for 
a great weekend of theater, education and camaraderie.

OCTA Conference Keeps 
Moving Around Ohio  
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John Langley continues as president of Footlighters, following his re-
election to the post in August by the Board of Trustees.

The Board met in a retreat on August 20 to elect officers, appoint 
committee chairs and set goals for the 2006-07 season. (See "From The 
President" column, at left)

Three new Board members were elected by the membership at the August 
12 gathering: Jim Curtis, Peggy Kenney and Robert Weidle, with 
Amy Hamilton elected as a non-voting alternate.

Serving with Langley for 2006-07 will be: Dean Rettig, vice president of 
administration; Caryl Hefley, vice president of facility and technical 
director; Peggy Kenney, vice president of productions; Jim Curtis, 
secretary; and George Fee, re-elected treasurer.

Committee chairs will be: Mark Aronson, marketing; Paul Strabley, 
play & director selection; Cathy Lutts, ACT representative; Peggy 
Kenney, OCTA representative; Christine Wolff, The Libretto editor; Jim 
Racster, historian; Dean Rettig, membership, Webmaster; Gary 
Wettengel, tickets; Robert Weidle, excerpts; and Lynne Aronson, 
tech workshop.
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Bill Winkler is recovering at home 
after a couple of trips to the hospital. 
The first trip was to remove a fungus 
growing on his lung.  He was then 
readmitted after a strep virus infected his 
heart. He's feeling good now, but has to 
undergo 3 weeks of IV treatments.

Congrats to Footlighters who won 2006 
Cincinnati Entertainment Awards on 
Aug. 25:�
Gary Rogers, for Officer Lockstock 
in “Urinetown" with Showbiz Players, 
and Dee Anne Bryll, for Maggie 
Jones in “42nd Street" with Cincinnati 
Music Theatre. 

Congrats, also, to Footlighters who won 
ORCHID awards for Wyoming Players' 
“Crimes of the Heart": �
Dennis Murphy - �
Excellence in Set Design �
Rick Hamilton - �
Excellence in Set Construction �
Amy Hamilton - �
Excellence in Direction �
The three work together again in Jean-
Paul Sartre's “No Exit," presented by Left 
Bank Productions at Monmouth Theater, 
Sept. 21- 24. For reservations, contact 

Amy at ahamilton9@earthlink.net.

Lynne Aronson directs and performs 
in The Clermont Inn Players’ production 
“The Potman Spoke Sooth" on Sept. 15, 
22, 23, 29 & 30. She also will direct 
Clermont’s November shows and “Farndale 
Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen's 
Guild Dramatic Society Murder Mystery" 
for The Wyoming Players in January.

Offstage, Lynne opened her own baking 
company, Flour Power Baking Co.  Let her 
k n o w  y o u r  b a k i n g  n e e d s :  
flourpowerbaking@aol.com.

A  t i p  o f  t h e  h a t  t o  L a r r y  
Weber…because of his hard work, his 
mother's house on Montana Avenue 
recently won “Yard of the Month" from 
Westwood Civic Association. 

Kathie Labanz and Rilla Foster 
enjoyed ushering at Cirque Du Soleil.

Footlighters, let The Libretto 

know when you are in a show 

or have news to share.

Send informat ion to  Chr i s  

Wolff: cwolff99@yahoo.com or 

(513) 521-8838.

Greetings!

This was a busy year for us 
at Footlighters! In addition 
to a very successful season 
on stage, we enjoyed an 
equally successful year 
behind the scenes:
•	We launched our online ticket-sales program, 

making the ticket-ordering process more 
convenient for patrons and box-office staff.

•	We completed the process of identifying our 	 		
future desired position in the marketplace and 
revised our three-year, long-range plan to help 
us get there.

• We ignited fund-raising efforts to help gain 
funding for essential building repairs.

• We regained full use of our basement (costume, 
prop and storage rooms) following the 
November 2005 flood.

• We received several Orchid Awards at the Ohio 
Community Theatre Association’s annual 
regional convention in June. 

Our Board of Trustees just completed a very 
successful annual retreat and solidified the 
following, short-term strategic goals for 2006-07:
1. Restructure the role/job description of 

Marketing Chair and his/her committee, putting 
more focus on the full scope of marketing 
planning vs. program advertising only:�
a. Develop a marketing communications plan 
for the organization.

2. Focus on the most crucial building repairs first 
(walls, wiring, water, stained-glass windows).

3. Broaden the base of constituency for a Building 
Fund campaign.

4. Increase our talent pool in all areas of off-stage 
production (sound, lighting, production 
management, construction, theatre maintenance):
A.	 Survey the membership to search for new 	

technical and production staff.
B. Conduct a workshop/training class for new 

production/ technical staff.
5. Continue the audience production survey this fall.
6. Increase overall season-ticket subscriptions and 

group ticket sales by a 10% minimum.
7. Increase grant writing and public/private 

funding efforts:
A. Appoint two people within the group to head 

Finance and Grant Writing/Sponsorships.
B. Investigate City of Newport’s Economic 

Development Block Grant.
C. Attempt to secure a show and/or season or 

program sponsor.
8. Continue to pursue rental opportunities for the 

theater, dance studio and art gallery. 

We have a lot on our plate, so if you would like to 
help us tackle any of this, please call me to 
discuss at (859) 291-7464.

Sincerely, 

John Langley

Cat In The Hat & Company Bring 
Fun To Stage In “Seussical"  

Footlighters’ fall musical "Seussical" 
will delight both children and older folks 
— anyone who loves the Dr. Seuss books’ 
wonderful characters and stories.

“Seussical" opens 8 p.m. Oct. 5 and 
runs through Oct. 22, with Sunday 
matinees at 2 p.m.

Pul led f rom 20 beloved c lass ics  
written by children's 
a u t h o r  T h e o d o r e  
Geisel (Dr. Seuss), 
this show fills the 
stage with a cast of 
35 people telling a 
s to ry  o f  hope ,  o f  
believing in yourself 
and of being a true 
friend who keeps a 
p r o m i s e .  T h e  
a u d i e n c e  w i l l  
recognize such Dr. 
Seuss books as The 
C a t  I n  T h e  H a t ,  
Horton Hears a Who, 
Gertrude McFuzz,  
The  But te r  Bat t l e  
Book, If I Ran the 

Circus, and I Had Trouble in Getting to 
Solla Sollew.

The mus ic  i s  an ec lec t ic  mix of  
everything from traditional ballads, such 
as “Alone in the Universe" and “Solla 
Sollew," to the Sousa-inspired sound of 
“The Military." The rousing  opening 
number, “Oh, the Thinks You Can Think," 
fills the stage with performers and sets 
the show’s lively, fun mood.

“It will be a fun-filled evening," said 
Director Gary Rogers. “There will be 
great music, lots of color, humor and 
happiness, and a little sadness — but it 
all turns out OK."

Rogers wanted to direct “Seussical" 
after falling in love with the music at a 
performance. He sees this show as a 
wonde r fu l  way  “ to  expose  young  
children to live theater."

“I love the idea of doing a show with 
children in it that’s also a show for kids," 

Rogers said. “Adults will 
remember reading the 
books as kids, and the 
kids probably have the 
books at home."

The show’s producers 
a r e  J i m  R a c s t e r ,  
Shir ley Wil l iams 
and Janet Wisner. 
Tim Binzer is designing 
our colorful, multilevel 
“Seussical" set, with Rick Stone as 
master carpenter. Linda Abbott is our 
music director. The crew also includes: 
Barb Hoffmann,  props; Tony 
Dimuzio, lights; Elaine Michael 
and Carolyn Martinez, costumes; 
Janet Wisner, stage manager; Chris 
Wolff, assistant stage manager; and 
Peggy Kenney, house manager.

“ S e u s s i c a l , "  w h i c h  o p e n e d  o n  
Broadway in 2000, is a popular show on 
the community and high-school theater 

circuit. Audiences are 
drawn by the music and 
by  wha t  t h e  s how ’ s  
w r i t e r s  d e s c r i b e  a s  
“something that runs 
through several of the 
books that  isn ' t  just  
children's literature. It's 
of a more profound and 
adult nature."

“ W e  t r i e d  t o  b e  
truthful to the innocent anarchy in the 
books. There is a deep concern in them 
for the planet, for human beings and 
how we should behave toward one 
another, and it plays out in all this zany 
stuff," Lynn Ahrens, who co-wrote the 
lyrics and book, said in a New York 
Times article in 2000.

“Seussical" runs Oct. 5-22. 
For tickets, order online at 
www.footlighters.org or call 
(513) 474-8711.

What really puts the “community" into 
“community theater?"

We think the answer is simple: It’s the 
people. And, going one step further, it’s 
the camaraderie, the friendships, the 
sense of “we’re in this together" that 
symbolizes our theater community.

Footlighters, a community theater 
troupe for more than 40 years, invites 
newcomers to become members, and we 
would love to see former members return 
to active membership in the group.
Membership Renewal Time

As we begin our 2006-2007 season, 
Foo t l i gh t e r s  l aunche s  i t s  annua l  
membership drive.

Membership fees help cover the cost of 
such things as mailings to members and 
season-ticket subscribers, free troupe 
parties and gatherings, and the expense 
of running Footlighters and keeping The 
Stained Glass Theatre in shape. Members 
also receive a year of The Libretto, the 
troupe’s bimonthly newsletter that aims 
to keep everyone up to date on all 
Footlighters’ activities. 
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household, or $15 per individual.

You may use the membership form 
inside this issue of The Libretto and mail 
it with your dues to Dean Rettig, 7200 
Royalgreen Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45244
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Carly Hill - Thing Two

Julia Abanto – Ensemble�
Kevin Dunaway – Ensemble�
George Fee – Ensemble�
Rachel Geiman – Ensemble�
Zach Stewart – Ensemble

Dustin Baird – Wickersham Brother�
Patrick Flerlage – Wickersham Brother�
Jazzman McMullen – Wickersham Brother

Board Elects Officers, 
Welcomes New Trustees

Who’s Who in "Seussical"

continued on page 3, see “Seussical”

continued from page 1

Surrounding Dan Cohen (Horton, seated) are Deanna Tully (Mayzie, left), 
Alissa Bellman (Cat in the Hat, center) and Julie Wacksman (Gertrude, right).
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The location of OCTA’s annual conference will continue 
to move around the state, based on a vote taken over Labor 
Day weekend at the 2006 OCTA meeting in Columbus.

Delegates to the Ohio Community Theatre Association’s 
conference voted their preference from three choices: 
Always hold the conference in Columbus, a central location; hold a Columbus 
conference, then move the next year to a northern city, then back to 
Columbus, then move south and then back to Columbus; or continue the 
practice of annually moving the conference’s location around the state. 

Delegates voted to continue moving the site to different Ohio cities. The 
Southwest region had 60% of its theatres represented. 

More than 420 people attended this conference, called  "Around the World 
in 80 Plays." There were lots of exciting excerpts, workshops and much 
partying in Columbus.

Some activities focused on thanking Eleanor Smith, OCTA’s executive 
director who is retiring, for her years of service. At the Monte Carlo Casino, 
attendees enjoyed a presentation of "This Is Your Life, Eleanor Smith."  On 
Sunday, she was inducted into the OCTA Hall of Fame.  

Judges gave very positive feedback for all four shows brought from the 
Southwest region. The list of honors bestowed will be posted soon on OCTA’s 
Web site:  www.octaweb.org.

The new OCTA executive board was elected: Jerry Zimmerman (NW), 
president; John Falkenback (SW), 1st vice-present; Peggy Kenney (SW), 2nd 
vice-president; Susan Barzda (SE), secretary; and Gary Buerk (NW), treasurer. 

Tri-County Players took the travel award for bringing the most people the 
farthest distance. The basket raffles netted over $2,000 for OCTA’s treasury, 
which is in need after the Ohio Arts Fund drastically cut funding to arts 
organization. We’re also proud that our Southwest Region received a plaque 
for increasing  OCTA patrons from our region by 60% in 2005. 

If you have not become an OCTA patron for 2006, please consider sending 
your donation now. Check the Web site or with Peggy Kenney for details, 
(513) 661-4359.

Next year’s conference will be at Beachwood Holiday Inn near Cleveland. It 
will be the year 007, so the theme will be a thriller! Hope you can join us for 
a great weekend of theater, education and camaraderie.

OCTA Conference Keeps 
Moving Around Ohio  
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John Langley continues as president of Footlighters, following his re-
election to the post in August by the Board of Trustees.

The Board met in a retreat on August 20 to elect officers, appoint 
committee chairs and set goals for the 2006-07 season. (See "From The 
President" column, at left)

Three new Board members were elected by the membership at the August 
12 gathering: Jim Curtis, Peggy Kenney and Robert Weidle, with 
Amy Hamilton elected as a non-voting alternate.

Serving with Langley for 2006-07 will be: Dean Rettig, vice president of 
administration; Caryl Hefley, vice president of facility and technical 
director; Peggy Kenney, vice president of productions; Jim Curtis, 
secretary; and George Fee, re-elected treasurer.

Committee chairs will be: Mark Aronson, marketing; Paul Strabley, 
play & director selection; Cathy Lutts, ACT representative; Peggy 
Kenney, OCTA representative; Christine Wolff, The Libretto editor; Jim 
Racster, historian; Dean Rettig, membership, Webmaster; Gary 
Wettengel, tickets; Robert Weidle, excerpts; and Lynne Aronson, 
tech workshop.
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D I R E C T O R S

Editor: Christine Wolff 

Layout: Tim Binzer

Contributors: Peggy Kenney, 

John Langley, Jim Racster, �

Dean Rettig

Linda Abbott, Jim Curtis, Don Haas, 

Mary Haas, Caryl Hefley, �

Ron Houck, Freida Houck, �

Peggy Kenney, John Langley, Dean 

Rettig, Paul Strabley, �

Gary Wettengel, Robert Weidle, and 

Amy Hamilton (alternate)

Bill Winkler is recovering at home 
after a couple of trips to the hospital. 
The first trip was to remove a fungus 
growing on his lung.  He was then 
readmitted after a strep virus infected his 
heart. He's feeling good now, but has to 
undergo 3 weeks of IV treatments.

Congrats to Footlighters who won 2006 
Cincinnati Entertainment Awards on 
Aug. 25:�
Gary Rogers, for Officer Lockstock 
in “Urinetown" with Showbiz Players, 
and Dee Anne Bryll, for Maggie 
Jones in “42nd Street" with Cincinnati 
Music Theatre. 

Congrats, also, to Footlighters who won 
ORCHID awards for Wyoming Players' 
“Crimes of the Heart": �
Dennis Murphy - �
Excellence in Set Design �
Rick Hamilton - �
Excellence in Set Construction �
Amy Hamilton - �
Excellence in Direction �
The three work together again in Jean-
Paul Sartre's “No Exit," presented by Left 
Bank Productions at Monmouth Theater, 
Sept. 21- 24. For reservations, contact 

Amy at ahamilton9@earthlink.net.

Lynne Aronson directs and performs 
in The Clermont Inn Players’ production 
“The Potman Spoke Sooth" on Sept. 15, 
22, 23, 29 & 30. She also will direct 
Clermont’s November shows and “Farndale 
Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen's 
Guild Dramatic Society Murder Mystery" 
for The Wyoming Players in January.

Offstage, Lynne opened her own baking 
company, Flour Power Baking Co.  Let her 
k n o w  y o u r  b a k i n g  n e e d s :  
flourpowerbaking@aol.com.

A  t i p  o f  t h e  h a t  t o  L a r r y  
Weber…because of his hard work, his 
mother's house on Montana Avenue 
recently won “Yard of the Month" from 
Westwood Civic Association. 

Kathie Labanz and Rilla Foster 
enjoyed ushering at Cirque Du Soleil.

Footlighters, let The Libretto 

know when you are in a show 

or have news to share.

Send informat ion to  Chr i s  

Wolff: cwolff99@yahoo.com or 

(513) 521-8838.

Greetings!

This was a busy year for us 
at Footlighters! In addition 
to a very successful season 
on stage, we enjoyed an 
equally successful year 
behind the scenes:
•	We launched our online ticket-sales program, 

making the ticket-ordering process more 
convenient for patrons and box-office staff.

•	We completed the process of identifying our 	 		
future desired position in the marketplace and 
revised our three-year, long-range plan to help 
us get there.

• We ignited fund-raising efforts to help gain 
funding for essential building repairs.

• We regained full use of our basement (costume, 
prop and storage rooms) following the 
November 2005 flood.

• We received several Orchid Awards at the Ohio 
Community Theatre Association’s annual 
regional convention in June. 

Our Board of Trustees just completed a very 
successful annual retreat and solidified the 
following, short-term strategic goals for 2006-07:
1. Restructure the role/job description of 

Marketing Chair and his/her committee, putting 
more focus on the full scope of marketing 
planning vs. program advertising only:�
a. Develop a marketing communications plan 
for the organization.

2. Focus on the most crucial building repairs first 
(walls, wiring, water, stained-glass windows).

3. Broaden the base of constituency for a Building 
Fund campaign.

4. Increase our talent pool in all areas of off-stage 
production (sound, lighting, production 
management, construction, theatre maintenance):
A.	 Survey the membership to search for new 	

technical and production staff.
B. Conduct a workshop/training class for new 

production/ technical staff.
5. Continue the audience production survey this fall.
6. Increase overall season-ticket subscriptions and 

group ticket sales by a 10% minimum.
7. Increase grant writing and public/private 

funding efforts:
A. Appoint two people within the group to head 

Finance and Grant Writing/Sponsorships.
B. Investigate City of Newport’s Economic 

Development Block Grant.
C. Attempt to secure a show and/or season or 

program sponsor.
8. Continue to pursue rental opportunities for the 

theater, dance studio and art gallery. 

We have a lot on our plate, so if you would like to 
help us tackle any of this, please call me to 
discuss at (859) 291-7464.

Sincerely, 

John Langley

Cat In The Hat & Company Bring 
Fun To Stage In “Seussical"  

Footlighters’ fall musical "Seussical" 
will delight both children and older folks 
— anyone who loves the Dr. Seuss books’ 
wonderful characters and stories.

“Seussical" opens 8 p.m. Oct. 5 and 
runs through Oct. 22, with Sunday 
matinees at 2 p.m.

Pul led f rom 20 beloved c lass ics  
written by children's 
a u t h o r  T h e o d o r e  
Geisel (Dr. Seuss), 
this show fills the 
stage with a cast of 
35 people telling a 
s to ry  o f  hope ,  o f  
believing in yourself 
and of being a true 
friend who keeps a 
p r o m i s e .  T h e  
a u d i e n c e  w i l l  
recognize such Dr. 
Seuss books as The 
C a t  I n  T h e  H a t ,  
Horton Hears a Who, 
Gertrude McFuzz,  
The  But te r  Bat t l e  
Book, If I Ran the 

Circus, and I Had Trouble in Getting to 
Solla Sollew.

The mus ic  i s  an ec lec t ic  mix of  
everything from traditional ballads, such 
as “Alone in the Universe" and “Solla 
Sollew," to the Sousa-inspired sound of 
“The Military." The rousing  opening 
number, “Oh, the Thinks You Can Think," 
fills the stage with performers and sets 
the show’s lively, fun mood.

“It will be a fun-filled evening," said 
Director Gary Rogers. “There will be 
great music, lots of color, humor and 
happiness, and a little sadness — but it 
all turns out OK."

Rogers wanted to direct “Seussical" 
after falling in love with the music at a 
performance. He sees this show as a 
wonde r fu l  way  “ to  expose  young  
children to live theater."

“I love the idea of doing a show with 
children in it that’s also a show for kids," 

Rogers said. “Adults will 
remember reading the 
books as kids, and the 
kids probably have the 
books at home."

The show’s producers 
a r e  J i m  R a c s t e r ,  
Shir ley Wil l iams 
and Janet Wisner. 
Tim Binzer is designing 
our colorful, multilevel 
“Seussical" set, with Rick Stone as 
master carpenter. Linda Abbott is our 
music director. The crew also includes: 
Barb Hoffmann,  props; Tony 
Dimuzio, lights; Elaine Michael 
and Carolyn Martinez, costumes; 
Janet Wisner, stage manager; Chris 
Wolff, assistant stage manager; and 
Peggy Kenney, house manager.

“ S e u s s i c a l , "  w h i c h  o p e n e d  o n  
Broadway in 2000, is a popular show on 
the community and high-school theater 

circuit. Audiences are 
drawn by the music and 
by  wha t  t h e  s how ’ s  
w r i t e r s  d e s c r i b e  a s  
“something that runs 
through several of the 
books that  isn ' t  just  
children's literature. It's 
of a more profound and 
adult nature."

“ W e  t r i e d  t o  b e  
truthful to the innocent anarchy in the 
books. There is a deep concern in them 
for the planet, for human beings and 
how we should behave toward one 
another, and it plays out in all this zany 
stuff," Lynn Ahrens, who co-wrote the 
lyrics and book, said in a New York 
Times article in 2000.

“Seussical" runs Oct. 5-22. 
For tickets, order online at 
www.footlighters.org or call 
(513) 474-8711.

What really puts the “community" into 
“community theater?"

We think the answer is simple: It’s the 
people. And, going one step further, it’s 
the camaraderie, the friendships, the 
sense of “we’re in this together" that 
symbolizes our theater community.

Footlighters, a community theater 
troupe for more than 40 years, invites 
newcomers to become members, and we 
would love to see former members return 
to active membership in the group.
Membership Renewal Time

As we begin our 2006-2007 season, 
Foo t l i gh t e r s  l aunche s  i t s  annua l  
membership drive.

Membership fees help cover the cost of 
such things as mailings to members and 
season-ticket subscribers, free troupe 
parties and gatherings, and the expense 
of running Footlighters and keeping The 
Stained Glass Theatre in shape. Members 
also receive a year of The Libretto, the 
troupe’s bimonthly newsletter that aims 
to keep everyone up to date on all 
Footlighters’ activities. 

M e m b e r s h i p  d u e s :  $ 2 5  p e r  
household, or $15 per individual.

You may use the membership form 
inside this issue of The Libretto and mail 
it with your dues to Dean Rettig, 7200 
Royalgreen Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45244

Party Time! 
What: 	Fall Party for Members �

Free Food & Entertainment

When: 	Sunday, October 15, 4:30 p.m. 
(After the 2 p.m.�
"Seussical" matinee) 

Where: The Stained Glass�
Theatre lobby�
802 York Street�
Newport, KY 

Alissa Bellman – Cat In The Hat�
Blake Becket – Jo Jo�
Dan Cohen – Horton The Elephant�
Deanna Tully –Mayzie Bird�
Julie Wacksman -Gertrude McFuzz

Bill Geraghty – The Grinch�
Jeff Grooms – Judge Yertle The Turtle�
Dana Kisor - General Ghengis Khan Schmitz�
Sarah Martin - Sour Kangaroo

Jennifer McGurie - Bird Girl�
Taylor Reynolds - Bird Girl�
Amy Shaffer - Bird Girl

Kevin Stout - Mayor of Whoville�
Brandee Anderson – Mayor’s Wife

Hailey Gadd – A Who �
Donald Haney – A who�
Emily Kissela – A Who�
Hope Pauly – A Who �
Noelle Rogers – A Who 

Natalie Rieger - Thing One�
Carly Hill - Thing Two

Julia Abanto – Ensemble�
Kevin Dunaway – Ensemble�
George Fee – Ensemble�
Rachel Geiman – Ensemble�
Zach Stewart – Ensemble

Dustin Baird – Wickersham Brother�
Patrick Flerlage – Wickersham Brother�
Jazzman McMullen – Wickersham Brother

Board Elects Officers, 
Welcomes New Trustees

Who’s Who in "Seussical"

continued on page 3, see “Seussical”

continued from page 1

Surrounding Dan Cohen (Horton, seated) are Deanna Tully (Mayzie, left), 
Alissa Bellman (Cat in the Hat, center) and Julie Wacksman (Gertrude, right).

Membership Form
2006-2007

Voluntary Giving Level

Personal Information

______Check if you need tax deductible receipt for your gift

Please check one Individual Membership          $15

_______ Patron - $25

Name (for Household Membership, list additional names and DOB on back of form) Birthday ( MM / DD )

Address 1

Address 2

Phone #3 (primary)  Circle type    H   W   C   F

Phone #3 (backup)                       H   W   C   F

City State Zip Phone #3 (emergency)                  H   W   C   F

Occupation

List Special Interests (Acting / Design / Technical / Administrative,  etc. )

Note that your membership is for the duration of the current season only.

Gender
M      F

E-mail

_______ Guarantor - $50 _______ Benefactor - $100 _______ Angel - $500

Household Membership         $25

Please make check payable to: 
Footlighters, Inc.

Send form & check to: 
Dean Rettig  7200 Royalgreen Dr., Cinci, OH 45244

OFFICE USE ONLY        Date Received:       /     /               By:                   cash / check / credit        Amount Paid:

The location of OCTA’s annual conference will continue 
to move around the state, based on a vote taken over Labor 
Day weekend at the 2006 OCTA meeting in Columbus.

Delegates to the Ohio Community Theatre Association’s 
conference voted their preference from three choices: 
Always hold the conference in Columbus, a central location; hold a Columbus 
conference, then move the next year to a northern city, then back to 
Columbus, then move south and then back to Columbus; or continue the 
practice of annually moving the conference’s location around the state. 

Delegates voted to continue moving the site to different Ohio cities. The 
Southwest region had 60% of its theatres represented. 

More than 420 people attended this conference, called  "Around the World 
in 80 Plays." There were lots of exciting excerpts, workshops and much 
partying in Columbus.

Some activities focused on thanking Eleanor Smith, OCTA’s executive 
director who is retiring, for her years of service. At the Monte Carlo Casino, 
attendees enjoyed a presentation of "This Is Your Life, Eleanor Smith."  On 
Sunday, she was inducted into the OCTA Hall of Fame.  

Judges gave very positive feedback for all four shows brought from the 
Southwest region. The list of honors bestowed will be posted soon on OCTA’s 
Web site:  www.octaweb.org.

The new OCTA executive board was elected: Jerry Zimmerman (NW), 
president; John Falkenback (SW), 1st vice-present; Peggy Kenney (SW), 2nd 
vice-president; Susan Barzda (SE), secretary; and Gary Buerk (NW), treasurer. 

Tri-County Players took the travel award for bringing the most people the 
farthest distance. The basket raffles netted over $2,000 for OCTA’s treasury, 
which is in need after the Ohio Arts Fund drastically cut funding to arts 
organization. We’re also proud that our Southwest Region received a plaque 
for increasing  OCTA patrons from our region by 60% in 2005. 

If you have not become an OCTA patron for 2006, please consider sending 
your donation now. Check the Web site or with Peggy Kenney for details, 
(513) 661-4359.

Next year’s conference will be at Beachwood Holiday Inn near Cleveland. It 
will be the year 007, so the theme will be a thriller! Hope you can join us for 
a great weekend of theater, education and camaraderie.

OCTA Conference Keeps 
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