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The Footlighters ended the season on a stunning note with the heart-
warming musical, "The Secret Garden."

All of us who worked on "The Secret Garden" are immensely proud of the 
show. It was great to work with such a wonderfully talented cast and crew 
whose dedication was obvious from the beginning. Oh, and we even made a 
few dollars.

Our audiences had nothing but praise for the quality of the performers, the 
beauty of the set and lighting, the welcome they received by the house staff, 
the wonderful floral photography of our guest artist displayed in our art gallery 
— and even how much they liked the new lobby location of our Box Office.

We can all relive the "Secret Garden" experience this fall when the show is 
featured in Cincinnati Magazine. 
Kathy Doane, senior editor at the 
magazine, is writing an article about 
a l l  the  work i t  takes  to  get  a  
community-theater show like this 
one up and ready to go on stage. 
She and her photographer were with 
u s  o n  n u m e r o u s  o c c a s i o n s  
documenting the creation of a fine 
piece of theater. She interviewed 
actors, directors, producers, crew, 
orchestra members, Board members, 
etc. They photographed the set being 
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  w a t c h e d  a n d  
photographed some rehearsals, and 
attended several performances. We 
are honored to have Cincinnati 
Magazine shinning the spotlight on 
our theater.

Th i s  s how  wou ld  no t  have  
happened without Dennis Murphy’s extraordinary vision as director, set 
designer and set-décor designer. He also created the choreography and did 
much of the final set painting. 

The music was expertly directed by Linda Abbott, leading the terrific 
orchestra who played the complicated score with great aplomb.

The staff and crew worked exceedingly hard to make sure audiences couldn’t 
detect the many technical snafus we overcame to get this show open. For 
example, on the Monday before opening, the light board crashed. It took long 
nights working with a rented replacement board to get  the 200-plus lighting 
cues re-entered. 

Set work was finished at the last minute, complicated backstage scene 
changes were quickly choreographed and learned, and the backstage crew and 
stage manager adapted to working with borrowed headsets.

We were extremely fortunate to have so many dedicated crew members to 
run this show smoothly. Particular thanks go to Stage Manager Janet Wisner, 
and her assistant backstage, Chris Wolff; and our lighting designers, Beth 
Boland and Caryl Hefley; plus the wonderful running crews working with them. 
Several new crew people joined us backstage, and we’ll be happy to have them 
back for other shows. Somehow, we managed not to scare them off.
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Congratulations and Happy Parenthood 

to former Footlighters Terri and 

Michael Weisser on the June 7 birth 

of their  son,  Benjamin Michael  (6 

pounds, 14 ounces and 18” inches long). 

Congratulations, too, to Gary and 

Judy Wettengel who are celebrated 

their 40th wedding anniversary this 

August (and an extra high-five to Judy 

for winning the Split-the-Pot Raffle at 

the ACT convention!) 

S tanz i  Dav i s  i s  appea r ing  in  

Mariemont Players’ summer production, 

"Honk," July 7-23. 

Congrats to Footlighters who won OCTA 

awards for their excerpt performance of 

“Urinetown …the Musical" with The 

Showbiz Players:

•	Gary Rogers —Excellence in Acting 

as Officer Lockstock 

•	 Ken Goldhoff — Excellence in 

Performance as Hot Blades Harry

•	 Zachary Huffman — Excellence 

in Vocal Performance as �

Bobby Strong

Footlighters, let The Libretto 

know when you are in a show 

or have news to share.

Send informat ion to  Chr i s  

Wolff: cwolff99@yahoo.com or 

(513) 521-8838.

Did you ever want to know the magic 
behind a fabulous lighting design, how to 
choose the r ight  color gels  for  an 
incredible special effect … and just what 
is the difference between a fresnel and a 
leiko?

Or, did you wonder about how to build 
a safe second story onto your set? Or, 
how to keep the walls from shaking when 
an  ac to r  s l ams  a  door,  o r  how to  
successfully mask the backstage area 
from the audience or pick a wall color 
that doesn’t clash with lighting or 
costumes? 

Well, we have the answers for you.
On July 28, 29, and 30, Footlighters 

w i l l  hos t  i t s  f i r s t  Tech  Workshop  
Weekend. Come join some of the best 
theatrical designers in the area for a 
weekend of great learning experiences — 
and fun and food. Held at the Stained 
Glass Theatre, the workshop is designed 
to increase your knowledge in such areas 
as set design, lighting design, set décor, 
costume design, sound design, producing, 

backstage management, Web design, 
newsletter design, etc. 

Don’t miss this terrific opportunity to 
pick the brains of the best the Tristate 
community-theater scene has to offer.

We could use a few more workshop 
leaders, so if you have knowledge you 
would like to share with your colleagues 
in any technical-theater area, we’d love 
to hear from you.

Registration for the workshop is $50 
per person, which includes activities 
Friday through Sunday with several 
meals included plus a guided tour of the 
theater building with discussion of the 
pros and cons of owning your own 
facility. (Let us tell you all about the 
Great Basement Flood of 2005.)

Registration deadline is 
July 15.

For a registration form, or to work as a 
workshop leader, or to volunteer for the 
committee organizing the weekend, 
please contact Lynne Aronson, (513) 624-
8665, or e-mail, mlaronson@aol.com. 

By Lynne Aronson, Co-ProducerD e a r  M e m b e r s  a n d  
Friends of Footlighters,

I  h o p e  e v e r y o n e  i s  
enjoying the summer! 

We just completed a successful run of our 
spring musical, "The Secret Garden." And, 
we gave an excellent excerpt performance of 
our winter show, "Love, Sex & The IRS," at 
the Ohio Community Theater Association’s 
2006 Southwest Regional OCTAFest and the 
Association of Community Theatres ACT-
Cincinnati’s convention, held together on 
June 24. Footlighters brought home several 
ACT Orchid awards this year, and I’d like to 
thank everyone who helped make this season 
a successful one for us.

Our 2006-2007 season brochure has just 
come back from the printer, and a huge 
thank you goes out to Gary Rogers for 
designing the artwork!  This brochure will be 
going out in the mail shortly. But if you don’t 
want to wait, don’t worry, because tickets are 
available right now. You can order them by 
calling (513) 474-8711.

Speaking of next year’s season, if you decide 
that you are interested in getting involved 
with Footlighters either on stage or behind-
the-scenes, just give us a call at (859) 291-
7464.

In closing, I’d like to take a moment to thank 
my fellow members of the Footlighters’ Board 
of Trustees for working very hard to get so 
much accomplished behind the scenes this 
year.  It wouldn’t be possible without all of 
your efforts, and it has been wonderful to 
serve as President again this year.

Take care, and I look forward to seeing all of 
you August 12 at the upcoming summer 
membership party!

Sincerely, 

John Langley �
President �
Footlighters’ Board of Trustees

Workshop Offers Lessons In
Technical Theater 

Gary Wettengel, one of Footlighters’ 
longest and dearest members, and our 
ticket manager, suffered a heart attack 
on May 20, the final Saturday of "The 
Secret Garden."

Thankfully, if you see Gary now, you 
wouldn’t know anything had happened  
—  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  h a r d w a r e  n o w  
implanted in his chest, a combination 

pacemaker/defibrillator. (Ask him, he’ll 
show it to you!)

Gary had just finished his ticketing 
cho r e s ,  and  the  show had  begun  
upstairs  when he col lapsed in the 
lobby. Luckily, he was not alone. Ron 
Houck and Jim Osborn rushed to his 
a i d  a n d  p e r f o r m e d  C P R ,  w i t h  
instructions relayed by Lynne Aronson 

who was on the telephone with the 911 
opera tor.  The  Emergency Medica l  
Technicians worked on Gary, too, until 
he was breathing again and stable 
enough for transport to the hospital. 

As a result of this terrifying event, 
the Board is considering purchasing a 
Defibrillator for the theater and asking 
Board members to take CPR classes.

Come join your fellow Footlighters for 
the annual summer membership party on 
Saturday, August 12, for a good 
meal, good times and the election of a few 
(good) Board members.

The event will be held at Gary Wettengel’s 
spacious estate in Anderson Township, with 
room for volleyball and corn hole games. A 
Split-the-Pot raffle will replace the white 
elephant sale as a Footlighters’ fundraiser.

A fried-chicken picnic will be served at 6 
p.m., provided at no charge courtesy of 
Footlighters, which also will provide soft 
drinks, beer and wine. Board members will 
bring tasty appetizers to share.

Party-goers are asked to bring: Desserts 
(last names starting with A-J); or side dishes 
or salads (last names starting with K-Z).

The Board elections will take place at 5 
p.m. All Footlighters who have paid their 

2006-07 dues are eligible to vote in the 
elections; dues may be paid at the party 
($15 for a single membership; $25 for 
family membership.)

Five people are ending their terms on 
the Footlighters Board of Trustees:  Lynne 
Aronson, Cathy Lutts, Jim Racster, Janet 
Wisner, Christine Wolff. 

Three new people will be elected to 
three-year terms (plus one non-voting 
al ternate)  to replace the out-going 
members, as the Board continues its plan 
to shrink the Board to nine members. The 
slate of people running for the open Board 
positions was not complete at press time. 
It will be available prior to the party on 
our Web site (www.footlighters.org). 

Family members are welcome at the 
party. Please let us know if you are 
coming so we have an accurate count for 
food:  Call Jim Racster, (513) 251-0496. 

Footlighters’ 05-06 Season Earns Awards 

Summer Party

A season that begin in the South 
Pacific, looked at the IRS’ funny side and 
e nd ed  i n  an  Eng l i s h  g a r d en  wa s  
recognized for excellence at the June 24 
ACT Convention.

The Footlighters troupe took home 27 
awards for excellence in several areas. 
Our fall musical, "South Pacific" received 
10 awards, with the winter show, "Love, 
Sex & the IRS" earning 11 awards and 
our spring musical, "The Secret Garden" 
taking home six awards. A total of 329 
Orchid awards from ACT-Cincinnati 
(Association of Community Theatres of 
Greater Cincinnati)  were presented this 
year to 60 local community theater 
groups.

Twelve troupes also competed with 30-
minute excerpts of shows selected from 
their seasons at the 2006 Southwest 
Regional  OCTAfest ,  held the same 

weekend (Ohio Community Theater 
Association).

Footlighters performed a hilarious 
excerpt from "Love, Sex & the IRS." 
Cathy Lutts earned an OCTA Merit in 
Acting award for her excerpt performance 
as Vivian, the confused mom.

Here are Footlighters’ ACT Orchid 
Awards for 2005-06:

“South Pacific" 
(24 nominations, 10 awards)
Excellence in Acting — Jan Canada 
Fritsch (Bloody Mary), David Shough 
(Emile De Becque), Gary Rogers (Cmdr. 
Harbison) and Bill Geraghty (Luther 
Billis)
Excellence in Vocal Performance — Julie 
Woffington (Nellie), Jan Canada Fritsch 
(Bloody Mary) and John Langley 
(Cable)
Excel lence in Vocal  Direct ion — 
Michael Sullivan
Excellence in Set Design — Syd Spate
Excellence in Ensemble — Joel Lind, 
Tony Wright, Bob Penny, Alben
Williams, George Fee, Ray Smith, 
Kevin Smith, Gary Wettengel, Mark 
Barth and Jeffrey Grooms 

“Love, Sex & the IRS"
(23 nominations, 11 awards)
Excel lence in Act ing — Eric Day 
(Leslie), Brian Richardson (the IRS 
man), Cathy Lutts (Vivian) and Jon 
Vater (Mr. Jansen)
Excellence in Ensemble — The Cast
Excellence in Direction — Robert 
Weidle
Excellence in Producing — Peggy 
Kenny,  Ca thy  Lu t t s  and  Sh i r l ey  
Williams
Excellence in Set Décor — Tom Murphy, 

Judy Murphy, Paula King and Gary 
Wettengel 
Excellence in Set Design — Dennis 
Murphy
Excellence in Sound Design — Patrick 
Flerlage
Excellence in Costumes — Jill Herszner

“The Secret Garden"
(25 nominations, 6 awards)
Excellence in Acting — Megan Osborn 
(Martha), Jesse Draud (Dickon) and 
Henry Valasco (Dr. Craven)
Excellence in Vocal Performance — 
Emeline Thomsen (Lily)
Excellence in Chorus — The Chorus
Excellence in Costumes — Joy Galbraith, 
Issac Turner and the Costume Gallery

Summer Picnic Party
Date:  Saturday, August 12

Time:  3 p.m.  —  9 p.m. �
(Elections 5 p.m.; dinner 6 p.m.)

Location:  2517 Eight Mile Road, 
Anderson Township

Gary Wettengel’s Home, 474-0062

Footlighters will hold auditions 
for the fall show, "Seussical, The 
Musical" starting July 15 at the 
Stained Glass Theatre.

T h i s  s h o w,  s e t  a r o u n d  t h e  
characters in the children’s books by 
Dr. Seuss, is directed by Gary Rogers 
and runs October  5-22,  2006.  
Rehearsals begin in late July.

People auditioning are asked to 
prepare a song. An accompanist will 
be provided. Some dance movement 
also will be required.

Cast includes:
• 13 leading adults, ages 16 and 

up (8 male, 5 female)
• The Cat in the Hat (male or 

female)
• Chorus of 8-10 adults playing 

multiple roles
• 1 child lead, age 10-12 (male)
• Possibly additional children’s 

chorus, 4-10 supporting roles 
(including non-speaking roles),  
ages 6-15

Children’s auditions are Saturday, 
July 15, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Adult 
auditions are Saturday, July15, from 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m., Monday, July 17, 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Tuesday, 
July 18, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Callbacks will be Thursday, July 
20, at 7 p.m., if necessary. Call 
Sharon Shelton, (513) 265-8314, 
with questions. 

“Secret Garden" Wowed 
Audiences With Songs, 
Lights, Set 

Auditions Scheduled

continued from page 1

continued on page 3, see “Summer Party”

A scene from the OCTAfest excerpt fro “Love, Sex, and 
the IRS”.  Pictured on the sofa:  Brian Richardson as 
the IRS man, Cathy Lutts as Vivian, and Jim Curtis 
as Jon.  On the ledge is Eric Day as Leslie.

Mary (Blake Selnick) talking to her Uncle Archie 
(David Shough) with Dr. Neville Craven (Henry 
Velasco) in the background
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The Footlighters ended the season on a stunning note with the heart-
warming musical, "The Secret Garden."

All of us who worked on "The Secret Garden" are immensely proud of the 
show. It was great to work with such a wonderfully talented cast and crew 
whose dedication was obvious from the beginning. Oh, and we even made a 
few dollars.

Our audiences had nothing but praise for the quality of the performers, the 
beauty of the set and lighting, the welcome they received by the house staff, 
the wonderful floral photography of our guest artist displayed in our art gallery 
— and even how much they liked the new lobby location of our Box Office.

We can all relive the "Secret Garden" experience this fall when the show is 
featured in Cincinnati Magazine. 
Kathy Doane, senior editor at the 
magazine, is writing an article about 
a l l  the  work i t  takes  to  get  a  
community-theater show like this 
one up and ready to go on stage. 
She and her photographer were with 
u s  o n  n u m e r o u s  o c c a s i o n s  
documenting the creation of a fine 
piece of theater. She interviewed 
actors, directors, producers, crew, 
orchestra members, Board members, 
etc. They photographed the set being 
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  w a t c h e d  a n d  
photographed some rehearsals, and 
attended several performances. We 
are honored to have Cincinnati 
Magazine shinning the spotlight on 
our theater.

Th i s  s how  wou ld  no t  have  
happened without Dennis Murphy’s extraordinary vision as director, set 
designer and set-décor designer. He also created the choreography and did 
much of the final set painting. 

The music was expertly directed by Linda Abbott, leading the terrific 
orchestra who played the complicated score with great aplomb.

The staff and crew worked exceedingly hard to make sure audiences couldn’t 
detect the many technical snafus we overcame to get this show open. For 
example, on the Monday before opening, the light board crashed. It took long 
nights working with a rented replacement board to get  the 200-plus lighting 
cues re-entered. 

Set work was finished at the last minute, complicated backstage scene 
changes were quickly choreographed and learned, and the backstage crew and 
stage manager adapted to working with borrowed headsets.

We were extremely fortunate to have so many dedicated crew members to 
run this show smoothly. Particular thanks go to Stage Manager Janet Wisner, 
and her assistant backstage, Chris Wolff; and our lighting designers, Beth 
Boland and Caryl Hefley; plus the wonderful running crews working with them. 
Several new crew people joined us backstage, and we’ll be happy to have them 
back for other shows. Somehow, we managed not to scare them off.
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Layout: Tim Binzer

Contributors: Lynne Aronson, 

John Langley, Peggy Kenney, �

Jim Racster

Linda Abbott , Lynne Aronson, �

Don Haas, Mary Haas, Caryl Hefley, 

Ron Houck, Freida Houck, John 

Langley, Cathy Lutts, Dean Rettig, �

Paul Strabley, Jim Racster, �

Gary Wettengel, Janet Wisner, �

Christine Wolff, Robert Weidle 

(alternate)

Congratulations and Happy Parenthood 

to former Footlighters Terri and 

Michael Weisser on the June 7 birth 

of their  son,  Benjamin Michael  (6 

pounds, 14 ounces and 18” inches long). 

Congratulations, too, to Gary and 

Judy Wettengel who are celebrated 

their 40th wedding anniversary this 

August (and an extra high-five to Judy 

for winning the Split-the-Pot Raffle at 

the ACT convention!) 

S tanz i  Dav i s  i s  appea r ing  in  

Mariemont Players’ summer production, 

"Honk," July 7-23. 

Congrats to Footlighters who won OCTA 

awards for their excerpt performance of 

“Urinetown …the Musical" with The 

Showbiz Players:

•	Gary Rogers —Excellence in Acting 

as Officer Lockstock 

•	 Ken Goldhoff — Excellence in 

Performance as Hot Blades Harry

•	 Zachary Huffman — Excellence 

in Vocal Performance as �

Bobby Strong

Footlighters, let The Libretto 

know when you are in a show 

or have news to share.

Send informat ion to  Chr i s  

Wolff: cwolff99@yahoo.com or 

(513) 521-8838.

Did you ever want to know the magic 
behind a fabulous lighting design, how to 
choose the r ight  color gels  for  an 
incredible special effect … and just what 
is the difference between a fresnel and a 
leiko?

Or, did you wonder about how to build 
a safe second story onto your set? Or, 
how to keep the walls from shaking when 
an  ac to r  s l ams  a  door,  o r  how to  
successfully mask the backstage area 
from the audience or pick a wall color 
that doesn’t clash with lighting or 
costumes? 

Well, we have the answers for you.
On July 28, 29, and 30, Footlighters 

w i l l  hos t  i t s  f i r s t  Tech  Workshop  
Weekend. Come join some of the best 
theatrical designers in the area for a 
weekend of great learning experiences — 
and fun and food. Held at the Stained 
Glass Theatre, the workshop is designed 
to increase your knowledge in such areas 
as set design, lighting design, set décor, 
costume design, sound design, producing, 

backstage management, Web design, 
newsletter design, etc. 

Don’t miss this terrific opportunity to 
pick the brains of the best the Tristate 
community-theater scene has to offer.

We could use a few more workshop 
leaders, so if you have knowledge you 
would like to share with your colleagues 
in any technical-theater area, we’d love 
to hear from you.

Registration for the workshop is $50 
per person, which includes activities 
Friday through Sunday with several 
meals included plus a guided tour of the 
theater building with discussion of the 
pros and cons of owning your own 
facility. (Let us tell you all about the 
Great Basement Flood of 2005.)

Registration deadline is 
July 15.

For a registration form, or to work as a 
workshop leader, or to volunteer for the 
committee organizing the weekend, 
please contact Lynne Aronson, (513) 624-
8665, or e-mail, mlaronson@aol.com. 

By Lynne Aronson, Co-ProducerD e a r  M e m b e r s  a n d  
Friends of Footlighters,

I  h o p e  e v e r y o n e  i s  
enjoying the summer! 

We just completed a successful run of our 
spring musical, "The Secret Garden." And, 
we gave an excellent excerpt performance of 
our winter show, "Love, Sex & The IRS," at 
the Ohio Community Theater Association’s 
2006 Southwest Regional OCTAFest and the 
Association of Community Theatres ACT-
Cincinnati’s convention, held together on 
June 24. Footlighters brought home several 
ACT Orchid awards this year, and I’d like to 
thank everyone who helped make this season 
a successful one for us.

Our 2006-2007 season brochure has just 
come back from the printer, and a huge 
thank you goes out to Gary Rogers for 
designing the artwork!  This brochure will be 
going out in the mail shortly. But if you don’t 
want to wait, don’t worry, because tickets are 
available right now. You can order them by 
calling (513) 474-8711.

Speaking of next year’s season, if you decide 
that you are interested in getting involved 
with Footlighters either on stage or behind-
the-scenes, just give us a call at (859) 291-
7464.

In closing, I’d like to take a moment to thank 
my fellow members of the Footlighters’ Board 
of Trustees for working very hard to get so 
much accomplished behind the scenes this 
year.  It wouldn’t be possible without all of 
your efforts, and it has been wonderful to 
serve as President again this year.

Take care, and I look forward to seeing all of 
you August 12 at the upcoming summer 
membership party!

Sincerely, 

John Langley �
President �
Footlighters’ Board of Trustees

Workshop Offers Lessons In
Technical Theater 

Gary Wettengel, one of Footlighters’ 
longest and dearest members, and our 
ticket manager, suffered a heart attack 
on May 20, the final Saturday of "The 
Secret Garden."

Thankfully, if you see Gary now, you 
wouldn’t know anything had happened  
—  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  h a r d w a r e  n o w  
implanted in his chest, a combination 

pacemaker/defibrillator. (Ask him, he’ll 
show it to you!)

Gary had just finished his ticketing 
cho r e s ,  and  the  show had  begun  
upstairs  when he col lapsed in the 
lobby. Luckily, he was not alone. Ron 
Houck and Jim Osborn rushed to his 
a i d  a n d  p e r f o r m e d  C P R ,  w i t h  
instructions relayed by Lynne Aronson 

who was on the telephone with the 911 
opera tor.  The  Emergency Medica l  
Technicians worked on Gary, too, until 
he was breathing again and stable 
enough for transport to the hospital. 

As a result of this terrifying event, 
the Board is considering purchasing a 
Defibrillator for the theater and asking 
Board members to take CPR classes.

Come join your fellow Footlighters for 
the annual summer membership party on 
Saturday, August 12, for a good 
meal, good times and the election of a few 
(good) Board members.

The event will be held at Gary Wettengel’s 
spacious estate in Anderson Township, with 
room for volleyball and corn hole games. A 
Split-the-Pot raffle will replace the white 
elephant sale as a Footlighters’ fundraiser.

A fried-chicken picnic will be served at 6 
p.m., provided at no charge courtesy of 
Footlighters, which also will provide soft 
drinks, beer and wine. Board members will 
bring tasty appetizers to share.

Party-goers are asked to bring: Desserts 
(last names starting with A-J); or side dishes 
or salads (last names starting with K-Z).

The Board elections will take place at 5 
p.m. All Footlighters who have paid their 

2006-07 dues are eligible to vote in the 
elections; dues may be paid at the party 
($15 for a single membership; $25 for 
family membership.)

Five people are ending their terms on 
the Footlighters Board of Trustees:  Lynne 
Aronson, Cathy Lutts, Jim Racster, Janet 
Wisner, Christine Wolff. 

Three new people will be elected to 
three-year terms (plus one non-voting 
al ternate)  to replace the out-going 
members, as the Board continues its plan 
to shrink the Board to nine members. The 
slate of people running for the open Board 
positions was not complete at press time. 
It will be available prior to the party on 
our Web site (www.footlighters.org). 

Family members are welcome at the 
party. Please let us know if you are 
coming so we have an accurate count for 
food:  Call Jim Racster, (513) 251-0496. 

Footlighters’ 05-06 Season Earns Awards 

Summer Party

A season that begin in the South 
Pacific, looked at the IRS’ funny side and 
e nd ed  i n  an  Eng l i s h  g a r d en  wa s  
recognized for excellence at the June 24 
ACT Convention.

The Footlighters troupe took home 27 
awards for excellence in several areas. 
Our fall musical, "South Pacific" received 
10 awards, with the winter show, "Love, 
Sex & the IRS" earning 11 awards and 
our spring musical, "The Secret Garden" 
taking home six awards. A total of 329 
Orchid awards from ACT-Cincinnati 
(Association of Community Theatres of 
Greater Cincinnati)  were presented this 
year to 60 local community theater 
groups.

Twelve troupes also competed with 30-
minute excerpts of shows selected from 
their seasons at the 2006 Southwest 
Regional  OCTAfest ,  held the same 

weekend (Ohio Community Theater 
Association).

Footlighters performed a hilarious 
excerpt from "Love, Sex & the IRS." 
Cathy Lutts earned an OCTA Merit in 
Acting award for her excerpt performance 
as Vivian, the confused mom.

Here are Footlighters’ ACT Orchid 
Awards for 2005-06:

“South Pacific" 
(24 nominations, 10 awards)
Excellence in Acting — Jan Canada 
Fritsch (Bloody Mary), David Shough 
(Emile De Becque), Gary Rogers (Cmdr. 
Harbison) and Bill Geraghty (Luther 
Billis)
Excellence in Vocal Performance — Julie 
Woffington (Nellie), Jan Canada Fritsch 
(Bloody Mary) and John Langley 
(Cable)
Excel lence in Vocal  Direct ion — 
Michael Sullivan
Excellence in Set Design — Syd Spate
Excellence in Ensemble — Joel Lind, 
Tony Wright, Bob Penny, Alben
Williams, George Fee, Ray Smith, 
Kevin Smith, Gary Wettengel, Mark 
Barth and Jeffrey Grooms 

“Love, Sex & the IRS"
(23 nominations, 11 awards)
Excel lence in Act ing — Eric Day 
(Leslie), Brian Richardson (the IRS 
man), Cathy Lutts (Vivian) and Jon 
Vater (Mr. Jansen)
Excellence in Ensemble — The Cast
Excellence in Direction — Robert 
Weidle
Excellence in Producing — Peggy 
Kenny,  Ca thy  Lu t t s  and  Sh i r l ey  
Williams
Excellence in Set Décor — Tom Murphy, 

Judy Murphy, Paula King and Gary 
Wettengel 
Excellence in Set Design — Dennis 
Murphy
Excellence in Sound Design — Patrick 
Flerlage
Excellence in Costumes — Jill Herszner

“The Secret Garden"
(25 nominations, 6 awards)
Excellence in Acting — Megan Osborn 
(Martha), Jesse Draud (Dickon) and 
Henry Valasco (Dr. Craven)
Excellence in Vocal Performance — 
Emeline Thomsen (Lily)
Excellence in Chorus — The Chorus
Excellence in Costumes — Joy Galbraith, 
Issac Turner and the Costume Gallery

Summer Picnic Party
Date:  Saturday, August 12

Time:  3 p.m.  —  9 p.m. �
(Elections 5 p.m.; dinner 6 p.m.)

Location:  2517 Eight Mile Road, 
Anderson Township

Gary Wettengel’s Home, 474-0062

Footlighters will hold auditions 
for the fall show, "Seussical, The 
Musical" starting July 15 at the 
Stained Glass Theatre.

T h i s  s h o w,  s e t  a r o u n d  t h e  
characters in the children’s books by 
Dr. Seuss, is directed by Gary Rogers 
and runs October  5-22,  2006.  
Rehearsals begin in late July.

People auditioning are asked to 
prepare a song. An accompanist will 
be provided. Some dance movement 
also will be required.

Cast includes:
• 13 leading adults, ages 16 and 

up (8 male, 5 female)
• The Cat in the Hat (male or 

female)
• Chorus of 8-10 adults playing 

multiple roles
• 1 child lead, age 10-12 (male)
• Possibly additional children’s 

chorus, 4-10 supporting roles 
(including non-speaking roles),  
ages 6-15

Children’s auditions are Saturday, 
July 15, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Adult 
auditions are Saturday, July15, from 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m., Monday, July 17, 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Tuesday, 
July 18, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Callbacks will be Thursday, July 
20, at 7 p.m., if necessary. Call 
Sharon Shelton, (513) 265-8314, 
with questions. 

“Secret Garden" Wowed 
Audiences With Songs, 
Lights, Set 

Auditions Scheduled

continued from page 1

continued on page 3, see “Summer Party”

A scene from the OCTAfest excerpt fro “Love, Sex, and 
the IRS”.  Pictured on the sofa:  Brian Richardson as 
the IRS man, Cathy Lutts as Vivian, and Jim Curtis 
as Jon.  On the ledge is Eric Day as Leslie.

Mary (Blake Selnick) talking to her Uncle Archie 
(David Shough) with Dr. Neville Craven (Henry 
Velasco) in the background
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The Footlighters ended the season on a stunning note with the heart-
warming musical, "The Secret Garden."

All of us who worked on "The Secret Garden" are immensely proud of the 
show. It was great to work with such a wonderfully talented cast and crew 
whose dedication was obvious from the beginning. Oh, and we even made a 
few dollars.

Our audiences had nothing but praise for the quality of the performers, the 
beauty of the set and lighting, the welcome they received by the house staff, 
the wonderful floral photography of our guest artist displayed in our art gallery 
— and even how much they liked the new lobby location of our Box Office.

We can all relive the "Secret Garden" experience this fall when the show is 
featured in Cincinnati Magazine. 
Kathy Doane, senior editor at the 
magazine, is writing an article about 
a l l  the  work i t  takes  to  get  a  
community-theater show like this 
one up and ready to go on stage. 
She and her photographer were with 
u s  o n  n u m e r o u s  o c c a s i o n s  
documenting the creation of a fine 
piece of theater. She interviewed 
actors, directors, producers, crew, 
orchestra members, Board members, 
etc. They photographed the set being 
c o n s t r u c t e d ,  w a t c h e d  a n d  
photographed some rehearsals, and 
attended several performances. We 
are honored to have Cincinnati 
Magazine shinning the spotlight on 
our theater.

Th i s  s how  wou ld  no t  have  
happened without Dennis Murphy’s extraordinary vision as director, set 
designer and set-décor designer. He also created the choreography and did 
much of the final set painting. 

The music was expertly directed by Linda Abbott, leading the terrific 
orchestra who played the complicated score with great aplomb.

The staff and crew worked exceedingly hard to make sure audiences couldn’t 
detect the many technical snafus we overcame to get this show open. For 
example, on the Monday before opening, the light board crashed. It took long 
nights working with a rented replacement board to get  the 200-plus lighting 
cues re-entered. 

Set work was finished at the last minute, complicated backstage scene 
changes were quickly choreographed and learned, and the backstage crew and 
stage manager adapted to working with borrowed headsets.

We were extremely fortunate to have so many dedicated crew members to 
run this show smoothly. Particular thanks go to Stage Manager Janet Wisner, 
and her assistant backstage, Chris Wolff; and our lighting designers, Beth 
Boland and Caryl Hefley; plus the wonderful running crews working with them. 
Several new crew people joined us backstage, and we’ll be happy to have them 
back for other shows. Somehow, we managed not to scare them off.
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Ron Houck, Freida Houck, John 
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Paul Strabley, Jim Racster, �
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Christine Wolff, Robert Weidle 
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Congratulations and Happy Parenthood 

to former Footlighters Terri and 

Michael Weisser on the June 7 birth 

of their  son,  Benjamin Michael  (6 

pounds, 14 ounces and 18” inches long). 

Congratulations, too, to Gary and 

Judy Wettengel who are celebrated 

their 40th wedding anniversary this 

August (and an extra high-five to Judy 

for winning the Split-the-Pot Raffle at 

the ACT convention!) 

S tanz i  Dav i s  i s  appea r ing  in  

Mariemont Players’ summer production, 

"Honk," July 7-23. 

Congrats to Footlighters who won OCTA 

awards for their excerpt performance of 

“Urinetown …the Musical" with The 

Showbiz Players:

•	Gary Rogers —Excellence in Acting 

as Officer Lockstock 

•	 Ken Goldhoff — Excellence in 

Performance as Hot Blades Harry

•	 Zachary Huffman — Excellence 

in Vocal Performance as �

Bobby Strong

Footlighters, let The Libretto 

know when you are in a show 

or have news to share.

Send informat ion to  Chr i s  

Wolff: cwolff99@yahoo.com or 

(513) 521-8838.

Did you ever want to know the magic 
behind a fabulous lighting design, how to 
choose the r ight  color gels  for  an 
incredible special effect … and just what 
is the difference between a fresnel and a 
leiko?

Or, did you wonder about how to build 
a safe second story onto your set? Or, 
how to keep the walls from shaking when 
an  ac to r  s l ams  a  door,  o r  how to  
successfully mask the backstage area 
from the audience or pick a wall color 
that doesn’t clash with lighting or 
costumes? 

Well, we have the answers for you.
On July 28, 29, and 30, Footlighters 

w i l l  hos t  i t s  f i r s t  Tech  Workshop  
Weekend. Come join some of the best 
theatrical designers in the area for a 
weekend of great learning experiences — 
and fun and food. Held at the Stained 
Glass Theatre, the workshop is designed 
to increase your knowledge in such areas 
as set design, lighting design, set décor, 
costume design, sound design, producing, 

backstage management, Web design, 
newsletter design, etc. 

Don’t miss this terrific opportunity to 
pick the brains of the best the Tristate 
community-theater scene has to offer.

We could use a few more workshop 
leaders, so if you have knowledge you 
would like to share with your colleagues 
in any technical-theater area, we’d love 
to hear from you.

Registration for the workshop is $50 
per person, which includes activities 
Friday through Sunday with several 
meals included plus a guided tour of the 
theater building with discussion of the 
pros and cons of owning your own 
facility. (Let us tell you all about the 
Great Basement Flood of 2005.)

Registration deadline is 
July 15.

For a registration form, or to work as a 
workshop leader, or to volunteer for the 
committee organizing the weekend, 
please contact Lynne Aronson, (513) 624-
8665, or e-mail, mlaronson@aol.com. 

By Lynne Aronson, Co-ProducerD e a r  M e m b e r s  a n d  
Friends of Footlighters,

I  h o p e  e v e r y o n e  i s  
enjoying the summer! 

We just completed a successful run of our 
spring musical, "The Secret Garden." And, 
we gave an excellent excerpt performance of 
our winter show, "Love, Sex & The IRS," at 
the Ohio Community Theater Association’s 
2006 Southwest Regional OCTAFest and the 
Association of Community Theatres ACT-
Cincinnati’s convention, held together on 
June 24. Footlighters brought home several 
ACT Orchid awards this year, and I’d like to 
thank everyone who helped make this season 
a successful one for us.

Our 2006-2007 season brochure has just 
come back from the printer, and a huge 
thank you goes out to Gary Rogers for 
designing the artwork!  This brochure will be 
going out in the mail shortly. But if you don’t 
want to wait, don’t worry, because tickets are 
available right now. You can order them by 
calling (513) 474-8711.

Speaking of next year’s season, if you decide 
that you are interested in getting involved 
with Footlighters either on stage or behind-
the-scenes, just give us a call at (859) 291-
7464.

In closing, I’d like to take a moment to thank 
my fellow members of the Footlighters’ Board 
of Trustees for working very hard to get so 
much accomplished behind the scenes this 
year.  It wouldn’t be possible without all of 
your efforts, and it has been wonderful to 
serve as President again this year.

Take care, and I look forward to seeing all of 
you August 12 at the upcoming summer 
membership party!

Sincerely, 

John Langley �
President �
Footlighters’ Board of Trustees

Workshop Offers Lessons In
Technical Theater 

Gary Wettengel, one of Footlighters’ 
longest and dearest members, and our 
ticket manager, suffered a heart attack 
on May 20, the final Saturday of "The 
Secret Garden."

Thankfully, if you see Gary now, you 
wouldn’t know anything had happened  
—  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  h a r d w a r e  n o w  
implanted in his chest, a combination 

pacemaker/defibrillator. (Ask him, he’ll 
show it to you!)

Gary had just finished his ticketing 
cho r e s ,  and  the  show had  begun  
upstairs  when he col lapsed in the 
lobby. Luckily, he was not alone. Ron 
Houck and Jim Osborn rushed to his 
a i d  a n d  p e r f o r m e d  C P R ,  w i t h  
instructions relayed by Lynne Aronson 

who was on the telephone with the 911 
opera tor.  The  Emergency Medica l  
Technicians worked on Gary, too, until 
he was breathing again and stable 
enough for transport to the hospital. 

As a result of this terrifying event, 
the Board is considering purchasing a 
Defibrillator for the theater and asking 
Board members to take CPR classes.

Come join your fellow Footlighters for 
the annual summer membership party on 
Saturday, August 12, for a good 
meal, good times and the election of a few 
(good) Board members.

The event will be held at Gary Wettengel’s 
spacious estate in Anderson Township, with 
room for volleyball and corn hole games. A 
Split-the-Pot raffle will replace the white 
elephant sale as a Footlighters’ fundraiser.

A fried-chicken picnic will be served at 6 
p.m., provided at no charge courtesy of 
Footlighters, which also will provide soft 
drinks, beer and wine. Board members will 
bring tasty appetizers to share.

Party-goers are asked to bring: Desserts 
(last names starting with A-J); or side dishes 
or salads (last names starting with K-Z).

The Board elections will take place at 5 
p.m. All Footlighters who have paid their 

2006-07 dues are eligible to vote in the 
elections; dues may be paid at the party 
($15 for a single membership; $25 for 
family membership.)

Five people are ending their terms on 
the Footlighters Board of Trustees:  Lynne 
Aronson, Cathy Lutts, Jim Racster, Janet 
Wisner, Christine Wolff. 

Three new people will be elected to 
three-year terms (plus one non-voting 
al ternate)  to replace the out-going 
members, as the Board continues its plan 
to shrink the Board to nine members. The 
slate of people running for the open Board 
positions was not complete at press time. 
It will be available prior to the party on 
our Web site (www.footlighters.org). 

Family members are welcome at the 
party. Please let us know if you are 
coming so we have an accurate count for 
food:  Call Jim Racster, (513) 251-0496. 

Footlighters’ 05-06 Season Earns Awards 

Summer Party

A season that begin in the South 
Pacific, looked at the IRS’ funny side and 
e nd ed  i n  an  Eng l i s h  g a r d en  wa s  
recognized for excellence at the June 24 
ACT Convention.

The Footlighters troupe took home 27 
awards for excellence in several areas. 
Our fall musical, "South Pacific" received 
10 awards, with the winter show, "Love, 
Sex & the IRS" earning 11 awards and 
our spring musical, "The Secret Garden" 
taking home six awards. A total of 329 
Orchid awards from ACT-Cincinnati 
(Association of Community Theatres of 
Greater Cincinnati)  were presented this 
year to 60 local community theater 
groups.

Twelve troupes also competed with 30-
minute excerpts of shows selected from 
their seasons at the 2006 Southwest 
Regional  OCTAfest ,  held the same 

weekend (Ohio Community Theater 
Association).

Footlighters performed a hilarious 
excerpt from "Love, Sex & the IRS." 
Cathy Lutts earned an OCTA Merit in 
Acting award for her excerpt performance 
as Vivian, the confused mom.

Here are Footlighters’ ACT Orchid 
Awards for 2005-06:

“South Pacific" 
(24 nominations, 10 awards)
Excellence in Acting — Jan Canada 
Fritsch (Bloody Mary), David Shough 
(Emile De Becque), Gary Rogers (Cmdr. 
Harbison) and Bill Geraghty (Luther 
Billis)
Excellence in Vocal Performance — Julie 
Woffington (Nellie), Jan Canada Fritsch 
(Bloody Mary) and John Langley 
(Cable)
Excel lence in Vocal  Direct ion — 
Michael Sullivan
Excellence in Set Design — Syd Spate
Excellence in Ensemble — Joel Lind, 
Tony Wright, Bob Penny, Alben
Williams, George Fee, Ray Smith, 
Kevin Smith, Gary Wettengel, Mark 
Barth and Jeffrey Grooms 

“Love, Sex & the IRS"
(23 nominations, 11 awards)
Excel lence in Act ing — Eric Day 
(Leslie), Brian Richardson (the IRS 
man), Cathy Lutts (Vivian) and Jon 
Vater (Mr. Jansen)
Excellence in Ensemble — The Cast
Excellence in Direction — Robert 
Weidle
Excellence in Producing — Peggy 
Kenny,  Ca thy  Lu t t s  and  Sh i r l ey  
Williams
Excellence in Set Décor — Tom Murphy, 

Judy Murphy, Paula King and Gary 
Wettengel 
Excellence in Set Design — Dennis 
Murphy
Excellence in Sound Design — Patrick 
Flerlage
Excellence in Costumes — Jill Herszner

“The Secret Garden"
(25 nominations, 6 awards)
Excellence in Acting — Megan Osborn 
(Martha), Jesse Draud (Dickon) and 
Henry Valasco (Dr. Craven)
Excellence in Vocal Performance — 
Emeline Thomsen (Lily)
Excellence in Chorus — The Chorus
Excellence in Costumes — Joy Galbraith, 
Issac Turner and the Costume Gallery

Summer Picnic Party
Date:  Saturday, August 12

Time:  3 p.m.  —  9 p.m. �
(Elections 5 p.m.; dinner 6 p.m.)

Location:  2517 Eight Mile Road, 
Anderson Township

Gary Wettengel’s Home, 474-0062

Footlighters will hold auditions 
for the fall show, "Seussical, The 
Musical" starting July 15 at the 
Stained Glass Theatre.

T h i s  s h o w,  s e t  a r o u n d  t h e  
characters in the children’s books by 
Dr. Seuss, is directed by Gary Rogers 
and runs October  5-22,  2006.  
Rehearsals begin in late July.

People auditioning are asked to 
prepare a song. An accompanist will 
be provided. Some dance movement 
also will be required.

Cast includes:
• 13 leading adults, ages 16 and 

up (8 male, 5 female)
• The Cat in the Hat (male or 

female)
• Chorus of 8-10 adults playing 

multiple roles
• 1 child lead, age 10-12 (male)
• Possibly additional children’s 

chorus, 4-10 supporting roles 
(including non-speaking roles),  
ages 6-15

Children’s auditions are Saturday, 
July 15, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Adult 
auditions are Saturday, July15, from 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m., Monday, July 17, 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Tuesday, 
July 18, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Callbacks will be Thursday, July 
20, at 7 p.m., if necessary. Call 
Sharon Shelton, (513) 265-8314, 
with questions. 

“Secret Garden" Wowed 
Audiences With Songs, 
Lights, Set 

Auditions Scheduled
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continued on page 3, see “Summer Party”

A scene from the OCTAfest excerpt fro “Love, Sex, and 
the IRS”.  Pictured on the sofa:  Brian Richardson as 
the IRS man, Cathy Lutts as Vivian, and Jim Curtis 
as Jon.  On the ledge is Eric Day as Leslie.

Mary (Blake Selnick) talking to her Uncle Archie 
(David Shough) with Dr. Neville Craven (Henry 
Velasco) in the background


