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	 	 	Two workshops will be held this summer to help the team creating 
Footlighters’ new children’s show, "Merry Blah-Blah," hone this 
original musical opening in December.
	 	 	All are welcomed to attend a workshop to add your helpful two-
cents worth about this in-the-works, one-hour holiday musical. Since 
this is an original script, it is desirable to have a chance to "workshop" 
the show for knowledgeable theatre folks. The author (Brian Celce, a 
grad student at the University of Cincinnati), composer (Mark Aronson), 
and director (Lynne Aronson) are losing their objectivity toward the 
show, and they need input from others to help tighten the script. 
			A "cast" is needed for these workshops. If you’ve always wanted the 
opportunity to do some no-pressure acting — no lines, blocking or 
music to learn — this is your chance.
			The workshops will be held at 7 p.m. July 18 and August 15 at the 
Stained Glass Theatre, 802 York St., Newport, Ky.

	 	 	 "Merry Blah-Blah," a story about a woman who hates 
Christmas, runs December 2–11, 2005, on the theatre’s first-
floor lobby stage. Tickets cost $10 for adults and $7 for 
children age 12 and under. Season subscribers have the 
option of buying a four-show season that wil l  include 
"Merry Blah-Blah." 
			Plans also are in the works to "take the show on the road" to 
local schools or church groups looking for a seasonal show.  
			"Merry Blah-Blah" auditions will be held early this Fall. Cast 
requirements: one older woman, one 20ish woman, and a boy 
and girl, ages 9 and 12 respectively. 
	 	 	 People to help put the show together also are needed. 
Although technical requirements will be minimal, a producer 
and a stage manager/technical director are needed. Interested? 
Call Lynne, (513) 624-8665.
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	 	 	 Rehearsals begin in July for Footlighters 
season-opener “South Pacific," the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein beloved classic musical that will 
leave theatergoers humming a familiar tune.
	 	 	 Set construction begins soon on what 
promises to be an intriguing design, complete 
with a working shower and use of the stage’s 
turntable to reveal the set’s four sides. The 
elaborate set was designed by Syd Spate of 
Florida, who also created sets for Footlighters’ 
“Guys and Dolls" and “Oliver."
							Show dates for "South Pacific" are October 
6-23. Season tickets now are on sale. (New 
subscribers get a free Footlighters’ T-shirt.)
				Director Mary Haas said “South Pacific" was her “No. 1 pick" 
of favorite shows she wanted to direct.
	 	 	 "I love the music. The music is so fantastic. When people 
leave, they will be singing songs that they know," she said.
	 	 	 The World War II-era love story with lessons in racial 
tolerance tells the story of an Army nurse who falls in love with 
a French planter and then must face her feelings about his 
Polynesian children. Songs include such familiar tunes as, 
"Wash That Man Right Out of My Hair," "Some Enchanted 
Evening,"  "Younger than Springtime," and "You’ve Got to be 
Carefully Taught."
			The cast is complete, but "we could use a few more sailors," 
Mary said. Producer Freida Houck said the show also is looking 
for people to fill some production jobs, "especially a good scenic 
artist. The set is beautiful and would be an interesting and 
exciting job to work on." 

			Good sailor candidates would be men between 
the ages of 20 and 35 with acting and singing 
experience. Call Freida, (513) 922-6112, if 
interested in joining the show.
			The cast for "South Pacific:" David Shough as 
Emile; Julie Woffington as Nellie; John Langley 
as Cable; Jan Fritsch as Bloody Mary; Bill 
Geraghty as Billis; Joel Lind as Stewpot; John 
Masterson as the Captain; Bob Penney as the 
Professor; Nick McDonough as Jerome; Hailey 
Gadd as the Girl; and Ron Houck as Henri. 
			Cast as sailors: Mark Barth, Jeffrey A. Grooms, 
Ray Smith, Gary Wettengel and Al Williams.

	 	 	Cast as nurses: Laura Buckley, Megan Cornett, Sherry Culp, 
Julie Howard, Jennifer Schroeder and Janette Wischerath.
	 	 	 The production staff: Producers Gary Wettengel and Freida 
Houck; Director Mary Haas; Musical Director Mike Sullivan; 
Choreographers DeeAnn Bryll and Autumn Herron; Set 
Designer Syd Spate; Costume Designer Elaine Michaels; Stage 
Manager Janet Wisner; Backstage Manager Chris Wolff; 
Properties Designer Barb Hoffman; Lighting Designer Mike 
Moorehead; and Master Carpenter Ron Houck.
	 	 	 Also, Audition Accompanist Linda Abbott; House Manager 
Cathy Lutts; Lobby Display Designers Dean and Jenn Rettig; 
Publicity Jay Woffington; Program Cover Designer Gary 
Rogers; Photographer Dean Rettig; and Opening Night Party 
Planner Larry Weber.
	 	 	 The producers are looking for folks to fill the following 
positions:  Sound Designer, Scenic Artist, Make Up Artist, Light 
Board Operator, and Program Editor.
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			A South Seas Luau in 
Kentucky  we lcomes  
F o o t l i g h t e r s ,  t h e i r  
friends and families for 
summertime fun and 
fundraising.
	 	 	 Come join the fun 
f r o m  2 – 8  p . m .  o n  
Sunday, July 31, at the Fort Thomas home of our gracious hosts, 
Don and Mary Haas. It may be the last great party at the Haas’ 
for they plan to sell their beautiful home soon, so come enjoy the 
backyard pool, the incredible view and the Haas’ hospitality 
while you can. The party’s South Seas theme is in honor of 
Footlighters’ upcoming Fall show, "South Pacific," which Mary 
Haas is directing.

	 	 	Wear your "island clothes" and bring a swimsuit and towel, if 
you’d like. There’ll be a white-elephant auction so bring along 
some fanciful junk. Sale proceeds benefit Footlighters.
	 	 	 There will be a catered barbecue dinner served at 5 p.m., 
followed by the big event: The election of new Board members 
during a general membership meeting.
	 	 	 See the story inside for information on who’s running for the 
Board. All Footlighters who have paid their 2005-06 dues may 
vote; dues may be paid at the party. Dues are $15 for a single 
membership and $25 for a family membership.
			Cost for the dinner is $10 per person (includes meat, side dishes, 
dessert, soft drinks, beer and wine; children under age 5 eat free).
			Theatre friends from other troupes are welcome, as well as family and 
non-theatre pals. Please call with reservations so we can get an 
accurate count for food: Peggy Kenney, (513) 661-4359. 

	 	 	 Six people are on the ballot running for three seats on the 
Footlighters’ Board of Directors. 
			Footlighters’ members will vote at the annual Membership Party 
on Sunday, July 31. Three people will be elected to three-year terms 
as voting members of the Board, and one person will be elected to a 
one-year term as a non-voting alternate.  
			Five Board members have finished their terms and will be coming 
off the Board in July:  George Fee, Joel Lind, Frank Nesi, Paul 
Strabley and Howard Wacksman. Only Strabley is eligible to run in 
this election because he took over an unfinished term of another 
member. The other four Board members must, by Footlighters’ 
bylaws, wait a year before running again for a Board position.
			The Board is replacing five voting members with three because it 
is in the process of reducing the size of the Board from 15 members 
to nine.
			The following people are Board candidates:

Linda Abbot
Linda Abbot has worked in many theaters over the past 18 years, in 
Cincinnati and, for seven years, in Los Angeles. She has been music 
director, vocal director, accompanist and director. Some of her 
favorite shows include, "Baby," "Cabaret," "The Sound of Music," 
"Man of La Mancha" and "Pajama Game."  For three summers, 
Linda has directed a children’s theater camp in Cincinnati. She has 
written and directed two Christmas shows produced by Faith 
Fellowship Church. Linda has been a music teacher for 18 years, 
directing choirs and musicals for many schools. She currently is 
choir and drama director at Liberty Junior School in the Lakota 
School District.
  
Victoria Dickson
Victoria Dickson became involved with Footlighters in 2000 during, 
"Guys and Dolls." Since then, the theater bug bit her, and she has 
worked both onstage and backstage in many local productions. She 
got her start in Footlighters, and she considers it "home." She 
appreciates the opportunity to run for the Board and would 
welcome the chance to learn and assist such an excellent theater 
group.

John Langley
John Langley has been a Footlighter since 1997, performing in 
several productions and working in other capacities (lightboard 
operator, props, stage crew, tickets, house manager). He served on 
the marketing and play-selection committees in 1997, ’98 and ’99. 
A Footlighters’ Board member from 1999-2002, John served as 
Secretary and established a new, electronic template for 

development of the minutes and changed procedures to make 
meetings run more efficiently. In 1999, John established the Long-
Range Planning Committee to develop a three-year, long-range 
strategic plan, outlining a landscape of the organization’s current 
situation, objectives, strategies and tactics. In 2000, ’01 and ’02, 
John continued his work on this committee.

Paul Strabley
Paul Strabley has been involved with Footlighters as music director 
for "Nunsense" and "Gypsy," and he played B.J. Gibson in 
Footlighters’ production of  "1940s Radio Hour."  This past year, 
Paul served on the Footlighters’ Board. Other community theater 
projects in Cincinnati include music director for Showbiz Players’ 
productions of "Baby," "Jekyll and Hyde," and "The Scarlet 
Pimpernel."  Paul works at Iacono Productions as a producer.

Robert Weidle
Robert Weidle has been involved in community theater in the 
Cincinnati area for 17 years, appearing in over 50 productions. He 
holds many ACT Cincinnati Orchid Awards for his acting and 
make-up design, and several awards from the Ohio Community 
Theatre Association. He has directed many productions, including 
Footlighters’ 2004 production of "The 1940s Radio Hour."  He will 
direct "Love, Sex and the IRS" for Footlighters this season. Robert 
has served on OCTA’s state Board of Directors for seven years, as a 
regional rep and an elected Board member. He served on the Board 
for the Milford Theatre Guild, Beechmont Players and Eastside 
Players, holding positions of Vice President, Vice President of Show 
Selections and Vice President of Production. Robert worked with 
the National AACT Fest, serving twice as chairman, most recently 
this past February when AACT Fest came to Cincinnati. Robert 
works with Summerfair Inc., an all-volunteer arts organization, 
where he books vocalists and musical talent for two stages. Robert 
would be happy to serve on the Board, hoping to add new ideas to 
an already wonderful organization.

Gary Wettengel
Gary Wettengel has been a member of  Footlighters since 1985. He 
has co-produced two shows and currently is co-producing this fall’s 
production of  "South Pacific." Onstage, Gary has appeared in 
"Guys and Dolls," "The Baker’s Wife," and "Oliver."  The proud 
recipient of the Art Rouse Award in 1995, Gary was a Footlighters’ 
Board member for two terms as well as the troupe’s ticket 
chairman. An avid theater participant, Gary also has produced for 
and performed with the Beechmont Players, Cincinnati Music 
Theatre, Mariemont Players and the Angel Follies.

	 	 	 If you didn’t get a chance to visit "On Golden Pond," 
Footlighters’ spring show which closed our 41st season at the 
Stained Glass Theatre, you missed a real golden moment.  
	 	 	 The cast of six gave our audiences a treat as we watched 
Norman Thayer, Jr.’s move toward becoming a better father and 
a good grandfather, from a curmudgeonly, tired old man whose 
mind roamed from thinking about dying to getting a job, ("I 
hear the Dairy Devine is looking for an ice-cream dipper…"). 
The cause for the change is the arrival for the summer of young 
Billy Ray into Norman and Ethel Thayer’s life. Billy is a typical 
13-year-old, who improved Norman’s vocabulary as Norman 
taught him the art of fishing. It is a sweet play, and it was a 
sweet experience for cast and crew. 

	 	 	 I am always impressed by the dedication of the folks who 
work for The Stained Glass Theatre. Without their expertise, 
commitment, extraordinary talent and much-needed sense of 
humor, shows simply don’t get produced. If you have never 
worked behind the scenes, you simply don’t know how much 
effort and time is spent before the audience sees the production. 
As the director, I started working on the project most of a year 
before we opened. Then we added design staff, meetings took 
place, decisions were made on set, lighting, sound, costumes 
and property designs. Money was spent, and rehearsals begun. 
	 	 	Our actors were not only talented on stage. Several of them 
helped build and paint the handsome set, helped gather props, 
and brought a real sense of dedication beyond learning lines.
			My deepest thanks go to staunch and stalwart George Fee for 
taking on producing duties and to the fabulously talented 
design team; to the backstage crew, led so ably by Chris Wolff; 
and to the cast, Jerry Borchert, Janet Fritsch, Gretchen Roose, 
Dennis Murphy, Adolf Olivas and Nathan Robbins, for taking us 
to the woods of Maine so we could watch the baby loons learn 
to fly  "On Golden Pond."
			Oh, and don’t forget to watch out for the screen door!

What: South Seas Luau
When: Sunday, July 31, 
2 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Where :  Don  & Mary  
Haas’ house, 262 Scenic 
View Dr., Ft. Thomas, Ky

By Lynne Aronson

Janet Fritsch, as Ethel, and Jerry Borchert, as Norman, perform the play’s 
touching last scene, where Norman suffers a scary heart palpitation. 
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	 	 	 The Footlighters’ 2004-05 season 
garnered 21 Orchid Awards of Excellence 
at the ACT Cincinnati Greater Cincinnati 
Awards Banquet on Saturday, June 25.
	 	 	 "Gypsy," our Fall show, won three 
a w a r d s  f o r  e xc e l l e n c e  i n  a c t i n g :  
G r e g o r y  G o o d  a s  T u l s a ,  J i l l  
Herzner as Tessie Tura, and Kim 
Shropshire as Louise.
			Our Winter show, "I Love You, You’re 
Perfect, Now Change" earned 12 awards 
for excellence in: direction (Mark 
F e m i a ) ,  p r o d u c i n g  ( S h a r o n  
She l t on  and  J im Rac s t e r ) ,  
ensemble (the cast), musical direction 
(Linda Abbott), stage management 
(Janet Wisner), set design (Dennis 
Murphy), costumes (Diane Carr) 
and overall performance quality and 
overall technical quality.  
	 	 	 Three "Love/Perfect/Change" actors 
won awards for excellence in acting:  
All ison Col l ins-El f ine ,  J im 
Curtis and Sarah Martin.

			Our closing show, "On Golden Pond," 
collected six awards for excellence in: 
acting (Jerry Borchert as Norman), 
set design (Rick Stone), set décor 
(Cathy Ross), sound design and 
sound execution (Mark Aronson), 
and preshow (Lynne Aronson).   
	 	 	 A l s o  g a i n i n g  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  
Footl ighters ’  30-minute excerpt of 
"Love/  Per fec t /Change ,"  presented 
during the Ohio Community Theatre 
Association’s 2005 Southwest Regional 
OCTAFest, also June 25. The excerpt 
won OCTA Awards  fo r :  se t  des ign 
(Dennis Murphy), acting (Gary 
Rogers) and vocal direction (Linda 
Abbott). 
			Finally, Gary Rogers was honored 
this year as a “Friend of ACT” for his 10 
years as Stage Manager for the SW 
Regional Conference! 
			Congratulations to all our winners!

Everyone’s Favorite Musical 
‘South Pacific’ Opens ’05-’06 Season

From the President

Well, my fellow Footlighters, the 2004-2005 season has 
closed.  As always, this season was filled with challenges 
and surprises.  Like, who knew "Smokey Joe’s Café" would 
end up where it did…nowhere!  And, who knew the light 
board could take its own light cue, of its own choosing, with 
no prompting? (We think we have that one figured out…at 
least it happened in rehearsal!)  So, with our coming season 
on the horizon, I’d like to take a moment to say "thank you" 
to all the folks who made this season a memorable one.

First, my thanks to Jim Curtis, Mark Femia and Lynne 
Aronson, along with their casts, crews and production 
staffs, for their hard work and dedication to their 
prospective productions.  If advance season-ticket sales are 
any indication, our patrons enjoyed all your efforts and are 
looking forward to next season.  (A big "thank you" to Terri 
Weisser who handled the program layout for all three 
shows, even after moving to Arkansas.)

Next, I would like to thank our Board of Directors for all 
they do for our organization.  Anyone who has ever been on 
a Board knows the time, energy and commitment it takes to 
get all the work done.  You have a hard-working group of 
people on your Board, all committed to the cause and 
str iving to f ind new and better ways to keep our 
organization running and growing.

Finally, I want to recognize a few people who work behind 
the scenes all year long.  You could call these folks the 
"thread" that hold it all together. Their work isn’t always 
out there "on stage," but their contributions are vital.

My thanks to Joel, Sherry and Dara Lind for taking on the 
monumental task of manning our ticket office this year; 
thanks also to Suzy Dorward for assisting them in our 
credit card sales; and to Bill Cunningham for his ticket-
template contribution. Thank you to Chris Wolff and Tim 
Binzer for keeping these Librettos coming.  Thanks to Dean 
Rettig for getting The Librettos posted on our Web site, 
along with all the other great Web content. 

Speaking of getting the word out, thanks to Jay Woffington 
for handling our publicity, and to Gary Rogers for taking 
care of all our signage and flier needs.  And, where would 
we be if our bills and taxes weren’t current?  Thanks to 
George Fee and Leanne Greenburg for their efforts.  My 
thanks also to John Langley, who keeps us focused on our 
future with our Long-Range Plan. Thanks as well to Larry 
Weber for hosting every Opening Night Party.  Finally, a big 
"thank you" to the two guys who take such great  care of 
our building, who answer the desperate telephone calls and 
put out the "fires" day and night, Bill Winkler and Ron 
Houck.

Our theatre is a community, and we are very fortunate.

Sincerely,

Caryl A. Hefley
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	 	 	 The World War II-era love story with lessons in racial 
tolerance tells the story of an Army nurse who falls in love with 
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as Cable; Jan Fritsch as Bloody Mary; Bill 
Geraghty as Billis; Joel Lind as Stewpot; John 
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meetings run more efficiently. In 1999, John established the Long-
Range Planning Committee to develop a three-year, long-range 
strategic plan, outlining a landscape of the organization’s current 
situation, objectives, strategies and tactics. In 2000, ’01 and ’02, 
John continued his work on this committee.

Paul Strabley
Paul Strabley has been involved with Footlighters as music director 
for "Nunsense" and "Gypsy," and he played B.J. Gibson in 
Footlighters’ production of  "1940s Radio Hour."  This past year, 
Paul served on the Footlighters’ Board. Other community theater 
projects in Cincinnati include music director for Showbiz Players’ 
productions of "Baby," "Jekyll and Hyde," and "The Scarlet 
Pimpernel."  Paul works at Iacono Productions as a producer.

Robert Weidle
Robert Weidle has been involved in community theater in the 
Cincinnati area for 17 years, appearing in over 50 productions. He 
holds many ACT Cincinnati Orchid Awards for his acting and 
make-up design, and several awards from the Ohio Community 
Theatre Association. He has directed many productions, including 
Footlighters’ 2004 production of "The 1940s Radio Hour."  He will 
direct "Love, Sex and the IRS" for Footlighters this season. Robert 
has served on OCTA’s state Board of Directors for seven years, as a 
regional rep and an elected Board member. He served on the Board 
for the Milford Theatre Guild, Beechmont Players and Eastside 
Players, holding positions of Vice President, Vice President of Show 
Selections and Vice President of Production. Robert worked with 
the National AACT Fest, serving twice as chairman, most recently 
this past February when AACT Fest came to Cincinnati. Robert 
works with Summerfair Inc., an all-volunteer arts organization, 
where he books vocalists and musical talent for two stages. Robert 
would be happy to serve on the Board, hoping to add new ideas to 
an already wonderful organization.

Gary Wettengel
Gary Wettengel has been a member of  Footlighters since 1985. He 
has co-produced two shows and currently is co-producing this fall’s 
production of  "South Pacific." Onstage, Gary has appeared in 
"Guys and Dolls," "The Baker’s Wife," and "Oliver."  The proud 
recipient of the Art Rouse Award in 1995, Gary was a Footlighters’ 
Board member for two terms as well as the troupe’s ticket 
chairman. An avid theater participant, Gary also has produced for 
and performed with the Beechmont Players, Cincinnati Music 
Theatre, Mariemont Players and the Angel Follies.

	 	 	 If you didn’t get a chance to visit "On Golden Pond," 
Footlighters’ spring show which closed our 41st season at the 
Stained Glass Theatre, you missed a real golden moment.  
	 	 	 The cast of six gave our audiences a treat as we watched 
Norman Thayer, Jr.’s move toward becoming a better father and 
a good grandfather, from a curmudgeonly, tired old man whose 
mind roamed from thinking about dying to getting a job, ("I 
hear the Dairy Devine is looking for an ice-cream dipper…"). 
The cause for the change is the arrival for the summer of young 
Billy Ray into Norman and Ethel Thayer’s life. Billy is a typical 
13-year-old, who improved Norman’s vocabulary as Norman 
taught him the art of fishing. It is a sweet play, and it was a 
sweet experience for cast and crew. 

	 	 	 I am always impressed by the dedication of the folks who 
work for The Stained Glass Theatre. Without their expertise, 
commitment, extraordinary talent and much-needed sense of 
humor, shows simply don’t get produced. If you have never 
worked behind the scenes, you simply don’t know how much 
effort and time is spent before the audience sees the production. 
As the director, I started working on the project most of a year 
before we opened. Then we added design staff, meetings took 
place, decisions were made on set, lighting, sound, costumes 
and property designs. Money was spent, and rehearsals begun. 
	 	 	Our actors were not only talented on stage. Several of them 
helped build and paint the handsome set, helped gather props, 
and brought a real sense of dedication beyond learning lines.
			My deepest thanks go to staunch and stalwart George Fee for 
taking on producing duties and to the fabulously talented 
design team; to the backstage crew, led so ably by Chris Wolff; 
and to the cast, Jerry Borchert, Janet Fritsch, Gretchen Roose, 
Dennis Murphy, Adolf Olivas and Nathan Robbins, for taking us 
to the woods of Maine so we could watch the baby loons learn 
to fly  "On Golden Pond."
			Oh, and don’t forget to watch out for the screen door!

What: South Seas Luau
When: Sunday, July 31, 
2 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Where :  Don  & Mary  
Haas’ house, 262 Scenic 
View Dr., Ft. Thomas, Ky

By Lynne Aronson

Janet Fritsch, as Ethel, and Jerry Borchert, as Norman, perform the play’s 
touching last scene, where Norman suffers a scary heart palpitation. 
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	 	 	 The Footlighters’ 2004-05 season 
garnered 21 Orchid Awards of Excellence 
at the ACT Cincinnati Greater Cincinnati 
Awards Banquet on Saturday, June 25.
	 	 	 "Gypsy," our Fall show, won three 
a w a r d s  f o r  e xc e l l e n c e  i n  a c t i n g :  
G r e g o r y  G o o d  a s  T u l s a ,  J i l l  
Herzner as Tessie Tura, and Kim 
Shropshire as Louise.
			Our Winter show, "I Love You, You’re 
Perfect, Now Change" earned 12 awards 
for excellence in: direction (Mark 
F e m i a ) ,  p r o d u c i n g  ( S h a r o n  
She l t on  and  J im Rac s t e r ) ,  
ensemble (the cast), musical direction 
(Linda Abbott), stage management 
(Janet Wisner), set design (Dennis 
Murphy), costumes (Diane Carr) 
and overall performance quality and 
overall technical quality.  
	 	 	 Three "Love/Perfect/Change" actors 
won awards for excellence in acting:  
All ison Col l ins-El f ine ,  J im 
Curtis and Sarah Martin.

			Our closing show, "On Golden Pond," 
collected six awards for excellence in: 
acting (Jerry Borchert as Norman), 
set design (Rick Stone), set décor 
(Cathy Ross), sound design and 
sound execution (Mark Aronson), 
and preshow (Lynne Aronson).   
	 	 	 A l s o  g a i n i n g  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  
Footl ighters ’  30-minute excerpt of 
"Love/  Per fec t /Change ,"  presented 
during the Ohio Community Theatre 
Association’s 2005 Southwest Regional 
OCTAFest, also June 25. The excerpt 
won OCTA Awards  fo r :  se t  des ign 
(Dennis Murphy), acting (Gary 
Rogers) and vocal direction (Linda 
Abbott). 
			Finally, Gary Rogers was honored 
this year as a “Friend of ACT” for his 10 
years as Stage Manager for the SW 
Regional Conference! 
			Congratulations to all our winners!

Everyone’s Favorite Musical 
‘South Pacific’ Opens ’05-’06 Season

From the President

Well, my fellow Footlighters, the 2004-2005 season has 
closed.  As always, this season was filled with challenges 
and surprises.  Like, who knew "Smokey Joe’s Café" would 
end up where it did…nowhere!  And, who knew the light 
board could take its own light cue, of its own choosing, with 
no prompting? (We think we have that one figured out…at 
least it happened in rehearsal!)  So, with our coming season 
on the horizon, I’d like to take a moment to say "thank you" 
to all the folks who made this season a memorable one.

First, my thanks to Jim Curtis, Mark Femia and Lynne 
Aronson, along with their casts, crews and production 
staffs, for their hard work and dedication to their 
prospective productions.  If advance season-ticket sales are 
any indication, our patrons enjoyed all your efforts and are 
looking forward to next season.  (A big "thank you" to Terri 
Weisser who handled the program layout for all three 
shows, even after moving to Arkansas.)

Next, I would like to thank our Board of Directors for all 
they do for our organization.  Anyone who has ever been on 
a Board knows the time, energy and commitment it takes to 
get all the work done.  You have a hard-working group of 
people on your Board, all committed to the cause and 
str iving to f ind new and better ways to keep our 
organization running and growing.

Finally, I want to recognize a few people who work behind 
the scenes all year long.  You could call these folks the 
"thread" that hold it all together. Their work isn’t always 
out there "on stage," but their contributions are vital.

My thanks to Joel, Sherry and Dara Lind for taking on the 
monumental task of manning our ticket office this year; 
thanks also to Suzy Dorward for assisting them in our 
credit card sales; and to Bill Cunningham for his ticket-
template contribution. Thank you to Chris Wolff and Tim 
Binzer for keeping these Librettos coming.  Thanks to Dean 
Rettig for getting The Librettos posted on our Web site, 
along with all the other great Web content. 

Speaking of getting the word out, thanks to Jay Woffington 
for handling our publicity, and to Gary Rogers for taking 
care of all our signage and flier needs.  And, where would 
we be if our bills and taxes weren’t current?  Thanks to 
George Fee and Leanne Greenburg for their efforts.  My 
thanks also to John Langley, who keeps us focused on our 
future with our Long-Range Plan. Thanks as well to Larry 
Weber for hosting every Opening Night Party.  Finally, a big 
"thank you" to the two guys who take such great  care of 
our building, who answer the desperate telephone calls and 
put out the "fires" day and night, Bill Winkler and Ron 
Houck.

Our theatre is a community, and we are very fortunate.

Sincerely,

Caryl A. Hefley

	 	 	Two workshops will be held this summer to help the team creating 
Footlighters’ new children’s show, "Merry Blah-Blah," hone this 
original musical opening in December.
	 	 	All are welcomed to attend a workshop to add your helpful two-
cents worth about this in-the-works, one-hour holiday musical. Since 
this is an original script, it is desirable to have a chance to "workshop" 
the show for knowledgeable theatre folks. The author (Brian Celce, a 
grad student at the University of Cincinnati), composer (Mark Aronson), 
and director (Lynne Aronson) are losing their objectivity toward the 
show, and they need input from others to help tighten the script. 
			A "cast" is needed for these workshops. If you’ve always wanted the 
opportunity to do some no-pressure acting — no lines, blocking or 
music to learn — this is your chance.
			The workshops will be held at 7 p.m. July 18 and August 15 at the 
Stained Glass Theatre, 802 York St., Newport, Ky.

	 	 	 "Merry Blah-Blah," a story about a woman who hates 
Christmas, runs December 2–11, 2005, on the theatre’s first-
floor lobby stage. Tickets cost $10 for adults and $7 for 
children age 12 and under. Season subscribers have the 
option of buying a four-show season that wil l  include 
"Merry Blah-Blah." 
			Plans also are in the works to "take the show on the road" to 
local schools or church groups looking for a seasonal show.  
			"Merry Blah-Blah" auditions will be held early this Fall. Cast 
requirements: one older woman, one 20ish woman, and a boy 
and girl, ages 9 and 12 respectively. 
	 	 	 People to help put the show together also are needed. 
Although technical requirements will be minimal, a producer 
and a stage manager/technical director are needed. Interested? 
Call Lynne, (513) 624-8665.

Our Trip to ‘Golden Pond’ 
Proves Memorable

2004-05 Presented an Award-Winning Season

Workshop Sessions Seek Input to Polish “Merry Blah-Blah" 

Nominees Announced for the 2005-06 Footlighters’
Board of Directors

Party, Swim, Eat & Vote at Annual Membership Bash

J U L Y  2 0 0 5

	 	 	 Rehearsals begin in July for Footlighters 
season-opener “South Pacific," the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein beloved classic musical that will 
leave theatergoers humming a familiar tune.
	 	 	 Set construction begins soon on what 
promises to be an intriguing design, complete 
with a working shower and use of the stage’s 
turntable to reveal the set’s four sides. The 
elaborate set was designed by Syd Spate of 
Florida, who also created sets for Footlighters’ 
“Guys and Dolls" and “Oliver."
							Show dates for "South Pacific" are October 
6-23. Season tickets now are on sale. (New 
subscribers get a free Footlighters’ T-shirt.)
				Director Mary Haas said “South Pacific" was her “No. 1 pick" 
of favorite shows she wanted to direct.
	 	 	 "I love the music. The music is so fantastic. When people 
leave, they will be singing songs that they know," she said.
	 	 	 The World War II-era love story with lessons in racial 
tolerance tells the story of an Army nurse who falls in love with 
a French planter and then must face her feelings about his 
Polynesian children. Songs include such familiar tunes as, 
"Wash That Man Right Out of My Hair," "Some Enchanted 
Evening,"  "Younger than Springtime," and "You’ve Got to be 
Carefully Taught."
			The cast is complete, but "we could use a few more sailors," 
Mary said. Producer Freida Houck said the show also is looking 
for people to fill some production jobs, "especially a good scenic 
artist. The set is beautiful and would be an interesting and 
exciting job to work on." 

			Good sailor candidates would be men between 
the ages of 20 and 35 with acting and singing 
experience. Call Freida, (513) 922-6112, if 
interested in joining the show.
			The cast for "South Pacific:" David Shough as 
Emile; Julie Woffington as Nellie; John Langley 
as Cable; Jan Fritsch as Bloody Mary; Bill 
Geraghty as Billis; Joel Lind as Stewpot; John 
Masterson as the Captain; Bob Penney as the 
Professor; Nick McDonough as Jerome; Hailey 
Gadd as the Girl; and Ron Houck as Henri. 
			Cast as sailors: Mark Barth, Jeffrey A. Grooms, 
Ray Smith, Gary Wettengel and Al Williams.

	 	 	Cast as nurses: Laura Buckley, Megan Cornett, Sherry Culp, 
Julie Howard, Jennifer Schroeder and Janette Wischerath.
	 	 	 The production staff: Producers Gary Wettengel and Freida 
Houck; Director Mary Haas; Musical Director Mike Sullivan; 
Choreographers DeeAnn Bryll and Autumn Herron; Set 
Designer Syd Spate; Costume Designer Elaine Michaels; Stage 
Manager Janet Wisner; Backstage Manager Chris Wolff; 
Properties Designer Barb Hoffman; Lighting Designer Mike 
Moorehead; and Master Carpenter Ron Houck.
	 	 	 Also, Audition Accompanist Linda Abbott; House Manager 
Cathy Lutts; Lobby Display Designers Dean and Jenn Rettig; 
Publicity Jay Woffington; Program Cover Designer Gary 
Rogers; Photographer Dean Rettig; and Opening Night Party 
Planner Larry Weber.
	 	 	 The producers are looking for folks to fill the following 
positions:  Sound Designer, Scenic Artist, Make Up Artist, Light 
Board Operator, and Program Editor.
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			A South Seas Luau in 
Kentucky  we lcomes  
F o o t l i g h t e r s ,  t h e i r  
friends and families for 
summertime fun and 
fundraising.
	 	 	 Come join the fun 
f r o m  2 – 8  p . m .  o n  
Sunday, July 31, at the Fort Thomas home of our gracious hosts, 
Don and Mary Haas. It may be the last great party at the Haas’ 
for they plan to sell their beautiful home soon, so come enjoy the 
backyard pool, the incredible view and the Haas’ hospitality 
while you can. The party’s South Seas theme is in honor of 
Footlighters’ upcoming Fall show, "South Pacific," which Mary 
Haas is directing.

	 	 	Wear your "island clothes" and bring a swimsuit and towel, if 
you’d like. There’ll be a white-elephant auction so bring along 
some fanciful junk. Sale proceeds benefit Footlighters.
	 	 	 There will be a catered barbecue dinner served at 5 p.m., 
followed by the big event: The election of new Board members 
during a general membership meeting.
	 	 	 See the story inside for information on who’s running for the 
Board. All Footlighters who have paid their 2005-06 dues may 
vote; dues may be paid at the party. Dues are $15 for a single 
membership and $25 for a family membership.
			Cost for the dinner is $10 per person (includes meat, side dishes, 
dessert, soft drinks, beer and wine; children under age 5 eat free).
			Theatre friends from other troupes are welcome, as well as family and 
non-theatre pals. Please call with reservations so we can get an 
accurate count for food: Peggy Kenney, (513) 661-4359. 

	 	 	 Six people are on the ballot running for three seats on the 
Footlighters’ Board of Directors. 
			Footlighters’ members will vote at the annual Membership Party 
on Sunday, July 31. Three people will be elected to three-year terms 
as voting members of the Board, and one person will be elected to a 
one-year term as a non-voting alternate.  
			Five Board members have finished their terms and will be coming 
off the Board in July:  George Fee, Joel Lind, Frank Nesi, Paul 
Strabley and Howard Wacksman. Only Strabley is eligible to run in 
this election because he took over an unfinished term of another 
member. The other four Board members must, by Footlighters’ 
bylaws, wait a year before running again for a Board position.
			The Board is replacing five voting members with three because it 
is in the process of reducing the size of the Board from 15 members 
to nine.
			The following people are Board candidates:

Linda Abbot
Linda Abbot has worked in many theaters over the past 18 years, in 
Cincinnati and, for seven years, in Los Angeles. She has been music 
director, vocal director, accompanist and director. Some of her 
favorite shows include, "Baby," "Cabaret," "The Sound of Music," 
"Man of La Mancha" and "Pajama Game."  For three summers, 
Linda has directed a children’s theater camp in Cincinnati. She has 
written and directed two Christmas shows produced by Faith 
Fellowship Church. Linda has been a music teacher for 18 years, 
directing choirs and musicals for many schools. She currently is 
choir and drama director at Liberty Junior School in the Lakota 
School District.
  
Victoria Dickson
Victoria Dickson became involved with Footlighters in 2000 during, 
"Guys and Dolls." Since then, the theater bug bit her, and she has 
worked both onstage and backstage in many local productions. She 
got her start in Footlighters, and she considers it "home." She 
appreciates the opportunity to run for the Board and would 
welcome the chance to learn and assist such an excellent theater 
group.

John Langley
John Langley has been a Footlighter since 1997, performing in 
several productions and working in other capacities (lightboard 
operator, props, stage crew, tickets, house manager). He served on 
the marketing and play-selection committees in 1997, ’98 and ’99. 
A Footlighters’ Board member from 1999-2002, John served as 
Secretary and established a new, electronic template for 

development of the minutes and changed procedures to make 
meetings run more efficiently. In 1999, John established the Long-
Range Planning Committee to develop a three-year, long-range 
strategic plan, outlining a landscape of the organization’s current 
situation, objectives, strategies and tactics. In 2000, ’01 and ’02, 
John continued his work on this committee.

Paul Strabley
Paul Strabley has been involved with Footlighters as music director 
for "Nunsense" and "Gypsy," and he played B.J. Gibson in 
Footlighters’ production of  "1940s Radio Hour."  This past year, 
Paul served on the Footlighters’ Board. Other community theater 
projects in Cincinnati include music director for Showbiz Players’ 
productions of "Baby," "Jekyll and Hyde," and "The Scarlet 
Pimpernel."  Paul works at Iacono Productions as a producer.

Robert Weidle
Robert Weidle has been involved in community theater in the 
Cincinnati area for 17 years, appearing in over 50 productions. He 
holds many ACT Cincinnati Orchid Awards for his acting and 
make-up design, and several awards from the Ohio Community 
Theatre Association. He has directed many productions, including 
Footlighters’ 2004 production of "The 1940s Radio Hour."  He will 
direct "Love, Sex and the IRS" for Footlighters this season. Robert 
has served on OCTA’s state Board of Directors for seven years, as a 
regional rep and an elected Board member. He served on the Board 
for the Milford Theatre Guild, Beechmont Players and Eastside 
Players, holding positions of Vice President, Vice President of Show 
Selections and Vice President of Production. Robert worked with 
the National AACT Fest, serving twice as chairman, most recently 
this past February when AACT Fest came to Cincinnati. Robert 
works with Summerfair Inc., an all-volunteer arts organization, 
where he books vocalists and musical talent for two stages. Robert 
would be happy to serve on the Board, hoping to add new ideas to 
an already wonderful organization.

Gary Wettengel
Gary Wettengel has been a member of  Footlighters since 1985. He 
has co-produced two shows and currently is co-producing this fall’s 
production of  "South Pacific." Onstage, Gary has appeared in 
"Guys and Dolls," "The Baker’s Wife," and "Oliver."  The proud 
recipient of the Art Rouse Award in 1995, Gary was a Footlighters’ 
Board member for two terms as well as the troupe’s ticket 
chairman. An avid theater participant, Gary also has produced for 
and performed with the Beechmont Players, Cincinnati Music 
Theatre, Mariemont Players and the Angel Follies.

	 	 	 If you didn’t get a chance to visit "On Golden Pond," 
Footlighters’ spring show which closed our 41st season at the 
Stained Glass Theatre, you missed a real golden moment.  
	 	 	 The cast of six gave our audiences a treat as we watched 
Norman Thayer, Jr.’s move toward becoming a better father and 
a good grandfather, from a curmudgeonly, tired old man whose 
mind roamed from thinking about dying to getting a job, ("I 
hear the Dairy Devine is looking for an ice-cream dipper…"). 
The cause for the change is the arrival for the summer of young 
Billy Ray into Norman and Ethel Thayer’s life. Billy is a typical 
13-year-old, who improved Norman’s vocabulary as Norman 
taught him the art of fishing. It is a sweet play, and it was a 
sweet experience for cast and crew. 

	 	 	 I am always impressed by the dedication of the folks who 
work for The Stained Glass Theatre. Without their expertise, 
commitment, extraordinary talent and much-needed sense of 
humor, shows simply don’t get produced. If you have never 
worked behind the scenes, you simply don’t know how much 
effort and time is spent before the audience sees the production. 
As the director, I started working on the project most of a year 
before we opened. Then we added design staff, meetings took 
place, decisions were made on set, lighting, sound, costumes 
and property designs. Money was spent, and rehearsals begun. 
	 	 	Our actors were not only talented on stage. Several of them 
helped build and paint the handsome set, helped gather props, 
and brought a real sense of dedication beyond learning lines.
			My deepest thanks go to staunch and stalwart George Fee for 
taking on producing duties and to the fabulously talented 
design team; to the backstage crew, led so ably by Chris Wolff; 
and to the cast, Jerry Borchert, Janet Fritsch, Gretchen Roose, 
Dennis Murphy, Adolf Olivas and Nathan Robbins, for taking us 
to the woods of Maine so we could watch the baby loons learn 
to fly  "On Golden Pond."
			Oh, and don’t forget to watch out for the screen door!
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2 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Where :  Don  & Mary  
Haas’ house, 262 Scenic 
View Dr., Ft. Thomas, Ky

By Lynne Aronson

Janet Fritsch, as Ethel, and Jerry Borchert, as Norman, perform the play’s 
touching last scene, where Norman suffers a scary heart palpitation. 


